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Brazil Corruption Proves Hard to Fight

By Jonathan Wheatley

Financial Times
April 24, 2005

Corruption is back in the news in Brazil. As happens every few months, allegations have
surfaced against a prominent figure in public life. This time it is Romero Jucd, the social security
minister, accused of falsely obtaining subsidised loans and misappropriation of public funds. He
is unruffled. “This doesn't bother me. I'm sleeping easy,” he told reporters this week.

Nothing has been proved against Mr Juca and his relaxed attitude may well reflect his
innocence. But innocent or guilty, such allegations against Brazil's rich or powerful rarely cause
them much concern. Corruption is a fact of daily life and the chances of being punished for it are
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those in public office to be tried only in higher courts.

Yet there are grounds for optimism, too. A partial reform of the judiciary, enacted last year,
introduced the concept of judicial precedent. This month the Supreme Court upheld the creation
of an external review body of the judiciary. “There is real hope that this could be a big step
forward,” says Mr Dino.

Not everybody gets off scot free. Judge Nicolau dos Santos was convicted in 2001 of stealing
R$169.5m during the construction of a court building. A wake-up call may be sounding for the
corrupt in Brazil. But for now, most are sleeping easy.

#* (< #& & ! ) #r o $ 1#-
* *H.H# <" "= B .* = ( # $ * 2 ! 0
= 1< B W - o ) ("0
$ 21 ., < ) -# = -#12 =.(!
1+ orv = 1 * -# 1 F 1= * # < " -
2 1 1= —# " (- 0 ) (*= -
! "0
&1 W * 1* 4 #. 0 (11! $ *
#1 oo " B <« B " .1
) # Jrv w#- ).~ =1 0
h B .* L #) <" 2,




71

#O&H1 < #1 )= 1 F( . 1§ = v x 0=
* = 0F ) $ % #2 T (V"0
48 |

1 # #o< &HT  -# = o ) "o« B ™ .1
= B.* #- 18 -7 [f )t # <W
IC. - gt R TR 7L I
# 1]
B - # .11

CCCI& Y. 20 &0 #b) *+b677MbBN8HIBNS LO0: *

The most despicable revelation was that the was alive and well. Mensalao is the name
given to a weekly bribe the government party pays to opposition parties in order to ensure the
government can pass the legislation it wants. Lula apparently used mensalao to pass such anti-

worker laws as his superannuation legislation, and allowing genetically modified food to be

grown.
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