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. TO THE
o RIgHT HONOURABLE
'WILLIAM CHARLES COLYEAR,
"EARL or PORTMORE |
VISCOUNT MILSINTOWN. =

My Loxp, o e
THE dxgmty of the fub)eé't of this little
Treatife, not any perfuaﬁon of ifs mierits as
a literary compofition, encourages metooffer
- it to your Lordfhip’s patronage. The caufe -
of freedom has always been found fufficient, -
. in cvery age and country, to attraét the no-..
tice of the generous and humane; and it’is
* therefore; in a more pecuhar manner, worthy .- -
of the attention and favour of a perfonage,
~who holds a dxfhngmfhed rank in that illuf~
trious ifland, the very air of which has beeh
- determined, upon 2 late inveftigation of its
laws, to be an antidote againft ‘flavery, - I
feel'a fatisfation in the opportunity, which'
the publication of this treatife affords: me, of* -
acknowledging your Lordfhip’s civilities,
which can only be equalled by the: rcfpe& :
with which I am, _
 Yeur Lordfhip’s
' much obliged,
o and obedient fervant,
THOMAS CLARKSON,
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A S thc fubiaét of the followmg worlg_ :
has fortqr}atc_ly becomc of late a zto- '

"tcx‘mgn whxch , SN FENAS Lo
o Amor;g the w¢ll dlfpofed mdwxduqls, of

manéf}f cxertcd thcmfclvcs to fuppre(s the
abjear perfonal flavery, introduced it the ori-

cultivation of the European colomcs in -

the weftern world, Bartholomew de las Cafas, -

the pious bxﬂlop ‘of 'Chiapa, in the ﬁfteenth Co
cer;tq;y,}fccms to have been the ﬁrﬂ; This ~

amiable man, durmg his refidence in Spanifs
/Imer:ca, was fo fenﬁbly affc&ad at; ;hc treat-

wen‘g,vqhat he returned to Spainy to maké a
- a3 - .publick



- 4hes tury, ,M?gan Godupha
’ Wi;ﬁﬁ élbﬁ'g?ﬁia‘rh chﬁ’mguxfiicd hxmfclf in.
' ftﬁ'é'fééu”fé‘ ' ¢
Thc _pref’ent age' has alfc produccd forhe
, ,‘zéhIsz 4and able oppofcrs of the soloriial fla- -
“very:" For-aboit the ‘middle of thé prefent .
“century; Jobn Wooknan dnd Aﬂtbony Binezet;
‘two'‘refpetable members of the religious
{ociety ‘called  Quakers, “devoted ‘much’ of
their time to the fubjed, ~The former tra-
welled through moft partsof North America  *
‘on foot, to hold c«mvcriatxoas with the. mems,

n :,Fv;

bers of his own fe@, " on ,the,i;imp;cty of re=. -

taining' thofe in a ftate of. mvgluntary fervi=
tude, who* had never “given them' offence. R
Thc Tatter kept a frcc fchool at Pﬁzlade)jolua, :

“for



evil, -But in the year 1754, the religious -

f thcmfplvcsmendcavourmgtommudyﬂie/ o

fociety, called” Quakers, publickly teftifisd -

~_their fentiments upon the fubjedt, | declaring, -

s

‘that £ to’live in eafe and plenty by thetoil

- < of thofe, whom fraud and ‘yiolence had . -

. -#¢.put into their power, was.neither confift-

_ ¢ .ent with Chriftianity nor cominon juftige,”

Imppétr_c;i’with thefe .’(entimcnts, 'n;ainy,,éf S
this fociety immediately liberated their flaves i
and though fuch a {mcafgrgt appeared to. be

© % A Defeription of Guines; with ay Paquiry $rito the Rife |

times:

#nd Progrefs of the Slave Trade, &c,:v+A Caution to Gireat
Britajn and her Co nies, in a fhart Reprefenzation of - the -
calamitous State'of thé ehflaved Negroes i the' Britith Dorhi.
nions,: ‘Befides feveral fmallér pisces. - - teye b Tl
» It They had cenfared the African Trads in the year 1737, but . -
but had taken no R“'Z'@?”:F{\é‘i“ of thie calinial flavery till this

v



ggﬁdgally followcd; :the: re{t ‘A general »
emancipation of the flavés in: the ppofieflion of
ankcrg, at - length . took placc, and . {o
effeually did, they ferve the caufe which
~ they.had unde:takcn, that: they - denied the
clsim of memberthip in' their religious com~
mgnmty, to* all fuch as thould hcreafter op-{
« pofe the fuggeftions of juftice in this parti- -
‘cular, either by retaining flaves in their pof-
feffion, or by being in'any manner concerned
in the flaye trade: .and it is a fa&, that
through the vaft tra@t of North America,-
there is not at this day -a fingle flave inthe
pofleflion of an acknowledged Quaker. ‘
But though thns meafurc appeared as. has

conﬁderable lofs to the benwolent mdw;; e
* duals who adopted it, yet, as virtue feldom
" -, fails of .obtaining its’ r;rﬁrard it became ul-"
timately beneficial. Moft the flaves; who

' -;" were
~ \



thc‘former x/{umbcr pf la _eurc'rsﬂr@vasrﬁftﬁi%i
cient. - From ‘thefe, and/4: variel‘ty of othed

circumftances, it appeared; that.their: }ﬁm‘u
tations ‘were conﬁder'bfy ‘moré: pfoﬁtablév
when worked by free /men; than' ahensworks
ed; as before b}iﬁyaves, and“‘that they dels

rived therefore, contrary “to their: expedtas:
tions, a confiderable advantage from thelr bes
nevolence. : o
:Animated by the example of' the Qakéﬁfy .
, the members of other fects began to delibiérate
about adopting the fame meafure: - Some '6f
. thofe of the ciurch of England, of the Romiahy
Catholicks, and of the Prefbyterians and?nﬁe—{ .
pendants, freed their flaves;; and there : hﬂp-
pened but one mﬁance, where the/matteriway
debated, where . it was not’ lmmcdmte‘ly?pm* '
i force.. This "was 'in Pennffylvania.: -1t
was agltated in the fynod ef the Prefbyte~
v ~ rians

IS E i 2A

»
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‘?iﬁﬁe*th%re,mobkge theirmembets to hbmﬁ

~ theirflaves. The queftion was: negativedbyd -
- wnjérity of butone perfon'yand this:oppofi- -
tion feemed (,énfg rather from adiflike:to the

attempt of forcing fuch a:medfarcupon the

embers of that: commumty,;thm from any.
other confideration. - '1 have ‘the plcafute of "

being credibly informed, - that the: manumif- -

fioh of flaves, o the employment of free men

. inccthe’ plantations,. is ow  daily - gaining -

ground 'in North America, :Should flavery ,
beabolithed there, {and it is. an event, which;, -
fromthefe: circumftances; we. may. reafon-
dbliiexpedt-to be produced in- time) et it
‘be:remembered, that the Q@akers w1ll have
. had-the merit of its abolition.

«vINor have: their brethren here been lafs"'

. afliddous in the caufe. As there are hap- -

pily: no flaves.in this country, fo they have =
not had . the fame opportunity of (hewmg '
their benevolence by a general emancipation. *
They have not however omitted to thew, it
as faras they. have been able. ... At their.celi-
_gious. meetings they have. ;;gular,lg( inquired
. if any, of. their\ \membess , are. concerned in
the - nmqmtous African. trade~, They. kave
TR . appointed
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appsfntcd wmaammﬁéc f@ﬁ’@btﬂlﬂiﬂgf avery
iformations: ons she! fubje@, with{a
»vicw, o dts - £upprcﬂion, -and, about;-three

or: four years ago, petitioned parliament-on
" thie occafion for their intesference. andufirp:”

ports.. T amiforry to add, that their benevar

lent ‘application -was ineffe@tual,. and " that ™
‘the ‘reformation of an evil, produ&«, iof
: ccnfequences equally impolitick . and- im> '
moral, and: gerierally acknewledged to.thave
long difgraced our natiopal chara@er; s yet
Jeft ‘to . the - unfapported -efforts: of o piety
morality “and: juftice, againft:-intereft vior
‘Jenice “and oppreiﬁon?;, and thefe; E-blufh -
" to acknowledge, too ‘ftrongly:ceuntenancetl
by the legiflative authority. of ‘a: country,
the bafis of whofe government is /liberty.
- Nothing can ‘be . more -Cleatly « fhéwn,
than that ‘an inexhauftible ‘mine of-wealth
is ‘negleted in Africa; for the profecution
of  this impious - traffick 5 “that; -if proper
mcaﬁm:s ‘were- taken; “ the’ severiuedof sthis
country might be greatly ihiproved;-its'na-
val firength incteafed; ity dolonics in @ more
ﬂoun{hmg fitiation, the’plante‘rs richer;eand
a trade, wlnch 1s how 4 feene of  blood and
o dcfolatxon,




- ‘ﬂmuld ftop’ here and pralfe *them

RS
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o de;ﬁ:dntm}:l ‘conivérted’ ‘inte Ohie, vﬂuc
- heiprofecuted ‘with ddvantaje ‘énEPIm _
z::fSuch haXte bEen thc ei:ei-fio s Y

: arefable thelr “bénévolent déﬁg

that I conceivé- it to be unnéde?fary A
aré adting confiftently with'the” princxgl
religion. - They will find ‘a reWard'
- owsiconfciénces s and they will récei :
reab pleafure froma fingle refle@tion on ‘théid’
condu@, than' they' ¢an - pofiibly - exptrxencé‘-
frorh the praifes of an hoft of writers. * “ ¢~

odmgiving this® fhort account of thofe hd2
. mane and. worthy perfons,” who h‘aﬁe@:ﬁd
voured to' reftore -to their fellow ' creatures
the rights of nature, of which they had
been, unjuftly. deprived, I'fhould feel myf'elf
unjuft,- were Ito omit twa zealous oppo-
* fers-of: the colonsal - tyranny, confpxcuqus a‘é _
- the:prefent .day.:.: ¥

Thc ficft is Mr. Gramnlle Sba?? “This |
Gentléman has - particularly: dl(hngmfhed
hlmfelf in-the caufe of: fréedom. It " o

notonous

"y
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nqtouous fadt, .that,.but a- fcw \yearsf*ﬁh&e; -

~ many of the. 1 unfortunate black: peoplepwho *
‘had been “brought from, the coloniessito

. ,thls:countxy, werg fold in; the metropolisatol

" "mer hapts -and others, when ' theirmafteré

- had no farthcr occafion. for their  feivicesy -

. _though it was: atways underftood tht’ ewrgf
pér n_was free,. as. foon - as. he landediom
the, Britith -fhore.. In: confec}umce\oﬁ thmv
.notlon, thcfe unfortumteq o

refufed. to. -go: to .the :ne
’Whom they. were.€o : W
hewgvcr feized, . and fofe}b 3 5 com’eyéd@‘f
under ‘cover.. of  the. mgh&, to ofhips:then
lying in the Tbame:, to .be- retranfpostedhto:

the colonies, and ‘to, be dellvere&agamito .

the planters as merchantable: goods: < Fthe:

. .humanc Mr. Sbarpe, was t;hB -meaiis-iofs

' puttmg a ftop, to this iniquitous - tr,’xﬁidcf

- 'Whenever he: gained information fof speopte’
‘in fuch a fituation, he-caufed them toube:
_brought on: thore.. = At-a‘confiderabléceyst .
. pence he -undertook their caufey anid:Wasiings
ftrumerital.in: obtaining: the/ifamous detFes

‘ in thhc(fc ‘of Somerfett;i that-as fdlfnfé*é’éh“y ‘
pcrfon whatever fet his foot:in- thxs cotntiy
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he came under the prote?tion of the Britifb

laws, and was confequently free. . Nor did he
- interfere lefs honourably in that eruel and dif .
graceful cafe, in the fummer of the year 1781,
when an bundred and thirty two negroes, in
their paflage to the colonies, were thrown into
the fea alive, to defraud the underwriters ; but
his pious endeavours were by no means attend=
ed with the fame fuccefs. To enumerate his .
many laudableendeavours intheextirpation of -
tyranny and oppreflion, would be to fwell
the preface into a volume: fuffice it to fay, -
© that he has written feveral books on the
{ubject, and one pafrticularly, which- he dif-
tinguifhes by the title of “ & Limitation o
« flavery.” . :

~The fecond is the Rev. Fames R)szay. ’
This gentleman refided for many years in
the #efi-Indies, in the clerical office. He
perufed all the colonial codes of law, with
a view to find if there were any favourable
claafes, by which the grievances of flaves
could be’redrefled ; but he was feverely dif-
appointed' in his purfuits. He publithed a
treatife, fince his return to England, called
4An Effay on the Treatment and Converfian of

‘ African
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African Slaves in the Britifb Sugar Colonies,
‘which I recommend to the perufal of the
humane reader. This work refleéts great
praife upon the author, fince, in order to be
of fervice to this fingularly opprefied part of -
the human fpecies, he compiled it at the ex~
pence of forfeiting that fn.endﬂup, which
he had contracted with many in thofe parts,
during a feries of years, and at the hazard,
as I am credibly informed, of fuffering much,
in his private property, as well as of Tubjett-
ing himfelf to the ill will and perfecution
of pumerous individuals.
This Effay an tbe Treatment and Conver-
Sion of African Slaves, contains fo many
important truths on the colonial flavery,
and has come fo home to the plangers,
(bcmg written by a perfon who has a_tho~
rough knowledge of the {ubje&) as to haye
occafioned a confiderablealarm. Within the
laft eight months, two publications have
cxpreﬁsly appeared againft it. One of them
isintitled “ Curfory Remarks .on Mr, Ram-
“ fay's Effay;” the other an ** dpology for
¢ Negroe Slavery.” On each of thefe L am
Lo bg}md,;
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bound, as writing on the {ubje®, to make a
few remarks. '

"* The curfory remarker infinuates, that Mr.-
Rﬁm?fay’s account of the treatment is great-
ly exaggerated, if not wholly falfe. To
this I-fhall make the‘following' reply. I

"have the honour of knowing feveral difinte-

refted gentlemen, who have been acquainted
with the Weft Indian iflands for years. I
call them difinterefted, becaufe they have
neither had a concern in the African trade,
nor in the colonial flavery : and I have heard
thefe unapimoufly affert, that Mr. Ramfay’s

" account is fo far from being exaggerated,

or taken from the moft dreary pictures that
he could find, that it is abfolutely below the
truth; that he muft have omitted many

~ inftances of cruelty, which he had feen him-

felf; and that they only wondered, how he
could have written with fo much moderation
upon the fubje&. They allow the Curfory
Remarks to be excellent as a compofition,
but declare that it is perfe@ly devoid of truth.
" But "the ?hr]bry- remarker does not de-
pend {0 much on the circumftances which’
he has advanced, (nor can he, fince they
o, have
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have no other exiftence than in his own

brain) as on the inftrument detraéf?zbn"
This he has ufed with the utmoft virylencg
through the whole of his publication, arta’
fully fuppofing, that if he could bring Mr.
Ram/?zy’i reputation into difpute, his work
would fall of courfe, as of no authenticity.
I fubmit this fimple queftion to’ the readcr.
When a writer, in attcmptmg to filence. a
publxcatlon, attacks the charatter of its au-
thor, rather than the principles of the work
1tfe]f is it not 3 proof that the work _it-
felf is unqueftionable, and that this writer
is at a lofs to find an argument againft
it?

o

But there is fomething fo very ungene-.v

rous in this mode of replication, as to re-
quxre farther notice. For if this is thc
mode, to be adopted in literary dxfputcs,
what wnter can be fafe? Or who is there,
that will not be deterred from takmg up hxs

pen in the caufe’ of virtue? There are cif-
cumftances in every perfon’s life, whxch, if
given to the publick in a malevolent 'man-
ner, and without explanatxon mx&ht cﬁ'cn-
tlally injure him in the eyés of the world;

though,
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though, were they explained, they would
be even reputable. The curfory remarker
has adopted this method of difpute; but
Mr. Ramfay has explained himfelf to the
fatisfaction of all parties, and has refuted him
in every point. The name of this curfory
remarker is Tobin: a name, which I feel
myfelf obliged to hand down with detefta-
tion, as far as I am able; and with an hint
to future writers, that they will do them-
felves more credit, and ferve more effeGtually
the caufe which they undertake, if on fuch
occafions they attack the work, rather than
the charater of the writer, who affords them
a fubjec for their lucubrations.
" Nor is this the only circumftance, which
induces me to take fuch particular notice of
the Curfory Remarks. 1 feel it incumbent
upon me to refcue an injured perfon from
the cruel afperfions that have been thrown
‘upon him, as I have been repeatedly in-
formed by thofe, who have the pleafure of -
his-acquaintance, that his chara®er is irre-
proachable. I am alfo interefted myfelf:
For if fuch detra@ion is pafitd over in
filence, my own - reputation, and not my
o L work,
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work, may be attacked by an anonymous
hireling in the caufe of flavery. -
- The dpolagy for Negroe Slavery is almoﬁ
too defpicable a compofition to merit a re~-
ply. I have only therefore to obferve, (asis
frequently the cafe in 2 bad caufe, or where
writérs do not confine themfelves to truth)
that the work refutes itfelf. This writer,
{peaking of the flave-trade, afferts, that peon
ple are never kidnapped on the coatt of 4w
rica, In {peaking of the treatment of flaves,
he afferts again, that it is of the very mildeft’
pature, and that they live in the moft com~
fortable apd happy manner imaginable.. To
prove each’of his affertions, he propofes the
following regulations. That the feafing of
flaves from Africa thould be felony, That
the premeditated murder of aflave by any per~
fon on board, thould come under the fame de-
nomination. That when flaves arrive ia the
colonies, lands thould be allotted for theirpro~
vifions, i praportionto their nymber, ot com-
miflioners thould fec that a fifiownst gquan~
tity of found wholefome provifions s PuLe
chafed. That they fhould not work .on
Sundays and otber holy-days. That extra
: b2 labour,
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labour, or night-work, our of crop, thould
be prohibited. That a./Jimited number of
ftripes thould be inflied upon them. That
they thould have annually a fuit of clothes.
That old infirm flaves fhould be properly
cared for, &c. ~——Now it can hardly be con-
ceived, that if this author had tried to injure
his caufe, or contradict himfelf, he could not
" havedone it in a more effe@tual manner, than
by this propofal of thefe falutary regulations.
For to fay that flaves are honourably obtained
on the coaft; to fay that their treatment is of
the mildeft nature, and yet to propofe the
above-mentioned regulations as neceflary, is
to refute himfelf more clearly, than I con-
fefs myfelf to be able to do it: and I
have only to requeft, that the regulations
propofed by this writer, in the defence of
flavery, may Be confidered as fo many proofs
of the affertions contained in my own work.
-1 thall clofe my account with an obferva-
tion, which is of great importance in the
prefent cafe. Of all the publications in fa-.
vour of the flave-trade, -or the fubfequent
flavery in the colonics, there is not one,

which
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which has not been written, either by a -
chaplain to-the African faGories, or by a
merchant, or by a planter, or by a perfon
whofe intereft has been connected. in the
caufe which he'has taken upon.him to de-
fend. Of this defcription are Mr. Tobin, and
the Apologifi for Negroe S/awr_y While
on the other hand thofe, who have had as
competent a knowledge of the fubje, but
. not the fame interef? as themfelves, have una-
nimoufly condemned it; and many of them
have written their fentiments upon it, at
the hazard of creating an innumerable hoft
of enemies, and of being fubjected to the .
- moft malignant oppofition,- Now, which of .
thefe are we to believe on the occafion?
Are we to believe thofe, who are paftics
concerned, who are interefted in the prac-
tice >—But the queftion does not admit of a
difpute.

Concerning my own work, it {eems pro-
per to obferve, that when. the original
Latin Differtation, as -the' title page ex-
~ prefieS, was honoured by the Univerfity

“of Cambridge with the firft of their an~ -
" nual prizes for the year 1785', I was._wait-
b3 : ed
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ed upon by fome gentlcmc% of refpe&tability
and confequence, who requefted me to pub-
lithitin Englith. The only objecion which
occurred to me was this; that having been
prevented, by an attention to other ftudies,
from obtaining that critical knowledge of
my own language, ‘which was neceflary for
an Englith compofition, 1 was fearful of ap-
pearing before the publick eye: but that, as
they flattered me with the hope, that the pub-
lication of it might be of ufe, I would certain-
ly engagc to publithiit, if they would allow me
to poﬁpone it for a little time, till I was more
in the habit of writing. They replied, that
a3 the publick attention was now excited to
the cafe of the unfortunate Africans, it would
. be ferving the caufe with double the effe&, if
1t were to be publifhed within a few months.
This argument prevailed. = Nothing but
this circumftance could have induced me
to offer an Englifh compofition to the infpec-
tion of an hoft of criticks : and I truft there-
fore that this circumftance will plead much
with the benevolent reader, in favour of
thofe faults, which he may find in the pre-
fent work,

Having
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Having thgs promifed to publith it, I
was for fome time doubtful from which
of the copies to tranflate, There were two,
the original, and an abridgement. The
latter (as thefe academical compofitions are
- generally of a certain length) was that which
was fent down to Cambridge, and honoured
with the prize. I was dctcrmined however,
upon confulting with my friends, to tran-
flate from the former. This has been fax;h-
fully done with but few * additions. The
reader will probably perceive the Latin idiom
in feveral paffages of the work, though 1 havc
endcavourcd as far-as I have been able, ta
avoid it. And [ am fo fenfible of the difad-
vantages under which it muft yet lie, as a
tranflation, that I wifh I had written upon the
fubje@, without any reference at all to the
original copy. ' ,

It will perhaps be afked, from what au-
thority I have colleCted thofe fadls, which

% The inftance of the Durch colonifts at the Cape, in the
firft part of the Effay ; the defcription of an African battle,
in the fecond ; and the poetry of a negroe girl in the third,
are the only confiderapje additions that have been made.

™
ﬁ b4 . .elate



xxiv P R EF A C E.
relate to the colonial flavery. Ireply, that k-
have had the means of the very beft of infor-"
mation on the fubject ; having the pleafure of
being acquainted with many,both in the naval
and \military departments, as’ well as' with-
feveral others, who have been long acquaint--
~ ed with America and the Wefi-Indian iflands.
The fa@s therefore which I have related,
are compiled from the difinterefted accounts
of thefe gentlemen, all of whom, I have the
happinefs to fay, have coincided, in the mi-
nuteft manner, in their defcriptions. It muit’
be remarked too, that they were compiled,
not from what thefe gentlemen heard, while
they were refident in thofe parts, but from
what they actually /zw. Nor has a fingle
inftance been taken from any book whatever
upon the {ubjet, except that which is men-
tioned in the 235th page; and this book °
was publithed in Erance, in the year 1777,
by authority.

I have now the pleafure ta fay, that the
accounts of thefe difinterefted gentlemen,
whom I confulted on the occafion, are con-
firmed by all the books which I have ever
perufed upon ﬂavery, except thofe which

have
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have been written by merchants, planters, &e.
They are confirmed by Sir Hans Sloane’s Voy-
age to Barbadoes ; Grifith Hughes's Hiftory
of ,the fame ifland, printed 1750; an Ace~
count of North America, by Thomas Fefferies,
1761 ; all Benezet’s works, &c. &c. and par-
ticularly by Mr. Ram/ay’s Eflay on the Treat~
ment and Converfion of the African Slaves
in the Britith Sugar Colonics ; a work which
is now firmly eftablithed ; and, I may add,
in a very extraordinary’ manner, in confe-~
quence of the controverfy which this gen-
tleman has fuftained with the Curfory Re-
marker, by V{hich feveral facts which were
mentioned in the original copy of my own
work, before the controverfy began, and
which had never appeared in any work upon
the fubjelt, have been brought to light.
Nor has it reccived lefs fupport from a let-
ter, publithed only laft wecek, from Capt.
J. 5. Smith, of the Royal Navy, to the
Rev. Mr. Hill; on the former of whom
too high encomiums cannot be beftowed,
for ftanding forth in that noble and difinte-
refted manner, in behalf of an injured cha-
ralter, .

I have
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I have now only to {olicit the reader again, ’
that he will ;make a favouxa,blc allowance; '
for the prcﬂ:nt work, not only from thofe: -
circumftances which I have meptioned, but
from the confideration, that only two months -
ar¢ allowed by the Univerfity for thefe their
- annual compofitions. Should he however
be unpropitious to my requeft; I muft con-
fole myfelf with the refleGion, (a refleGion-
.that will always afford me pleafure, cven

amidft the cenfures of the great,) that by .

‘ undcrtakmg the caufe of the unfortunatc Af~
ricans, I have undertaken, as far as my abi-
htxcs would permit, the caufc of mJurcd
mnoccnce

London, ]une ift 1786 4 ;_4»'
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N.B. In iaagc 18 a Latin note has been inferted by mif.
take, under the quotation of Diodorus Siculus. The reader
will find the original Greek of the fame fignification, in the
fame author, at page 49. Editio Stephani. .
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ON THE

SLavERY and COMMERCE ~

OF THE

HUMAN SPECIES.

Isn THREE PARTS.

 PART L
Tue HISTORY or SLAVERY.
'C H AP L

‘HE N civilized, as well as bar~
barous nations, have been found,
through along fucceffion of ages, uniform-
ly to concur in the fame cuftoms, there
feems to arife a prefumption, that fuch cuf-
toms are not only eminently ufeful, but
A are
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are founded alfo on the principles of juftice.

Such is the cafe with refpect to Slavery: it
has had the concurrence of all the nations,

which hiftory has recorded, and the repeat-

ed pra&ice of ages from the remoteft anti-

quity, in its favour. Here then is an argu-

ment, deduced from the general confent and

argreement of mankind, in favour of the pro-

pofed fubject: but alas! when we refle¢t

that the people, thus reduced to a ftate of
fervitude, have had the fame feelings with

ourfelves 5, when we refle@ that they have-
had the fame propenfities to pleafure, and

the fame averfions from pain ; another argu-

ment feems immediately to arife in oppofi-

tion to the former, deduced from our own

feelings and that divine fympathy, which

nature has implanted in our breafts, for the

moft ufeful and generous of purpofes. To

afcertain the truth therefore, where two fuch

oppofite fources of argument occur ; where -
the force of cuftom pleads ftrongly on the
one hand, and the feelings of humanity on
the other; is a matter of much importance,
as the dignity of human nature is concerned,
and the rights and liberties of mankind will
be involved in its difcuflion, '

It



ofr THE HumaN SpEciEs. 3

It will be neceffary, before this point-can
be determined, to confult the Hiftory of
Slavery, and to lay before the" reader, in" as
concife a manner as poflible, a general view
of it from its carlieft appearance to the pre-
fent day. . :

The firft, whom we fhall mention here~
to have been'reduced to a ftate of fervitude,

- may be comprehended in that clafs, which

is ufually denominated the Mercenary. It
confifted of free-born citizens, who, from
the various contingencies of fortune, had
become fo poor, as to have recourfe for
their fupport to the fervice of the rich. Of
this kind were thofe, both among the Egyp-
tians and the Jews, who are recorded in
the * facred writings. + The Grecian Thetes
alfo were of this defcription, as well as-
thofe among the Romans, from whom the

® Genefis, Ch. 47. Leviticus xxv. v. 39, 40.
+ The T/xm appear very carly in the Grecian Hiftory.
4 Tivie avrd

Kegor Emor] 102nne eEaipdlas B fol adsf

Otitig 7¢. Apwes 7¢; Od. Homer. A. 642. - They were
afterwards fo much in ufe, that < Mugios' Py 7edidy]o
 talus, wse JuAivkiy xatd a-u;«j’gz;ny,” till Solon fupprefred
the cuftom in Athens,

A 2 clafs
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_clafs receives its appetlation, the || Mer-
cenarsi. v S
We may obferve of the above-mentioned,
that their fituation was in many inftances
fimilar to that of our own fervants. - There
was an exprefs contract between the parties
they could, moft of them, demand their
difcharge, if they were ill ufed by their:-re-
fpe@ive mafters; and they were trcated
therefore with more humanity than thofe,
whom we ufually diftinguith in our lan-
guage by the appellation of Siaves.

As this clafs of fervants was compofed of
men, who had been reduced to fuch a fitya-
tion by the contingencies of fortune, “and
not by their own mifcondu&; fo there was
another among the ancients, compofed en-
tirely of thofe, who had fuffered the lofs of
libertyafrom their own imprudence. To
this clafs may be reduced the Grecian Pro-

Il The mention of thefe is frequent among the claffics ; they
were called in general mercenarii, from the circumftances of
their Zire, as ** quibus, non malé pracipiunt, qui ita jubent
“ uti, ut mercenariis, operam  exigendam, jufta preebenda.
*« Cicero de off.”  But they are fometimes mentioned in the -
. faw books by the name of liberi, from the circumftances of
their birth, to diftinguifh them from the akieni, or foreiguers,
a Joftinian. D. 7. 8. 4.—Id. 21. 1. 25, &c. &c. &c.

digals,



or THe HuMAN Sprelks. [§

- digeks, who were detained in the fervice of
their creditors, till the fruits of ‘thcir la~
bour were equivalent to theis debts; the
delinguents, who were fentenced to the oar;
and the German emrbufiafls, as mentioned by
Tacitus, who were fo immoderately charm-
ed with gaming, as, when every thing elfe
was gone, to have ftaked theix liberty and
their very felves. ¢ The lofer,” fays he,
“ goes into a voluntary fervitude, and though
¢« younger and ftronger than the perfon with
¢ whom he played, patiently fuffers him- -
¢¢ felf to be bound and fold. Their perfe~

. ¢¢ yerance in fo bad a cuftom is fiiled ho-
# nour. ‘The flaves, thus obtained, are im~
*« mediately exchanged away in commerce,
s¢ that the winner may get rid of the fcan~
¢ dal of his viGtory.” ,

To enumerate other inftances, would be
unneceffary : it will be fufficient to obferve,
that the fervants of this clafs were in a
far more wretched fituation, than thofe of
the former ; their dvudgery was more in-
tenfe ; their treatment more fevere ; and
there was no retreat at pleafure, from the
frowns and lafhes of their defpotick mafters.

A3 Having
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Having premifed this, we may now pro-
ceed to a general divifion of flavery, into
voluntary and involuntary. The woluntary
will comprehend the two clafles, which we
have already mentioned; for, in the firft
inftance, there was a conzraé?, founded on
confent ; and, in the fecond, there was a
choice of engaging or not in. thofe praéices,
the known confequences of which were
fervitude. The fnvoluntary;” on the other
hand, will comprehend thofe, who were
forced, without any fuch condition or choice,
into a fituation, which as it tended to de-
grade a part of the human fpecies, and- to
clafs it with the brutal, muft have been, of
all human fituations, the moft wretched and
infupportable. - Thefe are they, whom we
fhall confider folely in the prefent work.
We fhall therefore take our leave of the
former, as they were mentioned only, that
we might ftate the queftion with greater
accuracy, and. be the better enabled to re-
duce it to its proper limits.

CHAP,
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C H A P. 1IL

The firft that will be mentioned, of the
fnvoluntary, were prifoners of war. ¥ < It
““ was a law, eftablithed from time imme-
¢ morial among the nations of antiquity, to
‘¢ oblige thofe to undergo the feverities of
““ fervitude, whom victory had thrown into
¢ their hands.” Conformably with this,
we find all the Eaftern nations unanimous
in the practice. The fame cuftom prevailed
among the people of the Weft; for as the
Helots became the f{laves of the Spartans,’
from the right of conqueft only, fo ‘prifo-
ners of war were reduced to the fame fitua-
tion by the reft of the inhabitants of Greece.
By the fame principles that atuated thefe,
were the Romans alfo influenced. Their
Hiftory will confirm the fact : for how many
cities are recorded to have been taken; how
many armies to have been vanquithed in
the field, and the wretched furvivors, in
both inftances, to have been doomed to fer-

* Nl v wagw Avbpsmas didils tow, Sray worzudilery
¢ whnis daG, Ty EniViwr eias 1y 18 Zaudla 70y v Ti whhets
% 78 ygipdla.”  Xenoph. Kuge [aid L. 7. fin.

A4 vitude ?
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vitude ? It remains only now to obferve, in
" fhewing this cuftom .to have been univerfal,
that all thofe nations which affifted in over-
turning the Roman Empire, though many
and various, adopted the fame meafures;
- for we find it a general maxim in their
polity, that whoever thould fall into their
hands as a prifoner of war, thould imme-
diately be reduced to the condition of a .
flave, :

It may here, perhaps, be not unworthy
of \remark, that the involuntary were of
greater antiquity than the wvoluntary flaves.
The latter are firft mentioned in the time of
Pharaoh: they could have arifen only in a
ftate of fociety; when property, after its
divifion, had become fo unequal, as to mul-
tiply -the wants of individuals; and when
government, after its eftablithment, had
given fecurity to the pofleflor by the punith-
ment of crimes. Whereas the former feem
to be dated with more propriety from the
days of Nimrod ; who gave rife probably to
that infeparable idea of vwiffory and fervitude,
which we find among the nations of anti-
quity, and which has exifted uniformly fince,

in
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in one country -or another, to the prefent
day.*

Add to this, that they might have arifen
even in a ftate of nature, and have been coe-
val with the quarrels of mankind,

C H A P. IL

But it was not viGtory alone, or any pre-
fuppofed right, founded ‘in the damages of
war, that afforded a pretence for invading
the liberties of mankind: the honourable
light, in which piracy was confidered in the
uncivilized ages of the world, contributed
not a little to the favery of the human fpe-

cies. Piracy had-a very early beginning.
¢ The Grecians,” 1 fays Thucydides, ¢ in
¢¢ their primitive ftate, as well as the ceon-
¢ temporary barbarians, who inhabited the
“ fea coafts and iflands, gave themfelves
¢ wholly to it; it was, in fhort, their anly
¢ profcﬂion and fupport.” The writings

* ¢« Proud Nimrod firft the bloody chace began,
“ A mighty hunterl and his prey was man.”

' Pozes.
1 Thucydides. L. 1. fub injtia,
- of
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of Homer " are fufficient  of themfelves to
eftablifh this account. They fhew it to
have been a common prattice at fo early a
period as that of the Trojan war; and
abound with many lively defcriptions of it,
which, had they been as groundlefs as they
are beautiful, would have frequently fpared
the figh of the “reader of fenﬁbxhty and
_reflection.

The piracies, which were thus praéhfcd
in the early ages, may be confidered as pub-
lick or private. Inthe former, whole crews
embarked for the - benefit of their refpec-
tive tribes. They made efcents on the
fea coafts, carried off cattle, {Urprized whole
villages, put many of the inhabitants to the
fword, and carried others into flavery.

In the latter, individuals only were con-
cerned, and the emolument was their own.
Thefe landed from their fhips, and, going
up into the country, ‘concealed themfelves

. in the woods and thickets; .where they

waited every opportunity of catching the
-4 Idem. — —-:—- ¢ the ﬁrongeﬂ,” fays he, < engaging
“¢ in thefe adventures, Kipd'ss 78 ooefigs al7ay Erexa ¥ 3905
< daleriat Toopiis.”
' unfortunate
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unfortunate thepherd or hufbandman alone.
In this fitaation they fallied out upon him,
dragged him on board, conveyed him to a
foreig gn market, and ‘fold him for a flave.

To ‘this kind of piracy Ulyfles alludes, -
in @ppoﬁuon to the former, which he had

been juft before inentioning, in hxs quef-
tion to Eumceus.

* « Did pirates wait, till 4ll thy friends were gone,
¢ To catch thee fingly with thy Aocks alone ;
« Say, did they force thee from thy fleecy care,
““ And from thy fields tranfport and fell thee here ?**

But no picture, perhaps, of this mode of
depredation, is equal to that, with which 1
-Xenophon prefents us in the fimple narratwc
of a dance. He informs us that the Gre-
cian army had condluded a peace with the
Paphlagonians, and that they entertained
their embaffadors in confcquence with a ban-
quet, and the ex'hlbltlon of various feats of
activity. ¢ When the Thracians,” fays he,
¢ had performed the parts allotted them in

¢ this entertainment, fome /Enianian and
€ Magnetian foldiers rofe up, and, accoutred

_ ® Homer. Odyfs. L. 135. 385.
1 Xenoph. Kuge Ava€. L. 6. fub initio,

€ in

o~
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¢ in their proper arms, exhibited that dance,
¢ which is called Karpawa. The figure of
it is thus. - One of them, in the chara@er
¢ of an hufbandman, is feen to till his land,
¢¢ and is obferved, as he drives his plough,
¢ to look frequently behind him, as if ap-
¢¢ prehenfive of danger. Another imme-
“¢ diately appears in fight, in the charaéter
¢ of a robber, The hufhandman, having
“{een him previoufly advancing, fnatches
““up his arms, A battle enfues before the
¢ plough. The whole of this performance
¢ is kept in perfe time with the mufick
““ of the flute, At length tke robber, hav
““ing got the better of the hufbandman,
*“ binds him, and drives him off with.his .
““ team. Somectimes it happens that the
¢ hufbandman fubdues the robber: in this
“ cafe the fcene is only reverfed, as the
“latter is then bound ‘and driven off by
-« the former.” : '
It is fcarcely neceffary to obferve, that
this dance was a reprefentation of the gene- -
ral manners of men, in the more uncivilie
zed ages of the world; fhewing that the
hufbandman and thepherd lived in continual
alarm,
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alarm, and that there were people in thofe
ages, who derived their pleafures and for-
tunes from &iwdnapping and enflaving their
fellow creatures. )

We may now take notice of a circum-
ftance in this narration, which will lead us
to a review of our firft aflfertion on this
point, ¢ that the honourable light, in which
¢ piracy was confidered in the times of bar-
“¢ barifm, contributed not a little to the
*¢ flavery of the human fpecies.” The rob-
ber is reprefented here as frequently defeat~
ed in his attempts, and as reduced to 'that
deplorable fituation, to which he was en-
deavouring to bring another. = This thews
the frequent difficulty and danger of his un-
dertakings : people would not tamely refign
their lives or liberties, without a &rugglé.
They were fometimes prepared ; were (-
perior often, in many points of view, to
thefe invaders of their liberty.; there were
an hundred accidental circumftances fre-
quently in their favour. Thefe adventures
therefore required all the fkill, ftrength,
agility, valour, and every thing, in fhort,
that may be fuppofed to conftitute heroifin,

to
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to conduct them with fuccefs. Upon this
idea piratical expeditions frft came into
repute, and their frequency afterwards, -to-
gether with the danger and fortitude, that
were infeparably conne®ed with them,
brought them into fuch credit among the
barbarous nations of antiquity, that of all
human profeflions, piracy was the moft ho-
nourable.* )

The notions then, which were thus an-
nexed to pira'tﬂicalvexpeditioﬁs, did not fail
to produce thofe confequences, which we
have meationed before. They afforded an
’o’pportunity to the views of avarice and am-
bition, to conceal themfelves under themafk of
virtue. They excited a fpirit of enterprize,
of all others the moft irrefiftible, as it fub-
fifted on the ftrongelt principles of action,
emolument and honour. Thus could the
vileft -of paflions be gratified with impu-
nity. People were robbed, ftolen, murders=
ed, under the pretended idea that thefe were

* dn by rvris we Alry i iy T8 feyou, ¢6010G- I TiN
a6Ens ydrror. Thucydides, L. 1. fub initio.
:

X% wxnies 1870 of Kiunes ivbpudor. . Sextus Empiricus.
¥x ddofor daX Erdo%or 7870 Schol. &c. &c.

reputable
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reputable adventures: ecvery enormity in
thort was committed, and drefled up -in
the habiliments of honour. ‘

But as the notions of men in the lefs
barbarous ages, which followed, became
more corre&ted and refined, the practice of
piracy began gradually to difappear. It.
had hitherto been fupported on the grand
columns of emolument and bonour. When
the latter therefore was removed, it receiv-
ed a confiderable thock ; but, alas ! it had
ftill a pillar for its {upport! avarice, which
exifts in all ftates, and which is ready to
turn every invention to its own ends, ftrain-
ed hard for its prefervation. It had been
produced in the ages of barbarifm; it had
been pointed out in thofe ages as lucrative,
and under this notion it wasg continued,
People were ftill ftolen ; many were inter-
cepted (fome, in their purfuits of pleafure,
others, in the difcharge of their {everal oc-
cupations) by their own countrymen’; who
previoufly laid in wait for them, and fold
them afterwards for flaves ; whijle others
feized by merchants, who traded. on the
different coafts, were torn from their friends

and
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and cennetions, and carried into flavery.
The merchants of Theflaly, if we can credit
* Ariftophanes who never fpared the vices
of the times, were particularly infamous for
the latter kind of depredation ; the Athenians
had pratifed thefe robberies to fuch an alarm-
ing degree of danger to individuals, that it
was found neceffary to enact a 1 law, which
punithed kidnappers with death.—But this
is fofficient for our prefent purpofe; it .
will enable us to affert, that there were two
claffes of'\ involuntary flaves among the an-
cients, ‘¢ of thofe who were taken publick-
¢ ly in a ftate of war, and of thofe who
¢ were privately ftolen in a ftate of inno-
¢« cence and’ peace.” We may now add,
that the children and defcendents of thefe
compofed a third.

C H A P.' IV,

It will be proper to fay fomething here
~ concerning the fituation of the unfortunate

® Ariftoph. Plut, A&. z. Scene [
3 Zenoph, Axiurmya, L, 1,

men »
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men, who were thus doomed to a fifek of
fervitude. To enumerate their various em=
ployments, and to defcribe the miferies which
they endured in confequence, either from the
feverity, or the long and conftant applica-
tion of their labour, would exceed the bounds
we have propofed to the prefent work. We
fhall confine ourfelves to their perfonal treat-
ment, as depending on the power of their
mafters, and. the prote&ion of the law.
Their treatment, if confidered in this light,
will equally excite our pity and abhorrence.
They were beaten, ftarved, tortured, mur-
dered at difcretion : they were dead in a
civil fenfe ; they had neither name nor tribe;
were incapable "of a judicial procefs ; were
in fhort without appeal. Poor unfortunate
men! to be deprived of all poffible protec-
tion! to fuffer the bittereft of injuries with-
out the poffibility of redrefs! to be con-
demned unheard ! to be murdered with im-
punity! to be confidered as dead in that
ftate, the very members of which they were
fupporting by their labours !
Yet fuch was their general fituation :
there were'two places however, where their
B condition,
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condition, if confidered in this point of view,

- was more tolerable. The Agyptian flave,
though perhaps of all others the greateft
drudge, yet if he had time to reach the
*tempfe of Hercules, found a certain re-
treat from the perfecation of his mafter ;
and he received additional comfort from the
refle&ion, that his life, whether he could .
reach it or not, dould not be taken with
impunity. Wife and falutary 4 law! how
often muft it have curbed the infolence of
power, and ftopped thofe paffions in their
progrefs, which had otherwife beer deftruc-
tive to the flave!

But though the perfons of flaves were
thus greatly fecured in Zgypt, yet there
was no place fo favourable to them as
- Athens. They were allowed a greater li-
berty of fpeech ;1 they had their convivial
meetings, their amours, their hours of re-

® Herodotus. L. 2.1 13.

+ ¢ Apud Zgvptios, fi quis fervum fponte occiderat, eum
¢ morte damnari zque ac fi liberum‘occidiﬂ'ct,juﬁebant leges
¢ &c.” Diodorus Sic. L. 1.

1 “¢ Atq id ne vos miremini, Homines fervulos

. “* Potare, amare, atq ad ggenam condicere.

¢ Licet hoc Athenis.
“¢ Plautus. Sticho.

laxation,
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laxation, pleafantry, and mirth ; they were
treated, in thort, svith fo much humanity
in general, as to occafion that obfervation’
of Demofthenes, in his fecond Philippick,
¢ that the condition of a flave, at Athens,
¢ was preferable to that of a free citizen,
“’in many other countries.” But if any
exception happened (which was fometimes
the cafe) - from the general treatment de-
feribed 5 if perfecution took the plice of
lenity, and made the fangs of fervitude more,
pointed than before,* they "had then their
temple, like the Agyptian, for refuge;
where the legiflature was fo attentive, as to
examine their complaints, and to order them,
if they were founded in juftice, to be fold
to another mafter. Nor was this all ; hey '
had a privilege infinitely greater than the
whole of thefe. They ‘were allowed an op-
portunity of working for themfelves, and
if their diligence had procured them a fum
equivalent with their ranfom, they could

A Y] xgiﬂ;av isw ¢is T3 Ongdioy
“ Agu[my, etd 4" fws 2y tewuly wHLTIY,
b pivery) Anﬁoph Horz.
Kaxs Todde mdsyuaty dde wpaTIV
A7 guv, Eupolis. wores.

B2 immedi-
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immediately, on paying it down,} demand
their freedom for ever. ‘This law was, of
all others, the moft important ; as the prof-
pe&t of liberty, which it afforded, muft
have been a continual fource of the moft
pleafing reflettions, and have greatly fweet-
ened the draught, even of the moft bitter
flavery. »

Thus then, to the eternal honour of
ZEgypt and Athens,-they were the only
places that we can find, where flaves were
confidered with-any humanity at all. The
reft of the world feemed to vie with each
other, in the debafement and oppreflion of
thefe unfortunate people. They ufed them
with as much feverity as they chofe ; they
meafured their treatment only by their own
paffion and caprice ; and, by leaving them
on every occafion, without the poffibility -
of an appeal, they rendered their fituation

1 To this privilege Plautus alludes in his Cafina, where he
introduces a flave, {peaking in the following manner.
¢ Quid tu me verd libertate territas ?
“¢ Quod fi tu nolis, filiufque etiam tuys
““ Vobis invitis, atq amborum ingratiis,
*¢ Una libella liber pofum fieri.,

the
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the moft melancholy and. ‘intolerable, that
can poffibly be conceived. ,

C H A P. V,

As we have mentioned the barbarous and
inhuman treatment that generallly fell to
the lot of flaves, it may not be amifs to in-
quire into the various circumftances by
which it was produced.

The firft circumftance, from whence it
originated, was the commerce :. for if pen
could be confidered as poffeffions; if; like
cattle, they could be bought and fold, it will
not be difficult to fuppofe, that they could.
be held in the fame confideration, or treat-
ed in the fame manner. The commerce
therefore, which was begun in the primi-
tive ages of the world, by clafling them with
the brutal fpecies, and by habituating the
mind to confider the terms of druze and
Slave 2s _fynonimous, foon caufed them to be
viewed in a low and defpicable light, and
as greatly inferiour to the human fpecies.
Hence proceeded that treatment, which
might not unreafonably be fuppofed to arife

B3 from
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from fo low an eftimation. They were
tamed, like beafts, by the ftings of hunger
and the lath, and their education was di-
re&ed to the fame end, to make them com-
modious inftruments of labour for their
poffcﬂbm.

This ¢regtment, which thus proceeded in
the ages of barbarifm, from the low eftima-
tion, in which flaves were unfortunately
held from the circumftances of the com-
‘merce, did not fail of producing, in the
fame inftant, its own effett. It deprefied
their ‘minds; it nombed their faculties;
and, by preventing thofe fparks of genius
from blazing forth, which had otherwife
been confpicuous ; it gave them the appear-
ance of being endued with inferiour capa-
cities than the reft of mankind. ‘This ef-
fe&t of the freatment had made fo confide-
rable a progrefs, as to have been a matter
of obfervation in the days of Homer.

¥ For half bis fenfes Jove conveys away,
I¥ham once he dooms to fee the fervile day.

* Homer. Odyf. P. 322. 1In the lateft edition of Homer,
. the werd, which we have tranflated fenses, is ApeTi, O wirtue,
but the old and proper reading is Noé¢, as appears from Plato
de Legibus, ¢h. 6, where he quotes it on a fimilar occafion.

Thus,
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Thus then did the commerce, by clafling
them originally with érutes, and. the con-
fequent treatment, by cramping their abi-
lities, and hindering them from becoming
confpicuous, give to thefe unfortunate peo-
ple, at a very early period, the moft unfa-
vourable appearance. The rifing generati-
ons, who received both the commerce and
treatment from their anceftors, and who
had always been accuftomed to behold their
effects, did not confider thefe ejfeéts as inci-
dental : they judged only from what they
faw; they believed the appearances to be
real ; and hence arofe the combined prin-
ciple, that flaves were an snferiour order
of men, and perfectly void of wnderfland-
ing. Upon this principle it was, that the
_former trcatment began to be fully con-
firmed and eftablithed ; and as this preneiple
was handed down and diffeminated, f{o it
became, in fucceeding ages, an excufe for
any f{everity, that defpotifm might fuggeft.

We may obferve here, that as all natjons
had this excufe in common, as arifing from
the circumflances above-mentioned, fo the
Greeks firft, and the. Romans . afterwards,

B4 had
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had an additional {m'ujé, as anﬁng from thcn’
- own vantty. ‘ :

The former havmg conquered Troy, and
having united themfelves under one com-
“mon name and intereft, began, from that
period, to diftinguith the reft of the world by
the title of baréarians ; inferring by fuch an.
appellation, * < that they were men whowere
¢¢ only noble in their own country ; that they
¢¢ had no right, from their nazure,to authority
““ or command; that, on the contrary, fo
¢ low were their capacities, they were de/~
‘¢ tined by nature fo obey, and to live in a
“ ftate of perpetual drudgery and fubjuga-
¢ tion.” Conformable with this opinion
was the treatment, which was accordingly
prefcribed to a barbgrian. ‘The philofopher
Ariftotle himfelf, in the advice which he
gave to- his pupil Alexander, before he went
upon his Afiatick expédition, + intreated him
to “ ufe the Greeks, as it became a general,

¢ Ariftotle. Polit. ‘Ch. z. et infeq. :
T EAMNG 1 myepovinss, Tois & BapCapors J‘e.f—ra'}nm ,(pm- )

" Bar :5 T8V Wiy ds girey X dineoy Tmiperdobar, rois J2 ols
{dous i guleis weorgesiaur. Plutarch, de Fortun. Alexand.

Qrat. 1.
« but
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ss but the darbarians, as it became a mafler s
s confider, fays he, the former as friends
s and domefticks ; but the latter, as brutesand
“ plants ;7 inferring that the Greeks, from
the fuperiority of: their capacities, had a
natural right to dominion, and that the reft
of the world, from the inferiority of their
own, were to be confidered and treated as
the irrational part of the creation.

Now, if we confider that this was the
treatment, which they judged to be abfo-
lutely proper for people of this defcription, .

: ahd that their flaves were uniformly thofe,
whom they termed baréarians; being gene~
rally fuch, as were either kidnapped from
Barbary, or purchafed from the barébarian
conquerors in their wars with one another ;
we fhall immediately fee, with what an ad-
ditional excufe their own vanity had fur-’
nithed them for the fallies of caprice and
pafiion.

To refute thefe eruel fentiments of the
ancients, and to fhew that their flaves were
by no means an inferiour order of beings
than themfelves, may perhaps be confidered
as an unneceflary tafk ; particularly, as hav-

ing
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ing fhewn, that the caufes of this inferiour
appearance were incidental, arifing, on the -
one hand, from the combined effes of the
treatment and commerce, and, on the other,
from wvanity and pride, we feem to have re-
futed them already. But we truft that fome
few obferyations, in vindication of  thefe
unfortunate pcople, will neither be unac-
ceptable nor improper.

How then fhall we begin the refutation ?
Shall we fay with Seéneca, who faw many
of the flaves in queftion, “ What is a nighz,
¢ or a libertine, or a flave? Are they not
‘¢ names, aflumed either from snjury or am-
 bition2” Or, fhall we fay with him on
another occafidn, Let us confider that he,
¢« whom we call our flave, is born in the
¢ fame manner as ourfelves ; that he enjoys
¢¢ the fame fky, with all its heavenly lumi-
“¢ naries ; that he breathes, that he lives, in
¢ the fame manner as ourfélves, and, in the
¢ fame manner, that he expires.” Thefe
confiderations, we confefs, would furnifh
us with a plentiful fource of arguments in
the cafe before us; but we decline their
afiiftance. How then fhall we begin ? Shall

: we
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we enumerate the many mf’nnces of fidelity,
patience, or valour, that are recorded of the
fervile race ? Shall we enumcrate the many
lmportant fervices, that they rendered both
to the individuals and the community, un-
der whom they lived? Here would be a
fecond fource, from whence we could col-
le¢t futlicient materials to thew, that there
was no inferiority in thelr nature. But we
decline to ufe them. We fhall content
onrfelves with fome few inﬁanccs that re-
late to the genius only: we fhall mention
the names of thofe of a fervile condition,
whole writings, having efcaped the wreck
of time, and having been handed down even
to the prefent age, are now to be fcen, as
fo many living monuments, that neither the
Grecian, nor Roman genius, was fupcriour
to their own. _

‘The. firft, whom we fhall mention here,
is the famous Aifop. He was a Phrygian
by birth, and lived in the time of Creefus,
king of Lydia, to whom he dedicated his
fables. The writings of this great man, in
whatever light ‘we confider them, will be
equally entitled to our admiration. But we

are
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are well aware, “that the very mention of
him as a writer of fables, may depreciate him
in' the eyes of fome. To fuch we fhall
propofe a queftion, ¢ Whether this fpecies
*¢ of writing has not been more beneficial
¢t to mankind; or whether it has not pro-
« duced more important events, than any
¢ other ?”

With refpec to the firft confideration, it
is evident that thefe fables, as confifting of
plain and fimple t::anfa&ion%, are parti-
cularly eafy to be underftood ; as convey-
ed in images, they pleafe and feduce the
mind; and, as containing a moral, eafily
deducible on the fide of virtue; that they
afford, at the fame time, the moft weighty
precepts of philofophy. Here then arc the
two grand points of compofition, ‘“a man-
« ner of expreflion to be apprehened by the
¢ loweft capacitics, and, * (what is con-
“¢ fidered as a victory in the art) an happy
« conjun&ion of utility and pleafure.”
Hence Quintilian recommends them, as fin-
gularly ufeful, and as admirably adapted,
to the puerile; age; as a juft gradation be-

* Omne tulit pun&um, qui mifcuit utile dulci.. Horace.
tween
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tween_the language of the nurfe and the
preceptor, and as furnithing maxims of pru-
dence and virtue, at a time when the fpecu-
lative principles of philofophy are too dif-
ficult to be underftood. Hence alfo having
been introduced by moft civilized nations
into their- fyftem of education, they have
produced that general benefit, to which we
at firft alluded. Nor have they been of lefs
confequence in maturity ; but particularly
to thofe of inferiour capacities, or little eru-
dition, whom they have frequently ferved
as a guide to condu them in life, and as a
medium, through which an explanation
might be made, cn many and important oc-
cafions.

With refpet to the latter confideration,
which is eafily deducible from hence, we
thall only appeal to the wonderful effe,
which the fable, pronounced by Demofthe-
nes againft Philip of Macedon, produced
among his hearers; or to the fable, which
was fpoken by Menenius Agrippa to the
- Roman populace; by which an illiterate
multitude were brought back to their duty

as
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as citizens, when no other fpecies of ora-

tory could prevail.

" To thefe truly fngenious, and pbilofophical
works of Afop, we fhall add thofe of his
imitator Pheedrus, which in purity and ele-
gance of ftyle, are inferiour to none.
We thall add alfo the Lyrick Poetry of Alc-
man, which is no férvie compofition ; the
fublime Morals of Epictetus, and tﬁe incom-
parable comedies of Terence.

Thus then does it appear, that the exczﬁ
which was uniformly ftarted in defence of
the treatment of flaves, had no foundation
whatever either in truth or juftice. The
inftances that we have mentioned above, are
fufficient to thew, that there was no inferi-
ority, either in their nature, or their under-
ftandings : and at the fame time that they
refute the principles of the ancients, they
afford a valuable leflon to thofe, who have
been accuftomed to form too precipitate a

- judgmenton the abilities of men: for, alas!
how often has fecret anguifp deprefled the
fpirits of thofe, whom they have frequent-
ly cenfured, from their gloomy and dejected
appearance ! and how often, on the other

hand
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hand; has their judgment refulted from their
own.vanity and pride ! '

C H A P VL

We proceed now to the confideration of
the commerce : in confequence of which, peo~
ple, endued with the fame feelings and fa-
culties as ourfelves, were made fubjet to
. the laws and limitations of po/féfion.

This commerce of the human fpecies was
of a very carly date. It was founded on the
idea that men were property; and, as this
idea was coeval with the firft order of /zvo~
Iunla}*y flaves, it muft have,arifen, (if the
date, which we previoufly affixed to that
order, be right) in the firft pra@ices of bar-
ter. The Story of Jofeph, as recorded in
the facred writings, whom his brothers fold
from an envious fufpicion of his future
greatnefs, is an ample teftimony of the truth
of this conjecture. It thews that there were
men, even at that early period, who travel-
led up and down as merchants, collé&ing
not only balm, myrrh, fpicery, and other
wares, but the human fpecies alfo, for the

' purpofes
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purpofes of traffick. The inftant determi-
nation of the brothers, on the firft fight of .
the merc‘hénts, to fell bim, and the immnie-
diate acquiefcence of thefe, who purchafed
him for a foreign market, prove that this
commerce had been then eftablithed, not
only in that part of the country, where
this tranfattion happened, but in that alfo,
whither the merchants were then travelling ‘
with their camels, namely, A gypt: and they
thew farther, that, as all cuftoms require
time for their eftablifhment, fo it muft have
exifted in the ages, previous to that of Pha-
- raoh ; that is, in thofe ages, in which we
fixed the firft date of inveluntary fervitude.
This commerce then, as appears by the pre-
fent inftance, exifted in the earlieft practices
of barter, and had defcended to the Agyp-
tians, through as long a period of time, as
was f{uflicient to have made it, in the times
alluded to, an eftablithed cuftom. Thus
was Egypt, in thofe days, the place of the
greateft refort ; the grand emporium of trade,
to which people were driving their mer-
chandize, as to a centre; and, thus did it
afford, among other opportunities of traffick,

~ the
{
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the firf market that is recorded, for the fale
of the human fpecies.

This market, which was thus {upphcd
by the conftant concourfe of merchants,
who reforted to it from various parts, could
not fail, by thefe means, to have been con-
fiderable. It received, afterwards, an addi-
tional fupply from thofe piracies, which we
mentioned to have exifted in the uncivili-
zed ages of the world, and which, in fa&,
it greatly promoted and encouraged; and
it became, from thefe united circumftances,
fo famous, as to have been known, within
a few centuries from the time of Pharaoh,
both to the Grecian colonies in Afia, and
the Grecian iflands.  Homer mentions Cy-
prus and Zgypt as the common markets
for flaves, about the times of the Trojan
war. Thus Antinous, offended with Ulyf-
fes, threatens to fend him to * one of thefe
places, if he does not inftantly depart
-from his table. The fame poet alfo, in
his 1 hymn to Bacchus, mentions them .

* M Tdya wimpiv Kryuror Kv'wg’oy i, Hom. Odyf.
L. 17. 448.
$ L. 26.

c again,
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again, but in a more unequivocal mannér,
as the common markets for.flaves.. He takes
occafion, in that hymn, to defcribe the pi-
rates method of fcouring the coaft, from the
circumftance of their having kidnapped Bac-
chus, as a noble youth, for whom they ex-
peted an immenfe ranfom. The captain of
the veflel, having dragged him on board, is
reprefented as addrefling himfelf thus, to
the fteerfman:

« Haul in the tackle, hoift aloft the fiil, .
 Then take your helm, and watch the doubtful gale !
¢« To mind the captive prey, be our’s the care,

“ While you to Zgypt or to Cyprus fteer;

¢ There thall he go, unlefs his friends he’ll tell,

. Whofe ranfom-gifts will pay us full as well.”

It may not perhaps be confidered as a.di-
greflion, to mention in few words, by itfelf,
the wonderful concordance of the writings
~of Mofes and Homer with the cafe before
us : not that the former, from their divine
authority, want additional fupport, but be-
caufe it cannot be unpleafant to fee them
confirmed by a perfon, who, being one of
the earlieft writers, and living in a very

remote age, was the firft that could afford
us any additional proof of the circum-

ftances
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ftances above-mentioned. /Egypt i3 re-
_prefented, in the firft book of the facred
writings, as a market for flaves, and, in the
* fecond, as famous for the feverity of . its
fervitude. 7§ The fame line, which we have '
already cited from Homer, conveys to us
the fame ideas. It points it out as a mar-
ket for the human fpecies, and by the epi-
thet of ¢ itter Egypt,” (+ which epithet
is peculiarly annexed to it on this occafion)
alludes in the ftrongeft manner to that fevea
‘rity and rigour, of which the facred hifto-
rian tran{mitted us the firft account.

But, ta return.  Though Agypt was the
firft market recorded for this fpecies of
traffick ; .and though Zgypt, and Cyprus
afterwards, were particularly diftinguithed
for it, in the times of the Trojan war; yet
they were not the only places, even at that
period, where men were bought and fold.
The Odyfley of Homer fhews that it was
then pradtifed in many of the iflands of the

® Exodus. Ch. 1.

Vide note 1ft. page 33. )

+ This ftrikes us the more forcibly, as it is ftiled éupeedJny
and wipiwarrse, ¢ beautiful and well watered,”” in all other
paffages where it is mentioned, but this.

C a2 Hgean
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Ageean fea; and the liad, that it-had taken
place among thofe Grecians on the continent
of Europe, who had embarked from thence
on the Trojan expedition. This appears
particularly at the end of the feventh book.
A fleet is.defcribed there, as having juft
arrived from Lemnos, with a fupply of wine
for the Grecian camp. The merchants are -
defcribed alfo, as immediately expofing it to
fale, and as-receiving in exchange, among
other articles of barter, “anumber of flaves.’)
It will now be fufficient to obferve, that,
as other ftates arofe, and as circomftances
contributed to. make them known, 'this
cuftom is difcovered to have exifted among
them; that it travelled over all Afia; that
it fpread through the Grecian and Roman
world ; was in ufe among the barbarous na-
tions, which overturned the Roman empire ;
and was pradifed therefore, at the fame
period, throughout all Europe.

C H A P VIL

This flavery and commerce, which had con-
tinued for fo long a time, and which was
"~ thus
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thus practifed in Europe at fo late a period
as that, which fucceeded the grand revolu-
" tions in the'. wefltern world, began, as the
northern nations were fettled in their con-
quefts; to decline, and, en their full eftab-

lithment, were abolithed. A difference of -

opinion has arifen refpeéting the caufe
of thetr abolition; fome having afferted, .
that they were the neceffary confequences
of the feudal fyftem ; while othess, fuperiour
both in number and in argument, have main-
tained that they were the natural effeés of
Chriftianity. 'The mode of argument, which
the former adopt on this occafion, is as fol-
lows. * The multituade of little ftates,
¢ which fprang up from one great one at
< this Alra, occafioned infinite bickerings
““and matter for contention. There was
“not a ftate or feignory, which. did net
¢ want all the hands they could mufter, ei«
“¢ ther to defend their own right, or to dif-
« pute that of their neighbours. Thus
‘““every man was taken into the fervice: -
¢ whom they armed they muft truft: and
¢ there could be no truft but in free men.

C3 “ Thus
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<¢ Thus the barrier between th® two natures
“ was thrown down, and ﬂavery Wwas no
«¢ more heard of, in the wef.” )

That this was not the m’ceﬂzry confe-~
quence of fuch -a fituation, is apparent.
The political. ftate of Greece, in its early
hiftory, was ‘the fame as that of Europe,
when divided, by the feudal fyftem, into
an infinite number .of fmall and indepen-
“dent kingdoms. There was.the fame matter
therefore for contention, and the famécall for
all the hands that could be muftered : the
. Grecians, in thort, in the beroick, week in the -
fame“fituation in thefe refpets as- the feudal
barons in the Gothick times. Had this there- -
fore been a neceffary effe@, there had been
a ceflation of fervitude in Gr;ece, in thofe
ages, in which we have alrcady thewn that
it exifted.

But with refpect to C/.zryiz'a.nz’ty, . many
and great are the arguments, that it occa-
fioned fo defirable an event. It taught,"
¢ that all men were orlgmally equal ; that
¢ the Deity was no refpecter of perfons, and
¢¢ that, as all men were to give an account
,$¢ of their actions hereafter, it was neceffary
¢ that

»
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¢« that they $hould be free.” Thefe doc- .
“trines could not fail of having their proper

influence on thofe, who firft embraced C/ﬁry'— .

tz}mily,hvfrom a convition of its truth; and

.on thofe of their defcendents afterwards,

who, by engaging in the crufades, and ha-
zarding their lives and fortunes there, thew-
ed, at leaft, an atzachment to that religion.

‘We find them accordingly aGtuated by thefe

principles : we have a pofitive proof,‘ that
the feudal [yfiem had no thare in the honour
of fupprefling flavery, but that Chriffianity
was the only caufe; for' the greateft part of
tl};cbartefx'\vhich were granted for the free-

. dom of flaves in thofe times (many of which

are ftill extant) were granted, *“ pro amore

¢« Dei, pro mercede anima.” They were

foundcd, in fhort, on religious confiderati-
ons, ‘“that they might procure the favour
¢ of the Deity, which they conceived them-
‘¢ felves to have forfeited, by the fubjuga-
tion of thofe, whom they found to be

¢¢ the objects of the divine benevolence and- |

¢ attention equally with themfelves.

Thefe confiderations, which had thys -

their firft origin in Chriflianity, began to
' C 4 produce

%
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pfoducc their effe@s, as the different nati-
ons were converted ; and procured that gene-
" ral liberty at laft, which, at the clofe of
_ the twelfth century, was confplcuous in the
weft of Europe.. What a glorious and im~
portant change! Thofe, who would have had
otherwife no hopes, but that their miferies
would be terminafed by death, were then
- freed from their fervile condition ; thofe,
who, by the laws of war, would have
had otherwife an immediate profpe&t of fer-
~ vitude from the hands of their imperious
conquerors, were then exchanged; a cuftom,
which has happily defcended to the prefent
day. Thus, “a numerous clafs of men, -
¢« who formerly had no political exiftence,
¢¢ and were émployed merely as inftrumeénts
““ of labour, became ufeful citizens, and
“¢ contributed towards augmenting the force
“or riches of the fociety, which adopted
¢ them .as members;” and thus ‘did the
greater part of the Europeans, by their
condu& on this occafion, aflfert not only
liberty for themfelves, but for their fellow-
creatures alfo, : <

CHAP.
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But if men therefore, at 2 time when un-
der the influence of religion “they exerci-
fed their ferious thoughts, abolifhed flavery,
how impious muft they appear, who revi-
ved it ; and what arguments will not prefent
themfelves againft their condu¢t ! * The Por-
tugueze, within two centuries after its fup-
preflion in Europe, in imitation of: thofe
piracies, which we have fhewn to have
exifted in the wuncivilized ages of the
world, made their defcents on Africa, and -
committing depredations on the coaft,
‘ St

-

® The following fhort hiftory of the African fervitude, is
taken from Aftley’s Colle@ion of Voyages, and from the uni-
ted teftimonies of Smyth, Adanfon, ‘anman‘,’ Moore, and
others, who were agents to the different faltories eftablifhed
there; who refided many years in the country ; and publithed
their refpedtive hiftories at their return. Thefe writers, if
they are partial at all, may be confidered as favourable rather
to their own countrymen, than the unfortunate Africans.

1 We would not with to be underitood, that flavery was
unknown in Africa before the piratical expeditions of the
Portuguefe, as it appears from the Nubian’s Geography, that
both the flavery and commerce had been eftablithed among the
natives with one another. We mean only to affert, that the

Portuguefs
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Jirft carried the wretched inhabitants into
flavery. ’
This practice, however trifling and par-
_tial it might appear at firft, foon became
ferious and general. A melancholy inftance
of the depravity of human nature; as it
®-fhews, that neither the laws nor religion. of
any country, however. excellent the forms
of each, are fufficient to bind the confcien-
ces of fome ; but that there are always men,
of every age, country, and perfuaafion, who
are ready to facrifice their deareft principles
at the fhrine of gain.- Our own anceftors,
together with the Spaniards, French, and
moft of the maritime powers of Europe,
foon followed the piratical cxample; and
thus did the Europeans, to their eternal
infamy, renew a cuftom, which their own
anceftors -had fo lately exploded, from a
confeientioufnefs of its impiety.

Portuyguefe were the firlt of the Europeans, who made their pira~
tical expeditions, and fhewed the way to that fawvery, which
now makes fo difgraceful a figure in the weftern colonies of
the Europeans. In the term ¢ Europeans,” whesever it fhall
occur in the remaining part of this firft differtation, we jnclude
the Portugucfe, and thofe nations only, who followed their ex-
ample.

The
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The unfortunate Africans, terrified at.
thefe repeaicd depredations, fled in confufion
frop the coaft, and fought, in the interiour
parts of the country, a retreat from the per-
fecution “of their invaders. But, alas, they
were miferably difappointed ! There are fcwl
retreats, that can efcape the penetrating eye
of avarice. The Europeans ftill purfued
them ; they entered their rivers; failed up
into the heart of the country ;. furprized the
unfortunate Africans again; and carried
them into flavery.

But this condué&, though fuccefsful at
firft, defeated afterwards its own ends. It
created a more general alarm, and pointed
out, at the fame inftant, the beft method of
fecurity from future depredations. The
banks of the rivers were accordingly defert-
ed, as the coafts had been before ; ‘and thus -
were the Chriftian invaders left’ without a
profpect of their prey.

In this fituation however, expedlents were
not wanting. They now formed to them-
felves the refolution of fettling in the coun~

Sty
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try; of fecuring themfelves by fortified
pofts; of changing their fyftem of force
into that of pretended liberatity; and of
opening, by every fpecies of . bribery and
.corruption, a communication with the na-
tives. Thefe plans were put into imme-.
diate execution. The Eurbpeans ereCted
their * forts; landed their merchandize ;
and endeavoured, by a peaceable deportment,
by prefents, and by every appearance of mu-
nificence, to feduce the attachment'and con-
fidence of the Africans. ~‘Thefe fchemes
had the defired effe®. The gaudy trappings
of European art, not only caught their at-
tention, but excited their curiofity : they
dazzled the eyes and bewitched the fenfes,
not only of thofe, to whom they were given,
but of thofe, to whom they were fhewn.
Thus followed a fpeedy intercourfe with each
other, and a confidence, highly favourable
to the views of avarice or ambition.

It was now ‘time for the Europeans to
embrace the opportunity, which this inter-

® The Portuguefe ere&ed their firft fort at D’Elmina, in the
year 1481, about forty years after Alonzo Gonzales had
pointed the Southern Africans out to his countrymen as arti-
¢les of commerce.

courfe
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courfe had thus afforded them, of carrying
their fchemes into execution, and of fixing
them on fuch a permanent foundation, as
thould fecure them future fuccefs. They
had already difcovered, in the different in-
terviews obtained, the chiefs of the African
tribes. ‘They paid their court therefore to
thefe, and fo compleatly intoxicated their
fenfes with the luxuries, which they brought
from home, as to be ablc to feduce them -
to their defigns. A treaty of peace and
commerce was immediately concluded : it
was agreed, that the kings, on their part,
fhould, from this period, fentence prifoners
of war and convitls to European /er'vrtm/e, "
and that the Europeans fhould fupply
them, in return, with the luxuries of the
north. This agreement immediately took
place ; and thus begun that commerce, which
makes fo confiderable a figure at the prefcnt
day.

But happy had the Africans been, if thofe
only, who had been juftly convited of
crimes, or taken in a juft war, had been
fentenced to the feverities of fervitude!
How many of thofe miferies, which after-

‘ wards
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wards attended them, had been never known ;
and how would their hiftory have faved thofe
fighs and emotions of pity, which muft now
ever accompany its perufal. The- Euro- .
peans, on the eftablithment of their weftern
colonies, required a greater number of ﬂaves
than a ftri& adherence to the treaty could
produce. The princes therefore had only
the choice of relinquithing the commerce,
or of confenting to become unjuft. They
had long experienced the emoluments of the
trade; they had acquired a tafte for the
luxuries it afforded; and they now beheld
an opportunity of gratifying it, but in a.’
more exteniive manner. Avarice therefore,
which was too powerful for juflice on this
occafion, immediately turned the fcale: not
only thofe, who were fairly convicted of of-"
fences, were now fentenced to fervitude, but
cven thofe who were fufpecfed. New crimes
were invented, that new punithments might
fucceed. Thus was every appearance foon
conftrued into reality ; every fhadow into:
a fubftance ; and often virtue into a crime.
Such alfo was the cafe with refpect to
pnfaners of war. Not only thofe were now
delivered
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delivered into flavery, who ‘were taken ina
ftate of publick enmity and injuftice, but.
thofe alfo, who, confcious of no’ injury
whatever, were taken in the aréditrary kir-
mithes of thefe venal fovereigns. War was
now made, not as formerly, from the moc ?‘/V '
tives of retaliation and defence, but for the
fake of obtaining prifoners alone, and the
advantages refulting. from their fale. If a
thip from Europe came but into fight, it was
now confidered as a fuflicient motive for a
war, and as a fignal only for an inftantaneous

" commencement of hoftilities.

But if the African kings could be capable
of fuch injuftice, what vices are there, - that
their confciences would reftrain, or what

. enormities, that we might not expe@ to be
committed ? When men once confent to be -
unjuft, they lofe, at the fame inftant with
their virtue, a confiderable portion of that
fenfe of fhame, which; till then, had been
found a fuccefsful proteCtor againft the fal-
lies of vice. From that awful period, al-
moft every expeltation is forlorn: the heart
is left unguarded : its great prote@or is no
more : the wices therefore, which fo lIong

encompafled

P
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encompafed it in vain, obtain an eafy vic-

-tory : in crouds they pour into the défence-

lefs avenues, and take pofieffion of the foul :
there is nothing now too vile for them to
meditate, too impious to perform. Such
‘was the fituation of the defpotick fovercigns
of Africa, They had once ventured to pa(s
the bounds of virtue, and they foon pro~

ceeded to cnormity.  This was particularly

confpicuous in that general condu®, which
they uniformly obferved, after any unfuccef-
ful confli®. Influenced only by the venal
motives of European traffick, they firft made
war upon the neighbouring tribes, contrary
to every principle of juftice; and if, by the
‘flight of the enemy, or by otﬂzr\wpntin-.
gencies, they were difappointed of their
prey, they made no hefitation of immedi-

ately turfiing their arms againft their own

fubjects. The firft villages they came to,
were always marked on this occafion, as
the firft obje@s of their avarice. They were
immediately furrounded, were afterwards
fet on fire, and the wretched inhabitants
feized, as they were efcaping from the
flames. Thefe, confifting of whole fami-

lies,
-3

~
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lies, fathers, brothers, hufbands, wxvcs, and
chxldren, were inftantly driven in chains to
~ the merchants, and configned to flavery.

_To thefe calamities, which thus arofe from
the tyranpy of the kings, we may now f{ub-
join thofe, which arofe from the avarice of
private perfons.  Many were kidnapped by
their own countrymen, who, encouraged by
the merchants of Europe, previoufly lay in

——wait for them, and fold them afterwards for
flaves ; while the feamen of the different
thips, by every pofiible artifice, enticed
others .on board, and tranfported them to-

the regions of fervitude.

As thefe prattices are in full force at the
prefent day, it appears that there are four
orders of #voluntary flaves on the African
continent; of * convicts; of prifoners of
war ; of thofe, who are publickly feized by
virtue of, the authority of their prince; and -

* In the ancient fervitude, we reckoned cexvi2s among the
woluntary flaves, becaufe they had it in their power, by a vir-
tuous conduét, to have avoided fo melancholy a fituation ; in
the African, we include them in the involuntary, becaufe, as
virtues are frequently conftrued into crimes, from the venal
motives of the traffick, no perfon whatever poffeffes fuch a
power or choice.,

D : | of
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of thofe, who are privately kidnapped by in-
dividuals. o i
It remains only to obferve on this head,
that in the fale and purchafe of thefe the
African commerce or Sflave Trade confifts ;.
that they are delivered to the merchants of
Europe. in exchange for their various com-
modities ; that thefe tranfport them to'
their colonies in the weft, where their flavery
takes place; and that a fifth order arifes
there, compofed of all fuch as are born to
the native Africans, after their tran{porta-
tion and flavery have commenced.
Having thus explained as much of the
hiftory of modern fervitude, as is fufficient -
"for the profecution of our defign, we thould
have clofed our account . here, but-that a
work, juft publithed, has furnifhed us with
_a fingular anecdote of the colonifts of a
neighbouring nation, which we cannot but
relate. The learned * author, having de-

® Andrew Sparrman, M. D. profeffor of Phyfick at Stock.
holm, fellow of the Royal Academy of Sciences in Sweden,
and infpeftor of its cabinet of natural hiftory, whofe voyage °
was tranflated into Englith, and publithed in 1785,

fcribed
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fcribed the method which the Dutch colo- -
* nifts at the Cape make ufe of to take the

Hottentots and enflave them, takes occafion,
in many fubfequent parts of the work, to
mention the dreadful effe@ts of the practice
of flavery; which, as he juftly remarks,,
¢ Jeads to 4ll manner of mifdemeanours and
““ wickednefs. Pregnant women,” fays he,
‘¢ and children in their tendereft yedrs, were
““ not at this timé, neither indeed are they
““ ever, exempt from the effe@s of the hatred
¢ and fpirit of vengeance conftantly harbour-
ed by the colonifts, with refpe& to the’
‘¢ -t Bothies-man nation ; excepting fuch in-
¢ deed as are marked out to be carried éwa_y
nto éarzdage e -

““ Does a colonift . at any time get fight
“ of a Bothies- -man, he takes fire .im- -
¢ mediately, and fpirits up ‘his horfe and
dogs, in -order to hunt him with moré
ardour and fury than he would a wolf,
 or any other wild beaft? On-an open
‘ plain, a few colonifts on horfeback are
always fure to get the better of the

-
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greateft number of Bothies-men that can . '
be brought together; as the. formeralways
keep at the diftance of about an hun- -
dred, or an hundred and fifty paces (juft '
as they find it convenient) and charging’
their heavy fire-arms with a very large

kind of fhot, )ump off their horRs, and

¢ reft their pieces in their ufual manner on

their ‘ramrods, in order . thqt they may
thoot with the greater certainty ; fo that
the balls difcharged by them will fome-
times, as I have been affured, go through
the bodies of fix, feven, or cight of the
enemy 4t a time, efpecially s thefe latter
know no better than to keep clofe to-'
gether in a body
“ And not only is the capture of .the

~ Hottentats .confidered by them merely

as a party of pleafure, but in cold blood
they deftroy the bands which nature has
knit between their hufbands, and thcn"
wives and children, &c.” 7

With what horrour do thefe paffages feem

to ftrike us! What indignation do they feem
to raife in our breafts, when we refle&; that

a part of the human fpecies are confidered

as
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as gaine, and that parties of pleafure are made
for their deffruction ! The lion does not im-
“brue his _claws in blood, unlefs called upon,
by hunger, or provoked by interruption ;
whereas the mercilefs Dutch, more favage '
than the brutes themfelves, not only mur-
der their fellow-creatures without any ' pro-
vocdtion or neceflity, but’ even make a di-
verfion of .their fufferings, and enjoy their

pain.

End of the Firft Part. '
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S we explained the Hiftory of Slavery

ip the firt part of this Effay, as
far as itd was neceflary for our purpofe, we
thall -how take the queftion into confidera~
tion, which we propofed at firft as the fub-
'je\iff our inquiry, viz. how. far the com-
merce and flavery of the human fpecies, as
revived by fome of the nations of Europe

. Dg , . in -
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in the perfons of thé unfortunate Africans,
and as revived, in a great meafure, on the
principles of antiquity, are confiftent with
the laws of nature, or the common notions
of equity, as eftablithed among men.

This queftion refolves itfelf into two fe-
parate parts for difcuffion, into the African
commerce (as explained in the biftory of flavery )
and the fubfequent flavery in the colonics, as
Jounded on the equity of the commerce. ‘The
former, of courfe, will be" firft examined.
For this purpofe we fhall inquire into the
rife, nature, and defign of government. Such
an inquiry will be particularly ufeful in the
prefent place; it will afford us that general
knowledge of fubordination and liberty,
which is neceffary in the cafe before us, and
will be found, as it were, a fource, to which
we may frequently refer for many and valu-
able arguments. .

It appears that mankind were originally
free, and that they poffefled an equal right
to the foil and produce of the ecarth. For
"proof of this, we need only appeal to the
divine writings; to the golden age of the

poets,

hY
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poets, which, like other fables of the times,
had its origin in truth; and to the inftitu-
tion of the Saturnalia, and of other fimilar
feftivals ; all of which are {fo many monu-
ments of this original equality of men.
Hence then there was no rank, no diftinc-
tion, no fuperiour. Every man wandered
~where he chofe, changing his refidence, as
a fpot attratted his fancy, or fuited his
convenience, uncontrouled by his neigh-
bour, uncofinected with any but his family,
Hence alfo (as every thing was common)
he colletted what he chofe without injury,
and enjoyed without injury swhat he had
" colleted. Such was the firft fituation of
mankind ;% ftate of diffociation and inde-
pendence. " '

In this difleciated ftate ‘it is impoflible
that men could have long continued. The
dangers to-which they muft-have frequently
been expofed, by the attacks of fierce and
rapacious beafts, by the preedatory attempts .
of their own f{pecies, and by the difputes

* This conclufion concerning the diffociated ftate of man-
kind, is confirmed hy all the carly writers, with whofe defcrip-
tions of primitivé tisics no other conglufion is reconcileable,

of-
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of contiguous and independent families ;
thefe, together with their inability to de-
fend. themfelves, on many fuch occafions, -
muft have incited them to unite. Hence
then was focsety formed on the grand prin-
ciples of prefervation and defence: and as
thefe principles began to operate, in the dif-
ferent parts of the earth, where the differ-
ent families had roamed, a great number of
thefe focieties began to be formed and efta-
blithed ; which, taking to themfelves parti-
cular names from particular occurrences,

began to be perfeitly diftin@ from one
" another.

As the individuals, of whom thefe focie-
ties were compofed, had affociated only for
their defence, fo they experienced, 4t firft,
no change ip their condition. - They were
ftill independent and free ; they were ftill
without difcipline or laws; they had every
thing {till in common ; they purfued the
fame manner of life; wandering only, in
berds, as the earth gave them or refufed them
fuftenance, and doing, as a publick body,
what they had been_accuftomed to do as
individuals before. This was the exa@ fitua-

tion
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tion of the * Getz and Scythians, of the
+ Lybians and Geetulians, of the 1 Italian
Aborlgmes, and of the || Huns and Alans.
They had left their original flate of diffocia-
tion, and had ftepped into that, which has
been juft deferibed. Thus was the fecond
fituation of men a ftate of independent fociety.

Having thus joined themfelves together,
~ and having formed themfelves into feveral
large and diftinét - bodies, they could not
fail of fubmitting foon to a more confide-
rable change. Their numbers muft have
rapidly increafed, and their focieties, in pro-
cefs of time, have become fo populous, as
frequently to have experienced the want of
fubfiftence, and many of the commotions
a;(lad tumults of inteftine ftrife. For thefe -
inconveniences however there were reme-
dies to be found. Agriculture would fur-
nifh them with that fubfiftence and fupport,
which the earth, from the rapid increafe of
its inhabitants, had become uhable fponta-,

* Juftin. L. 2. C. 2.

+ Salluft. Bell. Jug.

1 Salluft. Bell. Catil.

|| Ammianus Marcellinus. L. 31, C. 2. et infeq.

neoufly
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neoufly to produce. An affignation of pro-
perty would not only enforce an application,
but excite an emulation, to labour; and go-
wvernment would at once afford a feéqrity to
the acquifitions of the induftrious, and heal
the inteftine diforders of the community, by
“the introdution of laws.

Such then were the remedies, that were
gradually applied. Thefanetze:, which had
hitherto feen their members, undxfhngmfh—
‘ed either by authority or rank, admitted
now of magiftratical pre-eminence. They
were divided into tribes ; to every tribe was
allotted a particular diftri for its fupport,
and to every individual his particular {pot.
*The Germans, who confifted of many
and various nations, were exaltly in this
fituation. They had advanced a ftep beyond
the Scythians, Geetulians, and thofe, whom
we defcribed before ; and thus $was the third
fituation of mankind a flate of fubordinare
Joctety.

*® Agri pro Numero Cultorum ab univerfis per vicos occu-

pantur, quos mox inter fe fecundym dlgnatxoncm partiuntur.
Tacitys. C. 26. de Mor. Germ,

CHAP.
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As we have thus traced the fituation of
man from unbounded liberty to fubordin%%
tion, it will be. proper to carry our ingui
ries farther, and to confider, who firft ob-
tained the pre-eminence in thefe primaval fo-
cteties, and by what particular methods it
> was obtained. - Ce

There were only two ways, by which fuch
an event could have been produced, by com-
pulfion or confent.  When mankind firft faw
the neceflity of government, it is prabable
that many had conceived the defire of ruling.
To be placed in a new fituation, to be taken
from the common herd, to be the firft, dif-
tinguithed among men, were thoughts, that
muft have had their charms. Let us fup-
_pofe then, that thefe thoughts had worked
fo unufually on the paflions of any particu-
Iar individual, as to have driven him to the
extravagant defign of obtaining the pre-
eminence by force. How could his defign
have been accomplithed? How could he
forcibly have ufurped the jurifdiction at a

timé,
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time, when, all being equally free, ther¢
was not a fingle perfon, whofe afliftance he
could command ? Add to this, that, in a
ftate of univerfal liberty, force had been
tepaid by force, and the attempt had been
fatal to the ufurper.

As empire then could never have been
gained at firtt by ‘compulfion, fo it could .
only have been obtained by confens; and as
men were then going to make an impor-
tant facrifice, for the fake of their murual
happinefs, fo he alone could have obtained
it, (not whofe ambition had greatly diftin-
guithed him from the reft) but in whofe
wifdom, juftice, “prudence, and 'vtrtue, the
whole community could confide.

To confirm this reafoning, we thall .ap-
peal, as before, to fa&ts ; and fhall' confult
‘ therefore the hiftory of thofe nations, which
having Juﬁ left their former ftate of sndepen-
dent ficiety, were the very people that efta-
blithed fubordination and government.

The commentaries of Cazfar afford us the
following accounts of the ancient Gauls.
When any of their kings, either by death,
or depofition, made a vacancy in the regal

' office,
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office, the whole nation was immediately
convened for the appointment of a fucceflor.
In thefe national conventions were the regal
offices conferred. Every individual had a
voice on the occafion, and every individual
was free. The perfon upon whom the gene-
ral approbation.appeared to fall, was imme-
diately advanced to pre-eminence in the
‘ftate. He was uniformly one, whofe a&ions
had made him eminent ; whofe conduc had
gained him previous applaufe ; whofe va-
lour the very affembly, that -eleted him,
had themfelves witneffed in the field ; whofe
prudence, wifdom and juftice, "having ren-
dered him fignally ferviceable, had endeared
him ‘to his tribe. For this reafon, their
kingdoms ‘werc not hereditary ; the fon did
not always inherit the virtues of the fire ;
and they were determined that he along
thould poflefs authority, in whofe virtues
they could confide, Nor was this all. So
fenfible were they of the important facri-
fice they had made; fo extremely jealous
even of the name of {uperiority and power,
that they limited, by a variety of laws, the
~ authority of the very perfon, whom they

- had
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had juft ele&ed, from a confidence of his in-
tegrity ;- Ambiorix himfelf confefling, ¢ that
¢ his people had as much power over him,
¢ as he could poflibly have over- his peo-
“ ple.” _

The fame cuftom, as appears from Taci-
tus, prevailed -alfo among the Germans.
They had their national councils, like the
Gauls ; in which the regal and ducal offices
were confirmed according to the majority of
voices. They eletted alfo, on thefe occa-
fions, thofe only, whom their virtue, by
repeated trial, had unequivocally diftinguith-
ed from the reft ; and they limited their au-
thority {o far, as neither to leave them the
power of infliting imprifonment or ftripes,
nor of exercifing any penal jurifdicion.
" But as punithment was neceffary in a ftate
of civil fociety, ¢ it was permitted to the
¢ pricts alone;<that it might appear to have
« been inflicted, by the order of the gods,
“ and not by any fuperiour authority in
¢ man.” ' ‘

The accounts which we have thus given
of the ancient Germans and “Gauls, will be
found alfo to be equally truc of thofe peo-

ple,
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ple, which had arrived at ‘the fame ftate of
fubordinate fociety. We might appeal, for
. a téﬁimony of this, to the hiftory of the -
- Goths ; to the hiftory of the Franks and
- Saxons ; to. the hiftory, in fhort, of all
thofe nations, from which the different ,
governments, now confpicuous in Europe,
have undeniably fprung. And we might
appeal, as a farther proof, t6 the Americans,

~ who are reprefented by many of the mo~ -
derns, from their own ocular teftimony, as - -

- obferving the fame cuftoms at the- prefcnt
day. RN .
It remains only to obferve; that as thefe
cuftoms prevallcd among the different na- -
tions defcribed, in theit early ftate of fub-
_ ordinate fociety, and as they were more-
over the cuftoms of their refpective ancef-
tors, it appears that they muft have been
handed down, both by tradition and ufe,
from the firft mtroduéhon of gaverﬂment.

C H A P. I

We may now deduce thofc gencral max-
ims concerning fubordination, and liberty,
"E : whxch
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which we mentioned to have been effentially
conneéted with the fubjet, and which fome,
from fpeculation only, -and without any al-
Iufion to fa&s, have been bold cnough to
deny. :
It appears firft, that lzl}erty is a natural,
and government an adventitious right, be-

caufe all men were originally free.
It appears fecondly, that government is a
*contraét; becaufe, in thefe primeeval fubor-
dinate

* The author has lately read awork, intitled Paley’s Moral
and Political Philofophy, which, in this one refpet, favours
thofe which have been hinted at, as it denies that government
was a contraét. ¢ No focial compa& was ever made in
< fa&t,”’—*¢ it is to fuppofe /it -poflible to call favages out of
-“* caves and deferts, to delibciaxe upon topicks, which the ex-
“¢ perience and ftudies, and the refinements of civil life alone
« fuggeft. Therefore no government in the univerfe begun
€« from this original.” But there are no grounds for fo abfurd 2.
fuppoﬁuon, for government, and of courfe the focial com-
pact,” does mnot appear to have been introduced’at the time,
when families coming out of their caves and deferts, or, in
other words, quitting their former diffciated ftate, joined
themfelves together. Theéy had lived a confiderable time in
Jociery, like the Lybians and Gatulians before-mentioned, and
* bad felt many of the difadv:fntagcs of a want of difcipline and
laws, before government was introduced at all. The author of
this Effay, before he took into confideration the origin of go-
vernment, was determined, in a matter of fuch importance, to be

o biafled
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dinate focieties, ‘we have feen. it voluntarily

~ conferred on the one hand, and accepted on

__the other.  We have feen it fubjec to vari-
ous reftriCtions. ~ We have feen its articles,
which could then bnly be\writtén'by tra-
dition and ufe, as perfect and binding as
thofe, which are now committed to letters.
We have feen it, in fhort, partaking of the
J@deral nature, as. much as it could in a
flate, 'which wanted thp means of recording -
its tranfactions.

biafled by no opinion whatever, and much lefs to indulge himfelf
in fpeculation. He was determined folely to adhere to fa&,
and, by looking into the accounts leftus of thofe governments:
which were in their infancy, and, of courfe in the leaft com-
plicated ftate, to attempt to.difcover their foundation: he
cangot {§yherefore, that upon a very minute perufal of-the
excellent work before quoted, he has been fo far continced, as
toretraét in the leaft from his fentiments on this head, and o
give upmaxims, which are drawn from hiftorical faéts, for thofe,
which are the refult of fpeculation. He may obferve here,
that whether government was a con ra@ or-not, it Will not
affet the reafoning of the prefent Lfiay; fince where ever the
contra&t is afterwards mentioned, it is inferred only that its’
objet was ‘¢ the bappine/s of the pe:ple,” which is confefledly
the end of government. Notwithitanding this, he is under
the neceflity of inferting this little note, though he almoft
feels himfelf ungrateful in contraditing a work, which has
afforded him fo much entertainment, )

E 2 : ‘ It

~ ‘ a~
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It appears; thirdly, that the grand object
of the contract, is the bappinef; of the peo-
ple; becaufe they gave the fupremacy to

- him alone, who had been confpicuous for
the fplendour of his abilities, or the in-
tegrity of his life: that the power of the
multitude being directed by the wi/dom and
Juftice of the prince, they might experience -
the moft effectual protection from injury,
the h'igheﬁ advaptages of fociety, the great-
eft poflible bappinefs.

C H A P. 1V,

Having now collected: the matetials that
are neceflary for the profecution of our de-
fign, we- fhall immediately enter upon the
difcuffion. ’

If any man had originally been endued
with power, as with other faculties, fo
that the reft of mankind had difcovered in
themfelves an innate neceffity of obeying this
particular perfon ; it is evident that he and
his defcendants, from the {uperiority of their
nature, would have had a claim upon men
for obedience, and a natural right to com-
mand: but as the right to empire is ad-
ventitious; as all were originally free; as

nature
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nature made every man’s body and mind Ais
own; it is evident that no juft man can be
configned to flavery, without his own confént.

Neither can men, by the fame principles,
be confidered as lands, goods, or houfes,
among poffeffions. It is neceffary that all *
property thould be inferiour to its poffeffor.
But how does the flgve differ from his
.mafer, but by chance ¢ For though the mark,
with which the latter is pleafed to brand
him, fhews, at the firft fight, the differ-
ence of their ﬁrtune, what mark can be
found in his #zazure, that can warrant a dif
tinction ?

To this confideration we (hall add the
following, that if men can juftly become -
the property of each other, their children,

* like the offspring of cattle, muft inherit their

paternal lot. Now, as the attions of the

~ father and the child muft be thusat the. ...

" fole difpofal of their common mafter, it is

evident, that the autbarziy of the one, as a

. parent, and the duty of the other, as a child,

muft be inftantly annihilated ; rights and -

oblxgatxons, which, as they are founded in

nature, are implanted in our fcehngq and
E 3 - T are

o



70 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

are eftablithed by the voice of God, muft
‘contain in their annihilation a folid argu-
ment to prove, that there cannot be any
property whatever in the Auman Species.

- We may confider alfo, as a farther con-
firmation, that it is impoflible, in the nature
of things, that /iberty can be bought or fold !
It is neither faleable, nor purchafable. For
if any one man can have an abfolute property
in the liberty of another, or, in other words,
if he, who is called a mafler, can have a juft
right to command the a&ions of him, who is
called a flave, it is evident that the latter can-
not be accountable for thofe crimes, which
the former may order him:to commit. Now
as every reafonable being is accountable for
his a&ions, it is evident, that fuch a right
cannot juflly exift, and that human liberty,
of courfe, is beyond the poffibility either of
JSale or purchafe. Add to this, that, whenever
you fell the liberty of a man, you have the
power only of alluding to the body: the
mind cannot be- confined or bound : it will
be free, though its manfion be befet with
chains. But if, in every fale of the buman
Jbecies, you are under the neceffity of con-

: fidering
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ﬁdermg your flave in. this abftra&ed lxght
of alluding only to the body, and of mak-.
ing no allufion to the mind; you are under
the neceflity alfo of treating him, in the
fame moment, as a brute; and of abufing
therefore that nature, which cannot other-
wife be confidered, tharf in the double ca«
pacity of foul'and “body. :
But fome perfon, perhaps, will make an
objection to ong of the former arguments.
¢ If men, from the fuperiority of their na-. -
"¢ ture, cannot be confideéred, like -lands,
¢ goods, or houfes, among pofleffions, fo
“¢ neither can cattle: for being endued with
¢ life, motion, .and fenfibility, they are
¢ evidently fiperiour to thefe.” But this
obje@ion will receive its anfwer from thofe
obfervations which have been already made;
and will difcover the true reafon, why cattle
.are jultly to be eftimated as property. For
firft, the right to.empire over brutes, is 7a-
tural, and not adventitious, like the right to
empire over men. There are, fécondly, many
and evident figns of the inferiority of their
nature; and thirdly, their liberty can be bought
~ and fold, becaufe, being void of reafon, they

cannot be accountable for their a&ions.
E 4 . We

-
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. We might flop here for a confiderable
time, and deduce many valuable leffons from
the remarks that have been made, but that
fuch a circumftance might be.confidered as
adigreflion. . There is one, however, which,
as it is fo intimately conne@®ed with the
fubje®, we cannot but deduce. We are
taught to treat men in a different manner
from brutes, becaufe they are fo manifeftly
- fuperiour in their nature; we are taught to.
treat brutes in a different manner from
ftones, for the fame reafon; and thus,, by
giving to every created thing its due refpec,
to anfwer the views of Providence, which
did'not create a varicty of natures without
a purpofe or defign. ‘ ‘

But if thefe things are fo, how evidently
againft reafon, nature, and every thing human
and divine, muft they a&, who not only force
~ men into flavery, againft their own confents
but treat them altogether as 4rutes, .and
make the natural fiberty of man an article
of publick commerce! and by what argu- -
ments can they poffibly defend that com- -
merce, which cannot be carried on, in any'
fingle inftance, without a flagrant violation
of the laws of nature and of God ?
. CHAP,
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C.H A P. V.

That we may the more accurately exa-

" mine the arguments that are advanced on this -

~

occafion, it will be proper to divide the
commerce into two parts ; firft, as it relates
to thofe who /e//, and fecondly, as it relates
to thofe who purchafe, the buman fpecies
into flavery. To the.former part of which,
having given every previous and neceflary
information in the hiftory of fervitude, we
fhall immediately progeed. o
Let us inquire firft, by what particular -

-rlght the Jiberties of the harmlefs people are

invaded by the prince’ < By the right of
“ empire,” it will be anfwered; “ becaufe
« he poflefles dominion and power by their
“ own approbation and confent.”  But fub-
jelts, though under the donnmon, aré not
the property, of the prince. They cannot
be cBnfidered as his pqﬂgﬂzom Their natures -
are both the fame; they are both born in
the fame manner; are {ubject to the fame
diforders ; muit apply to the fame remedies
for a cure; are equally -partakers of the

‘ . . : grave:

e
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grave: an #ncidental diftinGtion accompanies

them through life; and this —— is all,
We may add to this, that though the
prince poflefles dominion and power, by the
confent and approbation of his fubjetts, he
poflefles it only for the moft ja/utary ends.
He may tyrannize, if he can: h(:, may alter
the form of his government: he cannot, how-
ever, alter its nature and end. ‘Thefe will be
immutably the fame, though the whole fyf-
tem of its adminiftration fhould be changed;
and he will be ftill bound to defend the lives
and properties of his fubjects, and to make

them Aappy. . '
Does he defend thofe therefore, whom he
invades at difcretion with the fword? Does
he prote& the property of thofe, whofe
houfes and effe¢ts he configns at difcretion
to the flames ? Does he make thofe happy,
whom he feizes, as they are trying to efcape
the general devaftation, and compels with
their wives and families to a wretched fervs-
tude 2 He alts furely, as if the ufe of
empire confifted in violence and oppref-
fion ; as if he, that was moft exalted,
ought, of neceflity, to be moft unjuft. Here
then the voice of nature and juflice is againft
him.
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-him. He breaks that law of narure, which
ordains, ¢ that no juft man fhall be given
““ into flavery, againft his own confent :” he
violates the firft law of juffice, as eftablithed
among men, * that no perfon thall do harm
¢ to another without a previous and fuffici-"
¢ ent provecation;” and he violates alfo the
facred condition of empire, made with his
anceftors, and neceﬁ”arily underftood in every
{pecies of government, ¢ that, the power of
¢ the multitude being given up to the wif-
*“ dom and juftice of the prince, they may
“ experience, in return, the moft effectual
‘¢ protection from injury, the higheft ad-
““ vantages of fociety, the greateft poffible
¢ bappinefs.”’ ‘

But if kings then, to whom their own
people have granted dominion and power,
are unable to invade the liberties of their
harmlefs fubjeéts, without the higheft injuf-
tice ; how can thofe private perfons be juf-
tified, who treacheroufly lie in wait for their
fellow-creatures, and fell them into flavery ?
What arguments can they poflibly bring in
in their defence ? What treaty of empire can
they produce, by which their innocent vic-.
- ' tims
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‘tims ever refigned to them the leaft portion
of their /liberty 2 In.vain will they plead the
antigusty of the cuftom: in vain will the
bonourable light, in which prracy was con- -
fidered in the ages of barbarifm, afford them
an excufe. Impious and abandoned men!
ye in'v'ade‘thc liberties of thofe, who, (with
~ refpe to your impious felves) are in a fiate
of nature, in a ftate of original diffociation,
perfely independent, perfettly free.

It appears then, that the two orders of -
flaves, which have been mentioned in thé
hiftory of the African fervitude, ¢ of thofe
¢ who arc publickly feized by virtue of the
¢ authority of their prince; and of thofe,
« who are privately kidnapped by indivi-
¢¢ duals,” are colleCted by means of vielence
and oppreflion; by means, repugnant te

nature, the principles of government, and the
common notions of eguity, as eftablithed
“among men.

C H A P. VL

We come now to the third order of #n-
voluntary flaves, ¢ to convitts.” The only
argument
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\argum‘cnt that the fellers advance here, is
this, ¢ that they have been found guilty of
« offences, and that the punifhment is juft.”

But before the equity of the fentence can -
_ be allowed,.two queftions muft be decided, .

‘thcther the punifthment is proportioned to
the offence, and what is its particular odjelt
and end 2 . ' :

To decide the firft, we may previoufly
obferve, that the African fervitude compre~
hends banifbment, a deprivation of liberty,
and many corporal fufferings.

On banifbment, the following obfervations .

will fuffice. Mankind have their /oca/ at-
tachments. They have a particular regard
for the fpot, in which they were born and
nurtured. Here it was, that they firft drew
their infant-breath : here, that they were
cherithed and fupported : here, that they
pafled thofe fcenes of childhood, which, free
from care and anxiety, are the happieft in
the life of man; fcenes, which accompany
them through life; which throw themfelves
* frequently into their thoughts, and produce
the moft agreeable fenfations. Thefe then
are weighty confiderations ; ‘and how great

this
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this regard is, may be evxdenced from our
own feclings ; -from the tefhmony of fomc,
who, when remote from their country, and

" in the hour of danger and . diftrefs, haye’

" found their thoughts unufually direed, by
fome impulfe or other, to their native fpot ;
' and from the example. of others, who, hav-
mg braved the ftorms and adverfities of life,
either repair to it for the remainder of their

days, or defire even to be conveyed to it; *

when exiftence is no more.

But feparately from thefe their /Jocal, they
have alfo their perfonal attachments; their
regard for particular men, There are

[y

v/'

e

ties of blood; there are ti¢s of friendfhip. - “

In the former cafe, they muft of neceflity
- be attached : the. conftitution of their na-
ture demands it. In the lattcr, it is im-
_ poffible to be otherwife ; fince fnendfhlp
is founded on an harmony of temper, on a

concordance of fentiments and - manners,’
on habits of conﬁdcnce, and a mutual ex-

change of favours.
" We_may now mention, as perfectly dif-

tinc both fram ‘their /ocaland perfonal, the
national attachments of mankind, their

! ' - regard

.
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regard for the whole body of the people,

~among whom they . were born and educa-

ted. This regard is particularly confpi-
cuous ‘in the condué of fuch, as, being thus
ﬂatzomzlly conneted, refide in foreign parts.
How anxioufly do they meet together! how
much do they enjoy the fight of others of
their- ¢ countrymen, whom fortune places in
their way ! what an eagernefs do they thew
to ferve them, though not born on the fame
particular fpot, though not conneéted by
confanguinity or friendfhip, though unknown.
to them before! Neither is this affeion -
wonderful, fince they are creatures of the
fame education; of the fame principles; ‘of
the fame manners and habits; caft, as it
were, in the fame mould; and marked w:th
the fame 1mpreﬁion

- If men therefore are thus feparately, ate
tached to the feveral objets defcribed, it is
evident that a feparate exclufion from either
muft afford them confiderable pain. What

- then muft be their fufferings, to be forced
_for ever from their country, which includes

them'all ? Which contains the - fpot, in which
they were born and nurtured ; which con-
tains
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tains their relations and frfma".r,; which con-
tains the whole body of the people, among

“whom they were bred and educated. In

~ thefe fufferings, which arife to men, both
in bidding, and in having bid, adieu to all
that they efteem as dear and valuable, 4ansfh-
ment confifts in part; and we may agree
therefore with the ancients, without adding
other melancholy circumftances to the ac-
count, that it is no inconfiderable punjfh-
ment of itfelf.

With refpect to the /ofi of /Ziberty, which
is the fecond-confideration in the punifh-
ment, it is evident that men bear nothing
worfe ; that there is\nothing, that they lay
more at heart ; and that they have .thewn,
by many and memorable inftances, that even
death is to be preferred. How many could
be named here, who, having fuffered the
Jofs of liberty, have put a period to their
exiftence! How many, that have willingly
undergone the hazard of their lives to deftroy
a tyrant! How many, that have even glo-
ried to perifh in the attempt! How many .
bleedy and publick wars have been under-
taken (not to mention the numerous fervile

infurretions,
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infurre&ions, with which hlﬁory is ftained)

for the caufe of freedom ﬂ
But if nothing is dearer "than ltéerty to
men, with which, the barren rock is-able
to afford its joys, .and without which, the
glorious fun fhines upon them but in vain,
and all the fweets and delicacies of life are
taftelefs and unenjoyed; what punithment
" can be more fevere than the lofs of fo great -
a blefling? But if to this deprivation of Ii-
berty, we add the agonizing pangs of banifh-
ment ; and if to the complicated ftings of
both, we add the inceflant firipes, awounds,
and miferies, which are undergone by thofe,
who are fold into this horrid fervstude ; what
crime can we poffibly imagine to be {o enor-
mous, as to be worthy of fo greata punifh-
ment ? ,
How contrary then to reafon, juftice, and
nature, muft thofe act, who apply this, the
fevereft of human punifhments, to the moft
infignificant offence ! yet fuchis the cuftom
with the Africans: for, from the time, in
which sthe “Europeans firft intoxicated the
African princes with their foreign draughts,
F no
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no crime has been ‘committed, no fhadow
of a crime devifed, that has not imme-
diately been punithed with fervirude.

But for what purpofe is the punithment
applied ? Is it applied to amend the man-
ners of the criminal, and thus render him
a better fubje@ ? - No, for if you banith him,
he can no longer be a fubject, and you can
no longer therefore be folicitous for his
morals. Add to this, that if you banifth
him to a placc, where he is to cxpenencc
the hardfhips of want and hunger (fo power-
fully does hunger compel men to the per-
petration of crimes) you-force him rather to
corrupt, than amend his manners, and to
be wicked, when he might otherwife be
juft, -

Is it applied then, that others may be
deterred from the fame proceedings, and
that crimes may become lefs frequent ?”
No, but that avarice may be gratified ;
that the prince may experience the emolu-
ments of the fale: for, horrid and melan-
choly thought! the more crimes his fub-
je€ts commit, the richer is he made; the

' ' more
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more - abandoned the fubje&, the bapp}er is
the. prince !

Neither can we allow that the pumfh-
ment thus applied, tends in any dcg}'ce to
anfwer the publick bappinefs ; for if men can’”
be fentenced to flavery, right or wrong; if
fhadows can be turned into fubftances, and
virtues into crimes ; it is evident that none
can be happy, becaufe none can be fecure.

But if the punifhment is infinitely greater
than the offence, (which has been fhewn
before) and if it is 'infliGted, neitherto
amend the criminal, nor to deter others from
the fame proceedings, nor to advance, in
any degree, the happinefs of the publick, it
is {carce neceflary to obferve, that it is' to-
_ tally unjuft, fince it is repugnant to reafin,
the dictates of nature, and the vcry prin-
ciples of government.

, C H A P. VIL

We come now to the fourth and laft order
of flaves, to prifoners of war. As the fellers
lay a particular ftrefs on this order of men,
and infer much, from its antiquity, in fupport

F 2 of
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of the juftice of their caufe, we fhall examine
the principle, on which it fubfifted among
the ancients. But.as this principle was the
fame among all nations, and as a citation
from many of their hiftories would not be
lefs tedious than unneceffary, we fhall felect
the example of the Romans for the confide-
ration of the cafe. T

The law, by which prifoners of war were
faid to be fentenced to fervitude, was the *
low of nations. It was fo called from the
univerfal concurrence of nations in the
cuftom. It had two points in view, the
perfons of the captured, and their effeds;
both of which it immediately fentenced,
without any of the ufual forms of law, to
be the property of the captors.
" The principle, on which the law was
eftablithed, was the right of capture. . When
any of the contending parties had overcome
their opponents, and were about to deftroy
them, the right was confidered to com-
mence ; a right, which the vi&ors conceived
themfelves to have, to recall their fwords,

® Jure Gentium fervi noflri funt, qui ab hoftibus capiuntur.
Juftinian, L. 1. 5. 5. 1.
and,
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ancs from the confideration of having faved
the lives-of the vanquithed, when they could
have tiken them by the laws of* war, to
commute 4/od \for JSérvice.  Hence the Ro-
man lawyer, Pomponius, deduces the ety-
mology - of flave in the Roman language.
* <« They were called fervi, fays he, from the
¢ following circumftance. Tt, was ufual
“. with oar commanders to take them prifo-
¢ ners, and fell them: now this c:rcum-
“ fance implies, that they muft have been
¢ previoufly preferved, and hence the name.”

- Such then was the right of capture. It was
aright, which the circumftance of raking
the vanquithed, that is, of preferving thcm¢
alive, gave the conquerors to their perfons.
By this right, as always including "the idea
of a previous prefervation from death,§ ‘the
vanquifhed were faid 70 4e _/lmm ; and, ¢ as
“ all flaves,” fays Juftinian, ¢ are them-
““ felves in the power: of others, and of
‘“ courfe -can have nothing of their own,

* Serverum appe]latm ex eo fluxit, quod imperatores noftri
captivos vendere, ac per hoc fz-vare, nec occidere folent.

.+ Nam five Hﬂor.busjzlrt captiv.tatis ferviflent, &c. Juftin,
L. 4+ 3. ct paflim apud fcriptores antiquos,

. Fj3- : “ fo
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¢ {o their effe@s followed the condmon of
¢ their perfons, and became the property of
¢ the captors. '

" "Fo examine this right, by which the van- '
quithed wete faid to be flaves, we fhall ufe

the words of a celebrated Roman author,

and apply them to the prefent cafe. ** If
¢ 1t is lawful,” fays he, ¢ to deprive a man

““ of his life, it is certainly not inconfift-

¢ -ent with nature to rob him ;” to rob him

of his liberty. We admit the conclufion

to be juft, if the fuppofition be the fame:

we'allow, if men have a right to commit

that, ‘which is confidered as a greater crime,

that they have a right, at the fame inftant,

to commit that, which is confidered as a lefs.

But what fhall we fay to the byporhefis 2 We

deny it to be true., The voice of nature is

againft it. It is not lawful to kill, but on

neceffity. Had there been a neceflity, where

had the wretched captive furvived to be bro-

ken ‘with chains and fervitude? The very

a& of faving his life i$ an argument to prove,

that no fuch neceflity exifted. The conclu-

LY

* Neque eft contra naturam fpoliare eum, fi poflis, quem
honeftum eft necare. - Cicero de officiis. L., 3. 6.
) Son
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Jion is therefore falfe. The captors had no -
right to the: /fves of the captured, and of
courfe rione . to their /iberty: they had no-
iight to their b/lood, -and of courfe none to
-their fervice. Their right therefore had no
foundation in juftice. It was founded on a
principle, contrary to the law of nature, and
of courfe contrary to that law, which peo-
ple, under different governments, are bound
to obferve to one another.

It is fcarce neceflary to obferve, as a far«
ther teftimony of the injuftice of the mea-
fure, that the Europeans, after the intro-
du&ion of Chriftianity, exploded this prin-
ciple of the anciénts, as frivolous and falfe ;
that they fpared the lives of the vanquithed,
not from the fordid motives of avarice, but
from  a confcientioufnefs, that homicide
could only be juftified by zeceffity ; that they

- introduced an excbange of prifoners, and,
by many and wife regulations, deprived war
of many of its former horrours.

But the advocates for flavery, unable to
defend themfelves againft thefe arguments,
have fled to other refources, and, ignorant of.
hiftory, have denied that the right of capture

F 4 N - was
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was the true principle, on which flavery
{ubfifted among-thé ancients. 'They reafon
thus. ¢ The learned Grotius, and others,
have confidered flavery as the juft confe-
quence ofa privaté war, (fuppofing the war
to be juft and the opponents in a ftate of
nature), upon the principles of reparation and
punifbment. Now as the law of nature,
which is the rule of condu& to individuals
in fuch a fituation, is applicable to members
of a different ®mmunity, there is reafon to
prefume, that thefe principles were applied
by the ancients to their prifoners of war ;
that their effects were confifcated by the right
of reparation, and their perfons by the right
of punifbment.”
But fuch a prefumption .is falfe. The
right of caprure was the only argument, that
the ancients adduced in their defence. Hence
Polybius; ¢ What muft they, (the Man-
¢ tinenfes) fuffer, to receive the punithment
¢ they deferve? Perhaps it will be faid,
“ that they muft be fold, when they are taken,
““ airh their wives and cbhildren into flavery :
¢ But this is not to be confidered as a pu- .
¢ nifbment, fince even thofe fuffer it, by the
¢ laws
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¢ laws of war, whcothave done nothing that
¢ is bafe.” Thetruth is, that both the of~-
Jending and the offended parties, whenever they
were victorious, infli¢ted flavery alike. But
if the gffending party inflited flavery on the
perfons of the vanquithed, by what " right -
did thcy' infli¢t it ? It. muft be anfwered from
the prefumption before-mentioned, ‘¢ by the
 right of reparation, or of punifbment :”
an anfwer plainly abfurd and contradictory,
as it fuppofes the aggnﬁf to have a righe,
which the snjured only could pofiefs.

Neither is. the argument lefs fallacious
than the prefumption, in applying thefe
principles, which in a publick war could be-
long to the ‘publick only, to the perfons of
the mdividuals that were taken., This calls
us again to the hiftory of the ancients, and,
as the rights of reparation and punifhment
could extend to thofe only, who had been
injured, to fele¢t a particular inftance for
the confideration of the cafe.

As the Romans had been injured without
a previous provocation by the condu& of
Hannibal at Saguntum, we may take the
treaty into conﬁdcratfsn, which they made

with
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with the Carthaginians, when the latter,
defeated at Zama, fued for peace. It con-
fifted of three articles. ¥ By the firft, the
Carthaginians were to be free, and to enjoy
their own' conftitution and laws. By the -
fecond, they were to pay a confiderable fum
of money, as a reparation for the damages
and expence of war: and, by the third,
they were to deliver up their elephants and
thips of war, and to be fubje&t to various
reftrictions, as a punithment. With thefe
terms they complied, and the war was
finithed: -

Thus then did the Romans make that
diftinction between private and publick war,
which was neceffary to be made, and which
the argument is fallacious in not fuppofing.
The treafury of the vanquithed was marked
as the means of reparatzotz, and as this
treafury was fupplied, in a great meafure,

® 1. Ut liberi fuis legibus viverent. Livy, L. 30. 37.

2z Decem millia talentdm argenti defcripta penfionibus
xquis in annos quinquaginta folverent. Ibid.

3. Etnaves roftratas, preter decem triremes, traderent,
elephantofque, quos haberent domitos ; neque domarent alios ;
Bellum neve in Africa, neve extra Afncam, injuflu P.R.
gererent, &c. Ibid.

* by
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by the impofition of taxes, and was, wholly,
‘the property of the publick, fo the lpub/icé’
made the reparation that was dues Theele-’
phants alfo, and fhips of war, whith Wwere
marked as the means of punifbment, were
publick property ; and as they were confi-
derable inftruments of fecurity .and defence
to their poffeffors, and of annoyance to an
* enemy, fo their lofs, added to the reftriGions
of the treaty, operated as a great and publick
punithment. But with refpect to the Car-
thaginian prifoners, who had been taken in
the war, they were retained in fervitude :
not upon the principles of reparation and
punifbment, becaufe the Romans had already
received, by their own confeflion in the
treaty, a fufficient fatisfaction: not upon
thefe principles, becaufe they were inap-
plicable to individuals : the legionary foldier
injthe fervice of the injured, who took his
prifoner, was not the perfon, to whom the
injury bad been done, any more than the fol-
dier in the fervice of the aggreffors, who
was taken, was the perfon, who had com-
mitted the offence : but they were retained in
fervitude by the right of capture; becaufe,

when
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when both parties had fent their military
into the field to determine the difpute, it
was at the private choice of the legxonary'
foldier before-mentioned, whether he would -
fpare the life of his conquered opponent,
when he was thought to be entitled to take
it, if he had chofen, by the laws of war. ;
To produce more inftances, as an illuftra- _
tion of the fubjed, or to go farther into the
argument, would be to trefpafs upon the pati-
ence, as well as underftanding of the reader.
In a jlate of nature, where a man is fuppofed
to commit an injury, and to be unconnected
with. the reft of the world, the a&t is privare,
and the right, which the injured acquires,
can extend only to bimfelf: but in a flate of
ﬁciety, where any member or members of a
particular community give offence to thofe
of another, and they are patronized by the
ftate, to which they belong, the cafe is al-
tered ; the act becomes immediately publick,
and the publick alone are to experience the
confequences of their-injuftice. For as no
particular member: of the community, if
confidered as an individual, is guilty, except
the perfon, by whom the injury was done,

it
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“it would be contrary to reafon and juftice,
to apply the principles of reparation” and
punifbment, which belong to the people as
a colle@ive body, to any individual of ‘the
community, who fhould happen to be taken.
Now, as the principles of reparation and
punifbment are thus inapplicable to the pri-
foners, taken in a pu/)/i't,é war, and as the
right of capture, as we have thewn before,
is infufficient to intitle the viQors to the
JService of the vanquifhed, it is evident that
Slavery cannot juftly exift at all; fince there
are no other rhaxims,_ on which it can be
. founded, even in the moft equitable wars.
But if thefe things are fo; if flavery can-
~not be defended even in the moft equirable
wars, what arguments will not be found
againft that fervitude, which arifes from
;thofe, that are wnjuff @ Which arifes from
thofe African wars,‘that relate to the pre-
fent fubject ?* The African Erinces, corrupt-
ed by the merchants of Europe, feck every
opportunity of quarrelling with one another.
Every fpark is blown into a flame; and war
is undertaken from no other confideration,
than that of procuring flaves + while the Eu-

ropeans,
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ropeans, on the other hand, happy in the
quarrels which ' they have thus excited,
fupply them with arms and ammunition
for the accomplithment of their horrid pur-
pofe. Thus has Africa, for the fpace of
two hundred years, been the fcene of the
migft iniquitous and bloody wars ; and thus
have many thoufands of men, in the moft
iniquitous manner, been fent into fervi-
tude.

C H A P. VIL

/

We fhall beg leave, before we proceéd.
to the arguments of the purchafers, to add
the following obfervations to the fubftance -
of the three preceding chapters.

As the two orders of men, of thofe who
are privately kidnapped by individuals, and
of thofe who are publickly feized by virtue
of the authority of their prince, compofe to-
gether, at leaft, * nine tenths of the African

: flaves,
® The total annual exportation from Africa, is efimated
here at 100,000 men, two thirds of whom are exported by the

- Britifh merchants alone, This cﬂ:ima;c is lefs than that which
is
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flaves, they cannot contain, upon a mode-
rate computation, lefs than nincty thoufand’
men annually tranfported : an immenfe num-
ber, but eafily-to be credited, when we re-
flet that thoufands are employed for the-
purpofe of ftealing ' the unv{rary,. and that
- thefe diabolical practices are in force, fo far

is ufuilly made, and has been publitied. The author has
been informed by difinterefted people, who were in moit of the
Weft India iflands during the late war, and who converfed.
with many of the moft intelligent of the negroes, for the pure
pofe of inquiring by what methods they had originally been,
reduced to flavery, that they did not find even two in twenty,
who had been reduced to that fituation, by any other means
than thofe mentioned above. The author, defirous of a far-
ther confirmation of this circumftance, ftopped the prefs till he
had written toanother friend, who had refided twenty years in
the Weft-Indies, and whofe opinion he had not yet afked.
The following is an extra& from the anfwer. < I do nog
¢¢ among many hundreds recolle& to have feen but one orawo
‘¢ flaves, of thofe imported from Africa, who had any fecars to
¢ fhew, that they had been in ‘war. They are generally fuch
‘¢ as are kidnapped, or fold by their tyrants, after the deftruc-
tion of a village, In fhort, I am firmly of opinion, that
crimes and war together do not furnifh one flave in an
hundred of the numbers introduced into the European colo-
* nies. .Of confequence the trade itfelf, were it poffible to
fuppofe convifts or prifoners of war ‘to be juftly fentenced
to fervitade, is accountable for ninety-nine in every han-
dred flaves, whom it fupplies. Itis an infult to the pub-
hck to attempt to palliate the method of procuring them.””

hgs
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has European #njuftice been fpread, at the
diftance of a thoufand miles from the fac-
tories on the coalt. The flave merchants,
among whom a quantity of European goods
is previoufly divided, travel into the Eeart
of the country to this amazing diftance.
Some of them attend the various markets,
that are eftablithed through fo large an ex-
tent of territory, to purchafe the kidnapped
people, whom the flave-bunters are continu-
ally bringing in ; while the reft,fubdividing
their merchandize among the petty fove-
reigns with whom they deal, receive, by
an immediate exertion of fraud and violence,
the ftipulated number,

Now, will any man affert, in oppofition
to the arguments before advanced, that out
of this immenfe body of men, thus annu-
ally colletted and tranfported, there is even
one, over whom the original or fubfequent
feller can have any power or right ? Who-
ever afferts this, in the firft inftance, muft
contradi@ his own feelings, and muft con-
fider bimjelf as a juft object of prey, when-
ever any daring invader fhall think it pro-
per to attack dim.  And, in the fecond

inftance,
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inftance, the very idea which the African’
princes entertain of their villages, as parks
or refervoirs, ﬁocked only for their own
convenience, and of their fubje@s, as wild
* beafls, whom they may purfue and take at
pleafure, is fo fhocking, that it need only
be mentioned, to be inflantly reprobated by

the reader. o '
" The order of flaves, which is next to the
“former in refpect to the number of ‘people
whom it contains, is that of prifoners of
war, This order, if the former flatement
be-true, is more inconfiderable than is gene;
rally imagined ; but whoever reflects on the
prodigious flaughter that is conftantly made
in every African {kirmith, cannot be other-
wife than of this opinion : he will find, that
where zen are taken, he has every reafon to
prefume that an bundred perith. In fome
of thefe fkirmifhes, though they have been
begun for the exprefs purpofe of procuring
JSlaves, the conquerors have fuf%ergd but few
of the vanquithed to efcape the fury of the
fword ; and there have not been wanting
inftances, where they have been fo inceafed
at the refiftance they have found, that their
G {pirit
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{pirit of vengeance has entirely got the bet-
ter of their athhey have murdered,
in cool blood, every~ individual, without
difcrimination, either of age or fex.

* The following is an account of one of
thefe {kirmifhes, as de(crib_cdlby a perfon,”
who was "witnefs to the fcene. <] was”
¢ fcr?t,'with ‘fevera\l others, in a fmall floop
““ up the river Niger, to purchafe flaves :
¢ we had fome free negroes with us in the
¢ praltice; and as the veflels are liable to
¢ frequent attacks from the qegroés on one
¢ fide of the river, or the Moors on the
¢ other, they are all armed. As we rode
¢ at-anchor a long way up the river, we
¢ obferved a large number of negroes in

.

¢ The writer of the letter of which this is a faithful ex-
~ tradt, and who was known to the author of the prefent Effay,
* was a long time on the Afiican coaft. He had once the
misfortune to be fhipwrecked there, and to be taken by the
natives, who conveyed him and his companions a confiderable
way up into the country. The hardfhips which he underwent
in the march, his treatment during his captivity, the f{cenes to
which he was witnefs, while he rcfided among the inland Af-
ricans, as well as while in the African trade, gave occa- _
fion to a feries of very interefting letters. Thefe letters were
fent to the author of the prefent Effay, with liberty to make
what ufe of them he chofe, by the gentleman to whom they
were written, i

¢ huts
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“huts by the river’s fide, and for our own

fafety kept a wary eye on them. Early
next morning we faw from our maft-
head 2 numerous body approaching, with
apparently but little order, but in clofe
array. ‘They approached very faft, and fell
furioufly on the inhabitants of the town,
who “feemed to be quite furprized, but
neverthelefs, as foon as they could get
together, fought ftoutly. - They had fome
fire-arms, but made very little ufe of
them, as they came directly to\clofe‘
fighting with their fpears, lances, and
fabres. Many of the invaders were

mounted on {mall horfes ; and both par- .

ties fought for about half an hour with .
the fierceft animofity, exerting much more
courage and perfeverance than I had ever
before been witnefs to amongft them.
The women and children of the town
cluftered together to the water’s edge,
running fhrieking up and down with ter-
rour, waiting the event of the combat,
till their party gave way and took to the
water, to endeavour to {wim over to the
Barbary fidé. They were clofely purfued
Gz ““ even
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though they came for the purpofe of

¢ getting flaves, gave no quarter, their cruel-
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ty- even prevailing over their awarice.
They made no prifoners, but: put all to
the fword without mercy. Horrible in-
deed was the carnage of the vanquithed
on this occafion, and as we were within
two or three hundred yards of them,
their cries and fhrieks affe&ted us extreme-
ly. We had got up our anchor at the
beginning of the fray, and now ftood
clofe in to the fpot, where the vi&ors
having followed the vanquifhed into the .
water, were continually dragging out and
murdering thofe, whom by reafon of their
wounds they eafily overtook. The very
children, whom they took in great num-
bers, did not efcape the maflacre. En-
raged at their barbarity, we fired our
guns loaden with grape fhot, and a volley
of fmall arms among them, which effec-
tually checked their ardour, and obliged
them to retire to a diftance from the
fhore ; from whence a few round cannon
fhot foon removed them into the woods.

“ The
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The whole river was black over with the.
heads of the fugitives, who were {wim-
ming for their lives. Thefe poor wretches,
fearing s as much- as their conquerors,
dived when we fired, and cried moft la-
mentably for mercy. Having now effec-
tually favoured their retreat, we ftood
backwards and ‘forwards, and took up
feveral that were wounded and tired.
All whofe wounds had difabled them from
fwimming, were either butchered or
drowned, before we got up to them.
With a juftice and generoﬁty, never-I be-
lieve before beard of among [flavers, we gave
thofe their liberty whom we had taken
up, fetting them on fhore on the Bar-
bary fide, among the poor refidue of their.
companions, who had {urvived the flaugh-
ter of the morning.”

We thall make but two remarks on this

horrid inftance of African cruelty, - It adds,
firft, a confiderable weight to the ftatements
that have been made ; aniconﬁrms, fecond-
ly, the conclufions that were drawn in the
pregeding chapter. For if we even atlow
the right of capture to be juft, and the

G 3 : principles
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principles of reparation and punithment ta
be applicable to the individuals of a com-
munity, yet would the former be unjuft,
and the latter inapplicable, in the prefent
cafe. Every African war is a robbery ; ‘and
we may add, to our former expreflion, when
we faid, “that thus have many thoufands of
““ men, in the moft iniqhitous manner,
“¢ been fent into fervitude,” that we believe
there are few of this order, who are not
as much the examples of injuftice, as the
people that have been kidnapped ; and who
do not additionally convey, when we con-
fider them as prifoners of war, an idea of
the moft complicated fcene of murder.

The order of convzé?.r, as it exifts almoft
folely among thofe princes, whofe domini-
ons are contiguous to the European facto-
ries, is from this circumftance fo inconfider-
able, when compared with either of the
preceding, tha\t we fhould not have men-
tioned it again, but that e were unwilling
to' omit -any additional argument that oc-
curred againtt it.

It has been thewn already, that the punith-
ment of flavery is inflited from no other

motive,

>
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motive, than that of gratifying the avarice
“of the prince, a confideration fo deteftable,
as to be fufficient of itfelf to prove it to be
unjuft; and that it is fo difproportronate,
from its nature, to the offence, as to afford
an additional proof of its injuftice. We
thall add now, as a fecond argument, its
difproportion from ‘its continuance: and we
fhall derive a third from the confideration,
that, in civil fociety, every violation of the
laws of the community is an offence againft
the flate.} .

Let us fuppofe then an African prince,
difdaining for once the idea of emolument :
let us fuppofe him for once inflamed with

” the love of his country, and refolving to
punifh from this principle alone, * that by
¢ exhibiting an example of terrour, he may

 preferve that bappinefs of the pué/i‘c,é‘,

1 Were this not the cafe, the government of a country
could have no right to take cognizance of crimes, and
punifh them, but every individual, if injured, would have
a right to punifh the aggreffor with <his own hand, which is
contrary to the notions of all civilized men, whether aniong
the ancients or the moderns.

G4 - ““ which
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¢¢ which he is bound to fecure and defend -
“ by the very nature of his contra&; or,
¢ in other words, that he may anfwer the
““ end of government.” If actuated then
by this principle, he fhould adjudge flavery
to an offender, as a juft punithment for his
oﬁ"cncc for whofe benefit muft the conviét
labour ? Ifit be anfwered, “¢ for the bene-
¢ fit of the ftate,” we allow that the punifh-
ment, in whatever light it is confidered,
will be found to be equitable: but if it be
anfwered, ¢ for the benefit of any individual
“¢ whom ke pleafes to appoint,” we deny it to
be juft. The * ftate alone is confidered to
‘have been injured, and as injuries cannot pof-
Sibly be transferred, the ftate alone can juftlye
receive the advantages of his labour. But if
the African prince, when he thus condemns
him to labour for the benefit of an unoffended
individual, fhould at the fame tim ntence

® This fame notion is entertained even by the African
pnnccs, who do not permit " the perfon injured to revenge his
injury, or to reccive the convi& as his flave. But if the very
perfon who has been injured, does not poffefs him, much lefs
ought any other perfon whatfoever.

him
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him to become his property ; that is, if he

thould make the perfon and life of the con-

vi& at the abfolute difpofal of him, for

whom he has fentenced him to labour; it is -
evident that, in addition to his “former in-

juitice, he is ufurping a power, which no

ruler or rulers of a ftate can poffefs, and

which the great Creator of the univerfe

never yet gave to any order whatever of
created beings.

That this reafoning is true, and that
civilized nations have confidered it as fuch,
will be beft teftified by their pra&ice. We
may appeal here to that favery, which is
now adjudged to delinquents, as a punith-
ment, among many of the ftates of Europe.
Thefe delinquents are fentenced to labour at
the oar, to work in mines, and on Jortifica-
tions, to cut and clear r7vers, to make and re-
pair roads, and to perform other works of ﬁa—
tional utility. They are employed, in thort,
in the publick work ; becaufe, as the crimes
they have committed are confidered to have
been crimes againft the publick, no indivi-
dual can juftly receive the emoluments of
their labour ; and they are ncither fo/d, nor

made
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made capable of being transferred, becaufe
no government - Whatfoevcr is mvcﬁcd with
fuch a power.. :
"Fhus then may that ﬂavery, in which
only the idea of labour is included, be per-
fetly equitable, and the dglinquent will
always receive his punifiment 2s a man;
whereas in that, which additionally includes
the idea of property, and to undergo which,
“the delinquent muft previoufly change his
nature, and become a érute; there is an .
inconfiftency,.-which no érguments can re-
concile, and a contradi&ion to every prin-
ciple of nature, which aman need only to
appeal to his own feclings immediately to
evince. And we will venture to aflert, from
the united obfervations that have been made
upon the fubje@, in oppofition to any ar-
guments that may be advanced, that there is
fcarcely one of thofe, who are called Afri-
can convi&ts, on whom the prince has a
-right to inflit a punifthment at all; and that
there is no one whatever,. whom he has a
power of fentencing to labour for the bene-
fit of an unoffended individual, and much-
lefs whom he has a right to fell. _
‘ Having
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% Having now fully examined the argu-
ments of  the fel/ers, and having made fuch
additional remarks as were neceflary, we
have only to add, that we cannot fufficiently
exprefs our deteftation at their condué.
Were the reader coolly to refle@ upon the

. cafe of but one of the unfortunate men,
who are annually the vitims of awvarice,
and confider his fituation in life, as a fa-
ther, an hufband, or a friend, we are fure,
that even on fuch a partial refleion, he
muft experience confiderable pain. What
then muft be his feelings, when he is told, .
that, fince the flave-trade Began, + nine
millions of men have been torn from their
deareft conne&ions, and fold into flavery.
If at this recital his indignation thould arife,
let hint confider it as the genuine produc-

* There are inftances on the African continent, of parents
felling their children. As the flaves of this defeription are fo
few, and are fo irregularly obtained, we did not think it worth
our while to confider them as forming ‘an order ; and, as
God never gave the parent a power over his child to make
him miferable, we truft that any farther mention of them will
be unneceflary. .

1 Abh¢ Raynal, Hift. Phil. val, 4. P. 154.

tion
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N
~ tion of nature ; that fhe recoiled at the hor-
rid thought, and that fhe applied inftantly
a torch to his breaft to kindle his ‘refent-
ment; and if, during his indignation, fhe
fhould awaken the figh of fympathy, or fe-
duce the tear ,of commiferation from his
eye, let him cénﬁder each as an additional
argument againft the iniquity of the ﬁ/—
lers, .

C H A P, IX.

It remainsonly now to examine by what
arguments thofe, who récez‘vq or purcbdé
their fellow-creatures into flavery, defend

the commerce. ‘Their firft plea is,  that
e they receive thofe with propriety, who
¢ are convicted of crimes, becaufe they are
¢ delivered into their hands by their own
¢ magiftrates.” But what is this to you
recervers 2 Have the unfortunate convidts
been guilty of m_;uryﬁ to you? Have they
broken your-treatics ? Have they plundered
your fhips? Have they carried your wives
and children into ﬂavery, that yox fhould

thus
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: thus retaliate ? Have they offended yau even,
. by word or gefture ? '

But if the African conviéts ariinngcent
with refpec to you; if you have' not even
the thadow of a .claim upon their perfons ;
by what right do you receive them? < By
¢ the laws of the Africans,” you will fay;
“ by which it is pofitively allowed.”—
But can Jaws alter the nature of vice ? Tﬁey
- may give it a fan&ion perhaps: it will fill
be immutably the fame; and, though dref-
fed in the outward habiliments of Aonour,
will ftill be intrinfically bafe.

But alas! you do not only attempt to
defend yourfelves. by thefe arguments, but
even dare to give your actions the appear-
ance of lenity, and affume mersz from your
bafenefs I and how firft ought you particu-
larly to blufh, when you affert,. ¢ that prifo- -
¢ ners of war are only purchafed from the™
¢¢ hands of their conquerors, #o deliver them
““ from death.” Ridiculous defence! can
the moft credulous believe it ? You entice
the Africans to war ; you foment their quar-
rels; you fupply them with arms and am-
munition, and all—from the motives of bene-

volence.
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wolence. Does a man fet fire to an houfe,
for the purpofe of refcuing the inhabitants
from the flames ?  But if they are only pur-
chafed, to deliver- them from death; why,
when they are delivered into your hands, ‘as
protectors, do you-torture them with hun-
ger ! Why do you kill them with fatigue?
Why does the whip deform their bodies,
or the knife their limbs? Why do you
fentence them to death ? to a death, infi-
nitely more excruciating than that from -
which you fo kindly faved them? What
anfwer do you make to this? for if you
had not humanely preferved them from the
hands of their conquerors, a quick death
" perhaps, and that in'the fpace of a moment,
had freed them from their pain: but on
account of your favour and benevolence, it
is known, that they have lingered years in
pain and agony, and have been fentenced,
at laft, to a dreadful death for the moft in-
fignificant offence. "

Neither can we allow the other argument -
to be true, on which you found your merit ;
¢ that you take them from their country
¢ for their own convenience; becaufe Af-

A ‘¢ rica,
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¢ rica, fcorched with inceflant heat, and
< fubje& to the moft violent rains and.
- ¢ tempefts, is unwholefome, and unfit to
¢ be inhabited.” Prepofterous men! do
you thus judge from your own feelings ?
Do you thus judge from your own. con-
ftitution and frame? -But .if you fuppofe
that the Africans are incapable of enduring
their own climate, becaufe you cannot en-
dure it yourfelves; why do you receive
them into flavery ? Why do you not mea-
fure them here by the fame ftandard? For
if you are unable to.bear hunger and thirft,
chains and imprifonment, wounds and tor-
" ture, why do you not fuppofe them in-
capable of enduring the fame treatment ?
Thus then is your argument turned againft
yourfelves. But confider the anfwer which
the Scythians gave the ZAigyptians, when
they contended about the antiquity of their
original, * ¢“ That nature, when fhe firft
¢ ‘diftinguithed countries by different de-
¢« grees of heat and cold, tempered the
¢ bodies of animals, at the. {fame ‘inftant,
¢ to endure the different fituations: that

-

~

® Juftin, L. 2. C. 1.
€< as
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“ as the climate of Scythia was feverer
«¢ than that of Agypt, fo were the bodies
¢ of the Scythians harder, and as capable
¢ of enduring the feverity of their atmo-
¢ fphere, as the Agyptians the temperate-
¢ nefs of their own.”"

But you may fay perhaps, that, though
they are capable of enduring their own
climate, yet their fituation is frequently
uncomfortable, and c‘ven' wretched : that
Africa is infefted with Idég&s, and infe&s -
of various kinds ; that they fettle-in fwarms
upon the-trees, def‘trgy the verdure, confume
the fruit, and deprive the inhabitants of
their food. But the-fame anfwer may be »
_applied as before; < that the fame kind
Providence, who tempered the body of
the animal, tempered alfo the body of the
tree; that he gave it a quality to recover
the bite of the locuft, which he fent’; and
to reaffume, in a fhort interval of time, its
former glory.” And that fuch is the cafe ex-
perience bas fhewn : for the very trees that
have been infefted,and (tripped of their bloom
and verdure, fd‘lbfurprizing]y quick is vege-

tation,

-
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tation, appear in a few days, as if an infedt

had been uttefly unknown. ‘
.. We may add to thefe obfervations; from

the teftimony of thofe who have written the

Hiftory of Africa from their own infpection,

.that no country -is more luxurious in pro-

{peéts, none more fruitful, none more rich

in herds and flocks, and none, where the

comforts of life, can be gained with fo little

trouble.

But you fay again, as a confirmation of
thefe your former arguments, (by which
you would have it underftood, that the Af-
ricans themfelves are fenfible of the goodnefs
of your intentions) ¢ that they. do not ap-
¢ pear to go with you againft their will.”
Impudent and bafe affertion? Why then
do you load them with chaing? Why
keep you your daily and nightly watches ?
But alas, as a farther, though a more melan-
choly proof, of the falfehood of your affer~
tions, how many, when on board your thips,
have put a period to their exiftence? How
many have leaped into the fea? How mény
have pined to death, that, even at the ex-

- pence of their lives, they might fly from
your benevolence 2
' "H Do
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Do you call them obftinate then, becaufe
they refufe your favours? Do you call them .
ungrateful, becaufe they make you this re-
turn? How much rather ought you receivers
to bluth! How much rather ought you re-
ceivers to be confidered as abandoned and
~execrable ; who, when you ufurp the domi-
nion over thofe, who are as free and inde-
pendent as yourfelves, break the firft law
of juftice, which ordains, ‘¢ that no perfon
¢¢ fhall do harm to another, without a pre-
¢ vious provocation;” who offend againft
the di¢tates of nature, which commands,
* ¢ that no juft man’ fhall be given or received
““into flavery againft his own confent;”
and who violate the very laws of the empire
that you afyume! by configning your fub-
jects to mifery.

Now, as a famous Heathen philofopher
obferves, from whofe mouth you fhall be
convicted, * “¢ there is 4 confiderable dif-
¢ ference, whether an injury is done, during
¢ any perturbation of mind, which is gene-
““ rally fhort and momentary; or whether

* Cicero de Officiis. L. 1. C, 8. ~

‘% it
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“ it is done with any previous medie
¢ tation and defign; for, thofe crimes,
“ which proceed from any fudden com-
¢ motion of the mind, are lefs than thofe,
“ which are ftudied and prepared,” how
great and enormous are your crimes to be
confidered, who plan your African voyages
at a’ time, when your reafon is found, and
your fenfes ar¢ awake ; who coolly and de-
liberately equip your veflels; and who
fpend years, and even lives, in the trafﬁck of
buman liberty.

“But if the arguments of thofe, whoﬁ/] or
deliver men into {lavery, (as we have fhewn
before) and of thofe, who recerve or purchafe
them,: (as we have now fhewn) are wholly
falfe; it is evident that this commerce,
is' not only beyond the poffibility of de-
fence, but is juftly to be accounted wicked,
and juftly impious, fince it is contrary to
the principles of /Jew and government, the
dictates of reafon, the common maxims of
equsty, the laws of nature, the admonitions
of conftience, and, in fhort, the whole doc-
trine of natural religion.

H 2 PART
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AVING confined- ourfelves wholly,

in the fecond part of this Effay,
to the confideration of the commerce, we
fhall now proceed to the confideration of
the flavery that is founded uponit. As this
flavery will be confpicuous in the treatment,
which the unfortunate Africans uniformly
undergo, when they are put into the hands
of the receivers, we thall defcribe the man-
ner in" which they are accuftomed to be ufed
from this period. :

To place this in the cleareft, and moft con-
{picuous point of view, we thall throw a con-
fiderable part of our information on this head -
into the form of a narrative: we fhall fuppofe

H 3 ., ourfelves,
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ourfelves, in fhort, on the continent of Af-
rica, and relate a {cene, which, from its agree-
ment with unqueftionable facs, might not
unreafonably be prefumed to have been pre-
fented to our view, had we been really there.
And firft, let us turn our eyes to the
cloud of duft that is before us. It feems
to advance rapidly, and, accompanied with
difmal - fhrieks” and yellings, to make the
very air, that is above it, tremble as it rolls
along. What can pofiibly be the caufe ?
Let us inquire of that melancholy African,
who feems to walk dejeéted near the thore ;
whofe eyes are fledfaftly fixed on the ap-
~ proaching obje&, and whofe heart, if we
can judge from the appearance of his coun-
tenance, muft be greatly agitated.
‘¢ Alas!” fays the unhappy African, ¢ the
cloud that you fee approaching, is a train
¢ of wretched flaves. They are going to
¢ the fhips behind you. They are deftined
¢ for the Englith colonies, and, if you will .
ftay here but for a little time, you will
fee them pafs. They were laft night
drawn up upon the plain which you fee
before you, where they were branded
upon the breaft with an 4os jron; and

¢¢ when

€<
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when they had undergone the whole of
¢ the treatment which is cuftomary on
< thefe occafions, and which I amr informed
¢ that you Englifhmen at home ufe to the
“ cattle which you buy, they were return-
¢ ed to their prifon. As I have fome deal-
“ ings with the members of the fatory
«« which you fee at a little diftance, (though
¢ thanks to the Great Spirit, 1 never dealt
%< in the liberty of my fellow creatures) I
¢ gained admittance there. I learned the
¢ hiftory of fome of the unfortunate peo-
¢ ple, whom I faw confined, and will ex-
¢t plain to you, i?\my eye thould catch them
< as they pafs, the real caufes of their fer- .

¢

Y

¢ yitude.”

~ Scarcely were thefe words fpoken, when
they came diftin&ly into fight. They ap-
peared to advance in a long column, but in
a very irregular manner. There were three
only in the front, and thefe were chained .
" together. The reft that fo_llowéd feened to
be chained by pairs, but by prefling forward,

" to avoid the lath of the drivers, the breadth
of the column began to be greatly extended,

"~ and ten or more were obferved abreait.

H 4 While
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While we were making thefe remarks,
the intelligent African thus .refumed his
difcourfe. ¢ The firft three whom you =
¢ obferve,.at the head of the train, to be
¢ chained together, are prifoners of war."
“ As foon as the thips that are  behind
‘¢ you arrived, the news was difpatched into
¢ the inland country; when one of the petty
¢ kings immediately affembled his fubjets,
¢ and attacked a ncighbouring tribe. The
¢« wretched people, though they were furpri-
¢ zed, made a formidable refiftanice, as they
¢ refolved, almoft all of them, rather to lofe
¢ their lives, than furvive their liberty. The
perfon whom you fee in the middle, is
¢ the father of the two young men, whe
¢ are chained to him on each fide. His
‘¢ wife and two of his children were killed
¢ in the attack, and his father being wound-
¢ ed, ‘and, on account of his age, imcapable
¢ of fervitude, was left bleeding on the fpot
where this tranfaction happened.”

“ With refpet to .thofe who are now.
< pafiing us, and are imme&iatcly behind
¢ the former, I can give you no other in-
“ telligence, than that fome . of them, to.

¢ about

~
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about the number of thirty, were taken
in the fame fkirmith. Their tribe was
faid to have been numerous before the
attack ; thefc however are a// that are left

alive. But with refpe& to the unhappy

man, who is now s(ppoﬁte to us, and
whom you may diftinguith, jas he is now .
looking back and wringing his hands in
defpair, I can inform you with more pre-
cifion. He 1is an unfortunate conviét, .
He lived only about five days journey from
the fattory. He went out with"his king

“to hunt, and was one of his train ;. but,

through too great an anxiety to afford

‘his royal mafter diverfion, he roufed the

game from the covert rather fooner than
was expected. The king, exafperated at
this circumftance, immediately fentenced
him to flavery. His wife and children,
fearing left the tyrant thould extend the
punithment to themfelves, which is not
unufual, fled directly to the woods, where
they were all deyoured.” '

¢ The people, whom you: fee clofe be-

hind the unhappy convié, form a nu-'
merous body, and reach 'a confiderable
“* way,
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way. They fpeak a languagc, which no
perfon in this part of Africa can under- ‘
ftand, and their features, as you perceive,
are fo differerit from thofe of the reft, that
they almoft appear a diftint race of men.
From this circumftance I recolle¢t them.
They are the fubjeéts of a very diftant
prince, who agreed with the flave mer-
chants, for a quantity of [pirituous liguors,

‘to furnith him with a ftipulated number

of flaves. He accordingly furrounded,
and fet fire to one of his'own villages in the
night, and feized thefe people, who were
unfortunately the inhabitants, as they
were efcaping from the flames. I firft
faw them as the ‘merchants were driving
them in, about two days ago. They came
in a large body, and were tied together at
the neck with leather thongs, which per-
mitted them to walk at thg diftance of
about a yard from one andther. Many
of them were loaden with elephants teeth,
which had been purchafed at the fame
time. All of them had bags, made of
fkin, upon their fhoulders; for as they
were to travel, in their way from the

v ¢ great
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~ ¢¢ great mountains, through barren’fands and

¢¢ inhofpitable woods for many days toge- -
¢ ther, they were obliged to carry water
‘“ and provifions with them. 'Notwith-
¢ ftanding this, many of them perifhed,
" ¢¢ fome by hunger, but the greateft number
‘“ by fatigue, as the place from whence they
¢ came, is at {uch an amazing diftance from
‘¢ this, and the obitacles, from the nature

. ““’of the country, o great, that the journéy
““ could fcarcely be completed in feven
¢ moons.” o '
When this relation was finithed, and we
had been looking ftedfaftly for fome time
on the croud that was going by, we loft
fight of that peculiarity of feature, which
we had before remarked.” We then difco-
vered that the inhabitants of the depopu-
lated village had all of them pafled us, and
that the part of the train, to which we
were now oppofite, was a numerous body
of kidnapped people. Here we indulged
our imagination. We~thought we beheld
in one of them a father, in another an huf-
band, and in another a fon, each of whom

was forced from his various and tender conw ‘
netions,

-
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neions, and without even the opportunity

of bidding them adieu. While we were en-
gaged in fhefe and other melancholy reflec-
tions, the whole body of flaves had entirely
paﬁ'ed us. We turned almoft infenfibly to
look at them again, when we difcovered an
unhappy man at the end of the train, who

could fgarcely keéig pace with the reft.” His- -

feet feemed to have fuffered much from long
and conftant travelling, for he was limp-
ing painfully along.

« This man, refumes the African, has
< travelled a confiderable way. He lived
¢ at a great diftance from hence, and had
¢ a large family, for whom he was daily to
« provide. As he went out one, night to
~¢¢ a neighbouring {pring, to procure water
. ¢ for his thirfly children, he was kid-

¢« napped by two Jflave hunters, who fold

« him in the morning to fome country

<« merchants for a dar of iron. 'Thefe drove -

«¢ him with other flaves, procured almoft
¢ in the fame manner, to the neareft mark-
¢« et, where the Englith merchants, to
¢ whom the train that has juft now paffed
¢ us belongs, purchafed him and two others,

113 by
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by means of the{r'travclling agents, for a
piftol. His wife and children have been

"long waiting for his return. ‘But he is

gone for ever from their fight: and they -
muft be now difconfolate, as they muit
be certain by his delay, that he has fal- -
len into the hands of the Chriftians.

<« And now, as I have mentioned the
name of Chriftians, a name, by which
the Europeans diftinguifh themfelves from
us, I could with to be informed of the
meaning which fuch an appellation may
convey. They confider themfelves as
mep, but us unfortunate Africans, whom
they term Heathens, as the beafls that
ferve us.  But ah! how different is the
fa&t! What is Chriftianity, but a fyftem
of murder and vpprefion 2 The cries' and
yells of the unfortunate people, who are

.now foon to embark for the regiops of

fervitude, have already pierced my heart.
Have you not heard me figh, while we
have been talking? Do you not fee the
tears that now trickle down my cheeks ?
and yet thefe hardened Chriffians are un-
able to be moved at all: nay, they will

¢ {courge
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{courge t'hem,amidﬁ.thei‘r groans, and
even {mile, while they are torturing them
to death. . Happy, happy Heathenifm!
which can deteft the vices of Chriftia-
nity, and feel for the diftreflés of man-
kind.” : : A
““ But” wereply,  You are totally miftak-
en: Chriftianity is the moft perfett and
lovely of moral fyftems. It blefles even
the hand of perfecution itfelf, and re-
turns good for evil. ~ But the people
againft whom you fo juftly declaim,
are not Chriftians. They are infidels.
They are monflers. They are out of
the common_courfe of nature. Their
countrymen at home are generous and
brave, They fupport the fick, the lame,
and the blind. - They fly to the fuccour
of the diftreffed. They have noble and
ftately buildings for the fole purpofe of
benevolence. They are in fhort, of all
nations, the moft remarkable for huma-
nity and juftice.”

‘¢ But why then,” replies the honeft .Af.
rican, ‘. do they fuffer this? Why is Africa

(X3

a fcene of blood and defolation? Why

“foare
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. ¢ are her children wrefted from her, to ad-
*“ minifter to the luxuries and greatnefs of
“ thofe whom they never offended? And
¢ why are thefe difmal cries in vain ?”

“ Alas!” we replyagain, ¢ can the cries
and groans, with which the air now
¢ trembles, be heard acrofs this extenfive
¢¢ continent ? Can the fouthern winds con-
“ vey them to the ear of Britain ? If they
¢ could reach the generous Englithman at
‘¢ home, they would pierce his heart, as
¢¢ they have already pierced your own. He
¢ would fympathize with you in your dif-
¢« trefs. He would be enraged at the con-
¢ du¢t of his countrymen, and refit their
¢ tyranny.”— :

But here a fhriek unufually loud, acconi-
panied with a dreadful rattling of chz{ins,
interrupted the difcourfe. The wretched
Africans were juft about to embark : they
had turned their face to their country, as if
to take a laft adieu, and, with arms uplifted
to the fky, were making the very atmo-
fphere refound with their prayers and im-
precations, .

€
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C H A P. 1

The foregoing fcene, though it may be
faid to be imaginary, is ftri¢tly confiftent
with fa@. Itisa fcene, to which the rea-
der himfelf may have been witnefs, if he
has ever vifited the place, where it is fup-
pofed to lie; as no circumftance whatever
has been inferted in it, for which the fulleft
and moft-undeniable evidence ¢annot be pro-
duced. We fhall proceed now to defcribe,
in general terms, the treatment which the
wretched Africans undergo, from the time
" of their embarkation.

When the African flaves, who are col-
lected from various quarters, for the pur-
pofes of fale, are delivered over to the
receivers, they are cenduéed in the manner
above defcribed to the thips. Their fitua-
tion on board is beyond all defcription :
for here they are crouded, hundreds of them
together, into fuch a fmall compafs, as would
fcarcely be thought fufficient to accommodate
twenty, if confidered as free menm. 'This
confinement foon produces an effe, that

may
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may be eafily imagined.” It generates a
peftilential air,. which, co-operating with
bad provifions, occafions fuch a ficknefs
and mortality among them, that not lefs
than * rwenty thoufand are generally taken
off in every yearly tranfportation.

Thus confined .in a peftilential prifon,
and almoft entirely excluded from ‘the chear-
ful face of day, it remains for™ the fickly
furvivors to linger out a miferable exiftence,
till the voyage is finithed. But are no far-
ther evils' to be expected in the intérim
particularly if we add to their already
wretched fituation the indignities that are
daily offered them, and: the regret which
they muft conftantly feel, at being for ever
forced from their connexions ? Thefe evils
are but too apparent.  Some of them have:
refolved, and, notwithftanding the threats

'# It is univerfally allowed, that at leaft one fifth of the
exported negroes perifh in the paflage. This eftimate is made
from the time in which they are put on board, to the time
when they are difpofed of in the colonies. The French are
fuppofed to lofe the greateft number in the voyage, but par.
ticularly from this circumftance, becaufe their flave fhips are
in general fo very large, that many of the flaves that have been
put on board fickly, die before the cargo can be completed.

of
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of the receivers, have carried their refolves
‘into execution, to ftarve themfelves to death.
_ Others, when they have been brought
upon deck for air, if the leaft opportunity
has offered, have leaped into the fea, and
terminated their miferies at once. Others,
in a fit of defpair, have attempted to rife,
and regain their liberty. But here what a
fcene of barbarity has conftantly enfued.
Some of them have been inftantly killed
upon the fpot; fome have been taken from
the hold, have been bruifed and mutilated
in the moft barbarous and fhocking man-
ner, and have been returned bleeding to
their companions, as a fad example of re-
fiftance ; while others, tied to the ropes of
the thip, and mangled alternately with the
whip and knife, have been left in that hor-
rid fituation, till tﬁey have expired.

But this is not the only inhuman treat-
-ment which they are frequently obliged to
undergo ; for if there fhould be any necef-
fity, from tempeftuous weather, for light-
ening the thip; or if it thould be prefumed
on the voyage, that the provifions will fall
fhort before the .port can be made, they

~are
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are, many of them, thrown into the fea,
without any compuné&ion of mind on the
part of the receivers, and without any other
regret for their lofs, than that which ava-
rice infpires. Wretched furvivors! what
muft be their feelings at fuch a fight! how
muft they tremble to think of that fervitude"
which is approaching, when the very dogs
of the receivers have been retained on board,
and preferred to their unoffending country-
men. But indeed fo lightly are thefe un-
happy people efteemed, that their lives have
been even taken away upon fpeculation :
there has been an inftance,®* within the laft
five years, of one bundred and thirty two of

* This inftance happened in “a fhip, commanded by one
Collingwood. On the 29th of November, 1781, ffty.four
of them were thrown into the' fea alive; on the joth forty-
two more ; and in about three days afterwards, twenty-fix.
Ten others, who were brought upon the deck for the fame
purpofe, did not wait to be hand-cuffed, buat bravely leaped
into the fea, and thared the fate of their companions.' Itis
a fa&, that the people on board this fhip had not been put
upon fhort allowance. The excufe which this execrable
wretch made on board for his conau&. was the following,
¢ that if the flaves, who awere then fickly, had died a natural
¢ death, the lofs would have been the caners ; but as they were
< thrown alive inio the Jea, it would fall upon the underwriters.””

12 them
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~ them being thrown into the fea, becaufe it
was {uppofed that, by this #ric4, their value
could be recovered from the infurers:
But if the fhip fhould arrive fafe at its
deftined port, a circumftance which does -
not always happen, (for fome have  been
" blown up, and many loft) the wretched
Africans do not find an alleviation of their
forrow. Here they are again expofed to
fale.  Here they are again fubjected to the
infpe@ion of other brutal recetvers, who
examine and treat them with an inhuma-
nity, at which even avarice fhouldy blufh.
To this mortifying circumftance is added
another, that they are picked out, as the
purchafer pleafes, without any confideration
whether the wife is feparated from her
hufband, or the mother from her fon : and -
if thefe cruel inftances of feparation thoyld
happen ; if relations, when they find them-
felves about to be parted, fhould cling to-
gether; or if filial, conjugal, or parental
affeCion; thould detain them but a moment
longer in each other’s arms, than thefe fecond
receivers thould think fufficient, the lafh in-
ftantly fevers them from their embraces.
' We



v
oF THE HumAaN SPECIES, 133

We cannot clofe our account of the treat-
ment, which the wretched Africans under-~
go while in the hands of the frf# recervers,
“without mentioning an inftance of wanton
" barbarity, which happened ‘fome time ago ;-
particularly as it may be inferted with pro-
priety in the prefent place, and may give
the reader a better idea of the cruelties, to
which they are continually -expofed, than
any that he may have yet conceived.  To-
avoid making a miftake, we fhall take the
liberty that has been allowed us, and tran-
fcribe it from a little manufcript account,
/ with which we have been favoured by a
# perfon of the firicteft integrity, and
who was at that. time in the place where
the tranfaction happened. ¢ Not - long
« after,” fays he, (continuing his account)

* This gentleman is at plrel'ent.rcﬁdent in England. The
author of this Effay applied to him for fome information on
the treatment of flaves, {o far as his own knowledge was con-
cerned, He was {o obliging as to furnith him with the writ-
ten account alluded to, interfperfed only with fuch inﬁ\anccs,
as he himfelf could undertake to” anfwer for. The author,
as he has never met with thefe inftances before, and as they
are of fuch high authority, intends to tranfcribe two or three
of them, and infert them in the fourth chapter. They will be
found in inverted commas. ’

I3 ¢ the
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the perpetrator of a cruel murder, com-
mitted in open day light, in the moft
publick partof a town, which was the
feat of government, efcaped every. other
notice than .the curfes of a few of the
more humane witnefles of his barbarity.

- Anofficer of a Guinea thip, who-had the

care of a number of new flaves, and ‘was
returning from theﬁz/é-yard to the veflel
with fuch as remained unfold; obferved a
ftout fellow among them rather flow in °
his motions, Wthh hc therefore quicken-
ed with his rattan.  The flave foon after-
wards fell down, and was raifed by the
fame application. Moving forwards a

few yards, he fell down again ; and this

being taken as a proof of his fullen per-
verfe fpirit, the enraged officer furioufly -
repeated his blows till he expired at his
feet. The bruteéoolly ordered fome of
the furviving flaves to carry the dead body
to the water’s fide, where, without any
ceremony or delay, being thrown into
the fea, the tragedy was fuppofed to have
been immediately finithed by the not more
inhuman fharks, with which the harbour

< then
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¢ then abounded. “Thefe voracious fith were
¢ fuppofed to have followed the veflels from
¢ the coaft of Africa, in which ten thoufand
¢ {laves were imported in that one feafon,-
“ being allured by the ftench, and daily fed -
¢ by the dead carcaﬁ'c»s thrown overboard
¢ on'the voyage.” S

If the reader fhould obferve here, , that
cattle are better prote¢ted in this country,
than flaves in the colonies, his obfervation
will be juft. The beaft which is driven to
market, is defended by law from the goad
of the driver ; whereas the wretched Afri-
can, though an human being, and whofe
feelings receive of courfe a double - poignan-
cy from the power of refleGtion, is unnoticed
in this refpec in the colonial code, and may .
be goaded and beaten till he expires.

We may now take our leave. of the fir/t
recetvers. 'Their crime has been already
eftimated ; and to reafon farther,upon it,
would be unneceffary. For where the con-
du& of men is {o manifeftly impious, there
can be no need, either of a fingle argument or
a refle@tion; as every reader of fenfibility
will anticipate them in his own feclings.

14  CHAP.



136 ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE

C H A P. IIL
When the wretched Africans are thus put
into the hands of the fecond receivers, they
are conveyed to the plantations, - where they
are totally confidered as castle, or beafts of
labour ¥ their very children, if any thould be
born to.them in that fituation, being previ--
oufly deftined to the condition of their pa--
rents. But here a queftion arifes, which -
will interrupt the thread of the narration’
for a little time, viz, how far their defcen-
dants, who compofe the fifth order of flaves,
a_‘fc'juﬁly reduced to fervitude, and upon what
principles the receivers defend their conduct.
Authors have been at great pains to in-
quire, why, in the ancient fervitude; the
child has uniformly followed the ‘condi-
tion of the mother. But we conceive that
they would have faved themfelves much
trouble, and have done themfelves more
credit, if inftead of. endeavouring to recon-
cile the cuftom with beathen notions, or their
own laboured conjetures,.they had fhewn
its inconfiftency with reafon and nature,
‘and its repugnancy to common juftice.
Suﬁic_c it to fay, that the whole theory of
the ancicnts, with refpe to the defcen-
dantsg
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dants of flaves, may be reduced to this -

prmcxple, ¢¢ that as the parents, by becom-

ing préperty, were wholly confidered as
“ czztz‘/e, their children, tike #4e progeuyof
‘¢ cartle, inherited their parental lot.”

Such alfo is the excufe of the tyrannical
recervers before-mentioned. Thcy' allege,
that they have purchafed the parents, that

they can fell and difpofe of them as they
' pleafe, that they pochfs them under the
fame ' laws and limitations as’ their Cattlc,
- and that their children, like the progeny
of thefe, become their property 4y birth.

Bug-the abfurdity of the argument will
immediately appear. It depends wholly on
~ the fuppofition, that the parents are brutes,

If they are 4rutes, we fhall inftantly ceafe to -

contend : if they are men, which we think
it not difficult to prove, the argument muft
immediately fall, as we have already thewn
that there cannot juftly be any property what-'
ever in the buman fpecies.

It has appeared alfo, in the' fecond part
“of this Effay, that as nature made_ every
man’s body and mind /s own, {o no jufp’
perfon can be reduced to flavery againft his
own confent. Do the unfortunate offspring

cver

-
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., ever confent to” be flaves P—They are flaves
from their birth.—Are they guilty of crimes,
that thcy lofe their freedom ?—-They are flaves
when they cannot fpeak.—Are their parénts
abandoned ? The crimes of the parents can-
not juftly extend to the children.

Thus then muft the tyrannical recez'uer.r,
who prefume to {emence the childrén of
flaves to fervitude, i théy mean to difpute
upon the juftice of their caufe; either allow
them to have been brutes from their birth,
or to have been guilty of crimes at.a time,
when they were incapable of offending’ the
very ng cy’ Kings.

CHAP. Iv.

But to return to the narration. When
the wretched Africans are conveyed to the
plantations, they are confidered as eafls of
labour; and are put to their refpe&xve work.
Having led, in their own country, a life of
indolence and eafe, where the earth brings
forth fpontancoufly the comforts of life, and
- {pares frequently ‘the toil and trouble of
: cultivation,” they can hardly be expe&éd to

endure
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endure the drudgeries of fervitude. "Calcu-
lations are accordingly made upon -their
lives. It is conjectured, that if three in four
furvive what is called the feafoning, the
bargain is highly favourable. This feafon-
ing is faid to expire, when the two firft
years of their fervitude are completed : It
is the time which an African muft ‘take to
be fo accuftomed to the colony, as to
be - able to- endure the common labour
of a plantation, and to be put into the
gang. At the end of this perlod the calcu-
dations become verified, * fwenty tbotﬁmd

* One third of the whole number imported; is often com-
puted to be loft in the feafoning, which, in round numbers,
will be 27000, The lofs in the feafoning depends, in a éreat
meafure, on two circumftances, viz. on the number of what are
called refufe flaves thatare imported, and on the quantity of new
land in the colony. In'the French windward iflands of Marti-
nico, and Guadaloupe, which are cleared and highl);.cultivatcd,
and in our old {mall iflands, one fourth, including. refufe
flaves, is confidered as a general proportion.. Bat in St, Do-
mingo, where there is a great ceal of new land annually taken
into culture, and in other colonies in the fame fituation, the

. general proportion, including refufe flaves, is found to be one
third. This therefore is a lower eftimate than the former,
and reduces the number to about 23000. We may obferve,.
that this is the common eftimate, but we have reduced it to
20000 to make it free from all objeltion.

of
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of thofe, who are annual]y imported, dy-
ing before the feafofling is over. ‘'This is
furely an horrid and awful confideration :
and thus does it appear, (and let it be re-
membered, that it is the loweft calculation

- that has been ever made vpon ‘the fubject)

that out of every annual f{upply that is
fhipped from the coat of Africa, 1 forty

" thoufand lives are regularly expended, even

before it can be faid, that there is really any
additional ftock for the colonies. :

* When the feafoning is over, and the fur-
vivors are thus enabled to endure the ufual
tafk of flaves, they are confidered as real and
fubftantial fupplies. * From this period
therefore we fhall defcribe their fituation.

‘ Theyﬂ

-

1 Including the number that perith on the voyage, and in
the feafoning. - It is generally thought that not -half
the number purchafed can be confidered as an additional fock,
and of courfe that 50,000 are confumed within the firft twe
years from their embarkation.

* That part of the account, that Kas been hitherto given,
extends to all the Europeans and their colonifts, who are con.
cerned in this horrid pratice. But we are forry that we muft
now make a diftintion, and confine the remaining part of it~

" to the colonifts of the Brit},fh Weft India iflands, and to thofe

of the fouthern previnces of North America.  As the employ-
' ment
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- They are fummoned at five in the morn-

" ing to begin their work. This work may
be divided into two kinds, the culture of
.the fields, and® the colle&ion of grafs for.
cattle. The laft is the moft laborious and
intolerable employment ; as the grafs can
only be. colle¢ted blade by blade, and is tq
be fetched frequently twice a day at a con-
fiderable diftance from the plantation. In
thefe twg occupations they are jointly taken
up, with no other intermiffion than that
of taking their fubfiftence twice, till nine

- at night. They then feparate for their re-
fpeave huts, when they gather fticks, pre-
pare their fupper, and attend 'their families. .
This employs them till midnight, when
they go to reft. Such is their daily way
of life for rather more than half the year.
They are fixteen hours, including two in-
" tervals at meals, in the fervice of their maf-

ment of flaves is different in the two parts of the world laft
mentioned, we fhall content ourfelves with deferibing it, as it
exifts in one of them, and we fhall afterwards annex fuch
treatmentand fuch confequences as are applicable to both.
We have only to add, that the reader muft not confider our
-account as univer/ally, but only generally, true. .

.

ters :
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“ters: they are employed z4rec afterwards in
their own neceffary concerns ; ffue only re-
main for fleep, and their day is finithed.
During the remaining portion of the
year, or the time of crop, the nature, as.
well as the time of their employment, is
confiderably changed. The whole gang is
generally divided into two or three bodies.
One of thefe, befides the ordinary labour
of the day, is kept in turn at the mills,
that are conftantly going, during the whole
of the night. This is a dreadful ‘éncroach-
ment upon their time of reft, which was
before too fhort to permit them!perfecly
to refrefh their wearied limbs, and actually
reduces their fleep, as long as this feafon
lafts, to .about three hours and an half a
night, upon a moderate ¥ computation.
Thofe who can keep their eyes open during
their nightly labour, and-are willing to refift
the drow,ﬁnef\s that is continually coming
upon them, are prefently worn out; while

® This computation is made on a fuppofition, that the gang '

is divided into three bodies; we call it therefore ‘moderate,
becaufe the gang is frequently divided into two bodies, which
muft thercfore fet up alternately every other night,

fome

J
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fome of thofe, who are overcome, and who
feed the mill between afleep and awake,
fuffer, for thus obeying the calls of nature,
by the 4 lofs of a limb. In this manner
they go on, with little or no refpite from
their work, till the crop feafon is over, when
the year (from the time of our firft defcrip-
tion) is completed.

* To fupport a life of fuch unparalleled
drudgery, we fhould at leaft expe& to find,
that they were comfortably clothed, and
plentifully fed. But fad reverfe! they have
fcarcely a covering to defend themfelves
againft the inclemency of the night. Their

provifions are frequently bad, and are always:

dealt out to them with fuch a fparing hand,
that the means of a bare livelihood are not
placed within the reach of four out of five
of thefe unhappy people. It is a fa&, that
many of the diforders of flaves are contraéted
from eating the vegetables, which their little

+ An hand or arm being frequently ground off.

*. The reader will {carcely believe it, but it is a fa&, that a
flave’s annual allowance from his mafler, for provifions, cloth-
ing, medicines when fick, &c, is limiged, upon an average,
to thirty fhillings.

fpots
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fpots produce, before they are fufficiently
ripe: a clear indication, that the calls of
hunger are frequently fo prefling, as not to
fuffer them to wait, till they can really en-
joy them.

This, fituation, of a want of the common .
" ‘neceflaries of life, added to that of hard ané :
continual labour, muft be fufficiently pain-
ful of itfelf. How then muft the pain be
fharpened, if it be accompanied with feve-
rity ! if an unfortunate flave does not come
into the field exactly at the "appointed time,
if, drooping with ficknefs or fatigue, he ap-
pears to work unwillingly, or if the bundle
of grafs that he has been colletting, appears

" too fmall in the eye of the overfeer, he 1s
equatly fure of experiencing the whip. =~ This
inftrument erafes the fkin, and cuts-out frnall
portions of the fleth at almoft every ftroke ;
and is fo frequently applied, that the fmack
of it is all day long in the ears of thofe,
who are in the vicinity of the plantations.
This feverity of mafters, or managers, to their
flaves, which is confidered only as common
difcipline, is attended with bad effecs. It
enables them to behold inftances of cruelty
' without
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without commiferation, and to' b¢ guilty of
them-without remorfe. Hence thofe many
acts of deliberate mutilation, that have taken
- place ofi the flighteft occafions : hence thofe
many acts of inferiour, though fhockmg,
barbarity, that have taken place’ without
any occafion atall : * the very {litting of ears
has been confidered as an operation, fo per-
-feCtly devoid of pain, as to have been per-
formed for no other reafon than that for
which a brand is fet upon cattle, as a mark
of property.
» But this is not the only effe&, VVthh this
feverity produces : for while it hardens their
hearts, and makes them infenfible of the

* ¢ A boy having received fix flaves as a prefent
¢ from his father, immediately flit their ears, and for the-
*¢ following reafon, that as his father was a whimfical man,
“ he might claim them again, unlefs they were marked.”*
We do not mention this inftance as a confirmation of the paf-
fage to which it is annexed, but only to fhew, how cautious
we ought to be in giving credit te what may be advanced in
any work written in defence of flavery, by any native of the .
colonies: for being trained up to fcenes of, cruelty from his
cradle, he may, confiftently with his own feelings, reprefent
that treatment as mild, at which we, who have never been
ufed to fec them, thould abfolutely thudder,

K C mifery
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mifery of their fellow-creatures, it begets a
turn for wanton cruelty. As a proof of
this, we fhall mention one, among the
ri)ar_xy inftances that oceur, where ingenuity
has’ been exerted in contriving modes of
torture. ‘¢ Aniron coffin, with holes in it,
*“ was kept by a certain colonift, as an
¢ auxiliary to the lath. In this the poor
““ vidim of the mafter’s refentment was
inclofed, and placed fufficiently near a
fire, to occafion extreme pain, and con-
fequently fhrieks and groans, until the
¢ revenge of the mafter was fatiated, with-
‘ out any other inconvenience on his part,
¢ than a temporary fufpenfion of the flave’s
“ labour. Had he been flogged to death,
““¢ or his limbs mutilated, the intereft of the
“ bratal tyrant would have fuffered a more
‘¢ irreparable lofs.

*“ In mentioning. this inftance, we do
““ not mean to infinuate, that it is com-
“ mon. We know that it was reprobated
¢ by many. All that we would infer from
it is, that where men are habituated to
a fyftem of feverity, they become warn-
tonly cruel, and that the mere toleration
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‘ of fuch an inftrument of torture, in any
_ ‘‘_country, is a clear indication, that this
- awretched clafs of men do not there enjoy
‘¢ the protection of any laws, that may be
‘¢ pretended to have been enaffed in their
“ favour.” '
_ Such then is the general fituation of the
unfortunate Africans. They are beaten and
tortured at difcretionv  They are badly cloth- .

“ed—Theyare miferably fed. Their drudgery

1s intenfe and inceflant, and their reft fhort. '
For (Carcely are their heads reclined, fcarcely
have theirbodies a refpite from the labour
of the day, or the cruel hand of the over-
feer, but they are fummoped to renew their
forrows. In this manner they goon from
year to year, in a ftate of the loweft degra- .
dation, without a fingle law “to protect
them, without the poffibility of redrefs,
without a hope that their fituation will be

- changed, unlefs death ,fhould terminate the
fcene. .

Having defcribed the general fituation of
thefe unfortunate people, we thall now take
notice of the common confequences that are.
found to attend it, and relate them fepa-

' K 2 rately,
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rately, as they refult either from lom7 and
painful Jabour, a want of the common necef—
faries of life, or continual feverity. .
Opprefled by a daily tatk of fuch immo-
derate labour-as human nature is utterly
unable to perform, many of them run away
from their mafters. They fly to the recefles
of the mountains, where they choofe rather
to live-upon any thing that the foil affords.
them, nay, the very foil itfelf, than return
to that bappy fituation, which is reprefented
by the recesvers, as the condition of a flave.
-It fometimes happens, that the mamger
of a mountain plantation, falls in with
one of thefe; he immediately feizes him,
and .threatens_to carry him to his former,
mifter, unlefs he will confent to live
on the mountain and cultivate his ground.
When his plantation is put in order, he
carries the delinquent home, abandons him
to all the fuggeftions of defpotick rage, and
accepts a reward for his. bonefly. The un-
happy wretch is chained, . fcourged, tortur-
ed; and all this, becaufe he obeyed the dic-
tates of nature, and wanted to be free. And
who is there, that would not have done the
fame
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fame thing, in the fame fituation ? Who is
there, that has once known the charms-of
liberty; that would not fly from defpoti{m ?
And yet, by the impious laws of the Fecei-
vers, the * abfence of fix months from the
lath of tyranny is ——death. '

But this law is even mild, when com-
pared with another againft the fame offence,
which was in force fometime ago, and
which we fear is even now in force, in' fome
of thofe colonies which  this account of
the trcatmgnt comprehends. ¢ Advertife-
“ ments have frequently appeared there,
¢ offering a reward for the apprehending
¢ of fugitive flaves either alive or dead.
¢ The following inftance was given us by
¢ a perfon of unquef’tionable; veracity, un-".
¢ der whofe own obfervatiofi it fell. As

-

~

* In this cafe he isconfidered as-a criminal againft the Rate.
The marfbal, an officer anfwering to obr fheriff, fuperintends his
execution, and the mafter receives the value of the flave from
the publick treafury. We may obferve here, that in all cafes i
where the delinquent is a criminal of the ftate, he.is executed,
and his valae is received in the fame manner. He is tried and .
condemned by two or three juftices of the peacé, and without
any intervention of a jury. i

K3 C whe
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“ he was travelling in one of the colonies
¢ alluded to, he obfcryéd fome people in
¢ purfuit of aApoor wretch, who was feek-
““ ing in the wildernefs an afylum from his_
¢ labours. He heard the c{i%harge of a
““ gun, and foon afterwards ftopping at an
““ houfe for refrefhment, the head of the
. ¢ fugitive, ftill rqeeking with bloed, was
‘“ brought in and laid upon a table with
‘“ exultation. The produ&ion of fuch a
‘¢ trophy was the proof required by low to
¢¢ wentitle the heroes to their reward.” Now
reader determine if* you can, who were the
" moft execrable; the rulers of the ftate in
authorizing murder, or the people in being -
bribed to commit it.. -

This is one of the common confequences
of that immoderate fhare of labour, which
is impofed upon them; nor is that, which
is the refult of a fcanty allowance of food,
lefs to be lamented. The wretched African
is often fo deeply pierced by the excrucia-
ting fangs of hunger, as almoft to be driven
to defpair.  What is he to do in fuch a
trying fituation ? Let him apply to the -

- ververs,  Alas! the majefty of receiver/bip

is
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is too facred for the appeal, and the ‘intru-
fion would be fatal. 'Thus attacked on the
one hand, and fhut out from évery poflibi-
lity of relief on the other, he has only the
choice of being ftarved, or of relieving his
neceflities by mkmfr a {mall pertion of the
fruits of his own labour Horrid crime.!
. to be found eating the cane, which proba-
bly his'own hands have planted, and to be
cating it, becaufe his neceflities were pref-
fing! This crime however is of fuch a mag-
nitude, as always to be accompanied with
the whip ;-and fo unmercifully has it been
apphed on fuch an occaﬁon, as to have been
the caufe,” in wet ‘weather, of ‘the delin-
quent’s death. But the fmart of the whip
has not been- the only pain that the wretch- 3
ed Africans have experienced. Any thing
that paffion could fcize, and convert into:
an inftrument of punifhment, has been ufed ;
angd, horrid to relate! the very knife has
not been overlooked in the fit of phrénzy.
Ears have becn flit, eyes have been beaten:
out, and bones have been bfokeh; and fo
frequently has this been.the cafe, that it has
been a matter of conftant lamentation with
- K4 difinterefted
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difinterefted people, who out of curiofity
_ have attended the * markets to which thefe
unhappy people weekly refort, that they
have not been able fo turn their eyes on any
group of them whatever, but they have be--. |
held thefe inhuman marks of paffion, def-
potifm, and caprice. ‘ )
But thefe inftances of barbanty have not
- been able to deter them from fimilar pro- -
ceedings. And indeed, how can it be ex-
pected that they fhould? They have ftill
the fame appetite to be fatisfied as before,
and to drive ‘them to defperation.. rhey
creep.out clandeftinely by night, and go in
fearch of food into their mafler’s,. o fome
neighbouring plantatlon. But here they,
are almoft equally fure of fuffering.  The
watchman, who will ‘be punifhed himfelf,
if he neglets his duty, frequently feizes
them in the fa&. No excufe or intreaty
will avail ; he muft punith them for an ex-
ample, and he muft punith themynot with

" * Particularly in Jamaica. Thefe obfervations weré made

by difinterefted pcople, who were there for three or four
years during the late war.

a ftick,
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a ftick, nor with a whip, but with a cutlafs,
Thus it happens, that thefe unhappy flaves,
if they are taken, are either fent away man-
gled in a barbarous manner, or are killed
upon the fpot. @ ‘
We may now mention the confequences
of the feverity. The wretched Africans,
daily fubjected to the lath, and unmercifully
whipt and beaten on every trifling occafion,
have been found to refift their oppofers.
Unpardonable crime !. that they fhould have
the fcdmgs of nature! that their breafts
fhould glow with: refentmént on aninjury !
that they fhould be fo far overcome,” as to
reiift thofé, whom they are under no obliga-
tions {g obey, and whofe only title to their
‘zg‘conﬁﬁs in"a violution of the rights of
men ! What has been the confequence ?—
But here let us fpare the feelings of the
reader, (we W§ﬂ1 we could fpare our own)

fervice

and let us only fay, without a recital of the
cruelty, that they bave been murdered at the
difereggon of their maflers. For let the rea-
der obferve, that the- life of an African is:
only valued'at a price, that would fcarcely
purchafe an horfe; that the mafter has a

' ‘power
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power of murdering his flave, if he pays but
~ a trifling fine; and that the murder muit be
attended with uncommon circumftances of
horrour, if it even produces an inquiry.
Immortal Alfred! father of our invalua-
ble conftitution ! parent of the civil blef-
fings we enjoy ! how ought thy laws to ex-
cite our love and vereration, who haft for-~
bidden us, thy pofterity, to tremble at the
frown of tyrants ! how ought they to per-
petuate thy name, as venerable, to the re-
moteft ages, who has (ecured, even to the
meaneft fervant, a fair and Jmpartlal trial !
How much does nature approve thy laws,

as confiftent with her own feelings, while, .

the abfolutely turns pale, trembles, and re=>
_coils, at the inftitutions of thefe recesvers !
Execrable men! you do not murder the
horfe, on which you only ride; you do not
mutilate the cow, which only affords you
her milk ; you do not torture the dog, which
is but a partial fervant of your pleafures :
but thefe unfortunate men, from whom
you derive your very pleafures and your
fortunes, you torture, mutilate, ‘murder at
difcretion ! Sleep then you recervers, 1f you

can,

W

N
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can, while you fearcely allow thefe unfor-
tunate people to reft at all ! feaft if you can,
and indulge your genius, while you daily
apply’ to thefe unfortunate people the ftings
of feverity and hunger! exult in riches, at
at which even avarice ought to thudder, and
which humanity muft deteft! ' -

C H AP V,

Some people may fuppofe, from the me-

- lancholy account that has been given- in the

preceding chapter, that we have been abfo-

lutely dealing in romance: that the fcene

_exhibited is rather a dreary picure of the

imagination) than a reprefentation of faét.
Would to heaven, for th&lﬁonour of hiitman .
nature, ' that this. were really the cafe! We

* with we could fay, that we have ng teftimony

to produce for any of our affertions, dnd that

our defcription of the general treatment of
flaves has been greatly exaggerated.

But the recervers, notwithftanding the
ample and difinterefted evidence, that can be
brought on the occafion, do not admit the
defcription to be true. They fay firft,

' : ) ¢ that
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- ¢¢ that if the flavery were fuch as has been
€ now‘reprefenrted, no human being could -
¢ poflfibly fupport it long.” Melancholy
truth! the wretched Africans generally
perith in their prime Let them refle® upon
the prodigious fupplies that are annually
required, and their argument will be noth-
ing lefs than a confeffion, that the flavery
has been juftly depi@ed.

They appeal next to every man’s own
reafon, and defire him to think ferioufly,
whether ¢ felf-intereft will not always re-
“ ftrain the mafter from atts of cruelty to
¢ the flave, and .whether fuch accounts
¢ therefore, as the foregoing, do not con-
< tain within themfelves, their.own refu-
¢ tation.” We anfwer, “ No.” For if
this reftraining principle be as powerful as
it is imagined, why does not the general’
conduct of men afford us a better pictare ?
-What is imprudence, or what is vice, but
a departure from every man’s own intereft,
and yet thefe are the characerifticks of more
than half the world f——— ’

»—But, to come more clofely to the pre-
fent cafe, felf-intereff will be found buta

B weak

-

-
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* .weak barrier againft the fallies of pafion :
particularly where it has been daily indul-
_ ged inits greatelt latitude, and there are no
laws to reftrain its calamitous effe@s. If
the obfervation be true, that paffion is a
thort madnefs, then it is evident that felf-
intereft, and every other confideration, muft
be loft, fo long as it continues. We can-
not have a ftronger inftance of this, than in
a circumftance related in the fecond part of
this Effay, ¢ that though the Africans have
gone to war for the exprefs purpofe of
procuring flaves, yet fo great has been their
refentment at the refiftance they have fre-
quently. found, that their paffion has entire-
ly got the better of their intereff, and they
- have murdered all without any difcrimina-
tion, either of®age or fex.” Such may be
prefumed to be the cafe with the no lefs
favage receivers. Imprefled with the moft
haughty and tyrannical notions, eafily pro-
voked, accuftomed to indulge their anger,
and, above all, habituated to fcenes of cru-
elty, and unawed by the fear of laws, they
will hardly be found to be exempt from the
comman failings -of human nature, and to
- {pare
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fpare an unlucky flave, at a time when men
of cooler temper, and better regulated paf-
fions, are fo freqt‘xent]y blind to their own |
intereft.

But if paffion may be fuppofed to be gene-
rally more than a ballance for inzereft, how .
mutft the fcale be turned in favour of the
melancholy picture exhibited, when we re-
flect that fe/f-prefervation additionally fteps

~ in, and demands the moft rigorous feverity.
For when we confider that where there is
one mafter, there are ffiy flaves; that the
latter have been all forcibly torn from their..
country, and are retained in their prefent
fituation by violence ; that they are perpe-

" tually at war- in their hearts with their op-
preflors, and are continually cherifhing the
feeds of revenge; it is evident that even
avarice herfelf, however cool and deljberate,
however free from paffion and caprice, muft
facrifice her own fordid fcelmgs, and adopt
a fyflem of tyranny and oppreflion, which
it muft be ruinous to purfue.

Thus then, if no piGure had been drawn
of the fituation of flaves, and it had .been
left folcly to every man’s fober judgment to

—

determine,
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determine, what it might probably be, he
would conclude, that if the fituation were
juftly defcribed, the page muft be frequent-
ly ftained with acts of uncommon cruelty.
It remains only to make a reply to an
objection, that is ufually advanced againft
particular inftances of cruelty to flayes, as
recorded by various writers. It is faid that
¢ fome of thefe are fo inconceivably, and
* beyond all example inhuman, that their
‘¢ very excefs above the common meafure of
- ¢ cruelty thews them at once exaggerated
‘“ and incredible.” But their credibility - .
fhall be eftimated by a fuppofition. Let
us fuppofe that the following inftance had
been recorded by a writer of the higheft
reputation, -¢¢ that the mafter of a thip,
¢ bound to the weftern colonies with flaves,
‘“ on a’prefumption. that many of them
““ would die, feleGted an Aundred and thirty
¢ two of the moft fickly, and ordered them
“ to be thrown into the fea, to recover
‘¢ their value from the infurers, and, above
all; that the fatal order was put into exee
“ cution.” What would the reader have
thought on the occafion ? Would he have
‘ believed

‘<
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believed the fa&? It would have furely
ftaggered his faith ; becaufe he could never
have heard that any oze man ever was, and
could never have fuppofed that any one
man ever could be, guilty of the murder of
Sfuch a number of his fellow creatures. But
when he is informed that fuch a fa@t as
this came before * a court of juftice in this
very country ; that it happened within the
laft five years ; that hundreds can come for-
wards and fay, that they heard the ‘melan-
choly evidence with tears ;' what bounds is
he to place to his belief? The great God,
who looks down upon all his creatures with
the f{ame. impartial eye, feems to have in=
fatuated the parties concerned, that they
might bring the horrid circumftance to
light, that it might be recorded in the-
.annals of a publick court, as an authentick
fpecimen of the treatment which the un-
fortunate Africans undergo, and at the fame
time, as an argument to fthew, that there

* The aéhon was brought by the owners againft the undcr-
writers, to recover the value of the murdered ﬂaves It was
tried at Guildhall,
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is no {pecies of cruelty, that is recorded to
have been exercifed upon thefe wretched
- people, fo enormous  that it may not réadily
be believed.

C H A P. VL

If the treatment then, as before defcribed,
is confirmed by reafon, and the great credit
that is due. to difinterefted writers on the
fubje¢t; if the unfortunate Africans are ufed,
as if their flefh were ftone, and their vitals
brafs ; by what arguments do you recervers
defend your éondué‘t_?

You fay that a great part of your favage
treatment confifts in punithment for real
offences, and frequently for fuch offences,

“as all civilized nations have concurred in
punifhing. The firft charge that you exhi-
bit aga'inﬁ: them is fpecifick, it is that of
theft. But how much rather ought you re-
cervers to bluth, who reduce them to fuch
a fituation I who reduce them to the dread-
ful alternative, that they muft either Steal
or perifh! How much rather ought you
recervers to be confidered as robbers your-

' L © felves,
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felves; who caufe thefe unfortunate ‘Peoplc ’
to be folen! And how much greater is your
crime, who are robbers of bunian liberty | !

The next charge which you exhibit againft
them, is general, it is that .of rebellion; a
crime of fuch a latitude, that ydu can impofe
it upon-almoft every a&ion, and of fuch a
nature, that you always annex to it the moft
excruciating pain.” But what a contradic-
tion .is this to common fenfe! Have the
wretched Africans formally refigned their -
freedom ? Have you any other claim upon
their obedience, than’that of force ? If then
they are your fubjects, you violate the laws
of government,. by making them unhappy. .
But if they are-pot your fubjects, then, even
though they fhould refift your procccdmgs,
they arg not rebellious.

‘But what do you fay to that long cataloguc
of offences, which you pum{h and of which
no people but yourfelves take cognizance at
all? You fay that the wifdom of legiflation
has inferted it in the colonial laws, and that
you punith by authority. But do you al-
lude to that execrable code, that autderifes
murder ? that tempts an- unoffended perfon

o to
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"to kill the flave, that abhors and flies your
fervice ? that delegates a power;, which no
hoft of 'men, which not all the world, can
pofle(s ? ' A
Or,—What do you fay to that daily un-
merited feverity, which you confider only as
common difcipline ? Here you fay that the |
Africans are vicious, that they are all of. -
them ill-difpofed, that you muft of neceflity.
“be fevere. But can they be well-difpofed
to their opprchmsP In their own country
they were juil, generqus, hofpitable: quali-
ties, which all the African hiftorians allow
them eminently to poffefs. .If then they-are
vicious, they muft have contracted many of
their vices from yourfelves, and as to .their
own native vices, if any have beendmported
with them, are they not amiable, when.’
compared with yours ? '
Thus then do the excufes, whlch have
been hitherto made by the recesvers, force
a relation of fuch circumftances, as makes
their conduét totally inexcufable, 'and, in-
ftead of diminithing at all hlohly aggra- .

vates their guilt.
o)

L 2 - CHAP.
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C H A P. VI

We come now to that other fyftem of
reafoning, -which is always applied, when
the foriner is confuted ; ¢ that the Africans
‘“ are an- inferiour link of the chain of
‘“ nature, and are made for flavery.”

This affertion is proved by two argu-
ments ; the firft of which was advanced
allo by the ancients, and is drawn from the
inferiority of their capacities.

Let us allow then for a moment, that
they appear to have no parts, that they ap-
pear to be void of undcr{’mndmg And is
this wonderful, when. you receivers deprefs
their fenfes by hunger? Is this wonderful,
when by inceffant leour the continual ap-
plication of the hfh and the moft ithuman
treatment that 1maé1nat10n can devxfe, you
overwhelm their genius, and hinder it from
breaking forth ?~No,—You confound their
“abilities by the feverity of their fervitude :
for as a fpark of fire, if crufhed by too great
a_weight of incumbent fuel, cannot be
blown into a flame, but fuddenly expires,
fo the human mind, 1f deprefled by rigo-

- rous
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rous fervitude, cannot be excited to a dif-
play of thofe faculties, which might other-
wife have thone with the brighteft luftre.
 Neither is it wonderful in another point
of view. For what is it that awakens the
abilities of men, and diftinguithes them from
the common herd ? Is it not often the amiable
-hope of becoming ferviceable to individuals,
or the flate ? Is it not often the hope of
riches, or of power? Is it not frequent-
ly tl‘lc hope of temporary honours, or a laft-
ing fame ? -Thefe principles have all a
wonderful effet upon the mind.  They call
upon it to exert its faculties, and bring thofe
talents to the publick view, which had
otherwife been concealed, But the unfor-
tunate Africans have no fuch incitements -
as thefe, that they fhould fhew their genius..
. They have no hope of riches, power,
‘honours, fame. They have no hope but
this, that their miferics will be foon termj-
nated by death, ' y
And here we cannot but cenfure and ex=
pofc the murmurings of the unti)inking and
the gay ; who, going on in a continual reund
of pleafure and 'pr‘of'perit);,_gepine at the will
Of Providence, as exhibited in the thortnefs
L3 of .
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of human duration. Bat let a weak and
infirm’ old age overtake them: let them ex-
perience calamities : let them feel but half
the miferies which the wretched Africans
undergo, and they will praife the goodnefs
of Providence, who hath made them mortal ;
who hath prefcribed certain ordinary bounds .
to the life of man ; and who, by fuch a li-_
. mitation, hath given all men this comfort<
able hope, that however perfecuted in life,
a time will céme,' in the common courfe of .
nature, when their fufferings will have an
end. \ ‘
Such then is the nature of this fervitude;
that we can hardly expeét to find in thofe,
who undergo it, even ‘the glimpfe of
genius. For if their minds are in a con-
tinual ftate of depreffion, and if they have
no expelations in life to awaken their abi-
lities, and make them eminent, we cannot
be furprized if a fullen' gloomy ftupidity
' fhould be' the leading mark in- their cha-
ralter ; or if they fhould appear inferiour to
thofe, who do not only enjoy the invalua-
ble blefiings of freedom, but have every
profpet before their eyes, that can’ allure

\ ~ them
\
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them to exert their faculties. Now,. if
to thefe confiderations we add, that the
wretched Africans. are torn from their coun-
try in a ftate of nature, and that- in gene-
ral, as long as their flavery contmucs, every
obftacle is placed in the way of their im-
provement, we. thall have a fufficient an-
fwer to any argurhent that may be drawn
from the inferiority of their capacities.

It appears then, from the circumftances
that have been .mentioned, that g0 form a
true judgment of the abilities of thefe un- .
fortunate people, we muft either take a
general view of them -before their flavery
commences, or confine our attention to fuch,
as, after it has commenced, have had any
opportunity given' them of fhewing their
genius either in arts or letters. If, upon
fuch a fair and impartial view, there ftheuld
be any reafon to f{uppdle, that they are
at all inferiour to others in the fame fitua- .
tion, the argument will then gam {fome of
that weight and i xmportance, whxch it wants
at prefent.

In their own country, where we are to fee
them ﬁrﬂ: we muft expect that the profpect

- L 4 will
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™ w:ll be unfavourablc. ‘They are moftly in-a
favagc ftate. Their powers of mind are limit-
ed to few. ob)e&s.‘ Their ideas are confe-
quently few. It appears, however, that they -
follow the fame mode of life, and exercife
the fame arts, as the anceftors of thofe very
Europeans, who boaft of their great fupen-
ority, are defcribed to have done'in the fame.
uncultivated flate. This appears from the:
Nubian’s Geoglaphy, the writings of Leo,
the Moor, and all the fubfcquent hiftories,,
which thofe, who have vifited the African
contfnent have written from thesr own in-
{pection. Hence three canclufions; that
their abilities are fufhcxem\fm their fitua-

© tion ;—that they are as gre}it as ‘thofe of
other people have been, in the ramc ﬁage -
of focxety,—and that they are as Great as
thofe of any civilized people whatever ‘when
the degree of the barbarifm of the one s
drawn into a comparifon with that of the
civilization of the other.

Let us now follow them to the - colonies.
They are carried over in the unfavourable
fituation defcribed. It is obferved hcrc
that thou'vh their abilities cannot be eftimated

high,
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high from a'want of cultivation, hthey are
yet various, and that they vary in proportion
as_ the nation, from which they have.been -
brought, has advanced ‘more or lefs in the .
" fcale of focial life. This obfervation, which +
is fo 'frcq{;cnt]y ma:ie, is of great impo_rténce:
for if their abilities expand in proportion to .
the improvement of their ftate, it is a clear
. indication, that if they were equally improv-
ed, they would be equally ‘ingeﬁious. ] )
But here, before. we.confider any-oppor-
Jtunities that may be afforded them, let it be
remembered that ‘even their moft polithed |
fituation may be called barbarous, and that
this circumftance, thould they appear lefs
docile than‘others, may be confidered as a
{uficient anfwer to any objeétion that ‘may
be made td their capacities. Notwithftand-
ing this, when théy are put to the mez
chanical arts, they do not difcover a want of
ingenuity. They attain them in as thore a
time as the Eu_ropeans, and arriveat a degreeK
of excellence equal to that of their teachers,
Thisis a fa&, almoft univerfully known, and .
. affords "us this proof, that ‘having lcarned
with fac_ility fuch of thp mechanical arts,
as

v
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as they have been taughi they are capable
of attaining any other, at lea& _of the fame
clafs, if they fhould reccxvc but the fame.
inftruction.

With refpe& to. the llbera] arts, thexr pro-
ficiency is certainly lefs;  but not lefs in.
proportion. to their time and opportunity of
ftudy; not lefs, becaufe they are lefs capa-
ble of “attaining them, but becaufe they
have feldom or ever an opportunity of learn-
ing them at all. Tt is yet extraordmary that
their talents appear, éven in fome of thefe .
fciences, in which they are totally unin-
ftructed. Their abilities in mufick are fuch,
as to have~ been generally noticed. ' They
play frequently upon a variety of inftruments,
without any other affiftance than  their
own ingenuity. They have alfo tunes
- of their own compofition. Some of; thefe’
have been imported among us;- 4fe .now in
ufe; and are admired for their fprightlinefs.
and eafe, though the ungenerous and. preju-
dlCCd importer has concealed their original.

Neither are their talents in poetry lefs
con{picuous. - Every occurrence, if their :

" Apirits
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fpirits are not too greatly deprefled, is turned
into a fong, Thefe fongs are faid to be in-
coherent and nonfenfical. But this proceeds
principally from two caufes, an improper
conjunétion of words, arifing from an
ignorance of - the language in which they
compofe ;. and a wildnefs of thought,
arifing from the different manner, in which
 the organs of rude and civilized people will -
" be ftruck by the fame object. And as to
their want of harmony and rhyme, which is
the laft objection, the difference of pronun-
ciation is the eaufe. Upon the whole, as
they are perfe@ly confiftent with their
own ideas, and are ftri¢tly mufical as pro-
nounced by themfelves, they afford us as
high a proof of their poetical powers, as
the works of the moft "acknowledged
poets. ‘ o
. But where thefe impediments have been -
removed, where they have received an edu-
cation, -and have known and pronounced the -
]anguage with propricty, thefe defeéts have
vanifhed, and their productions have been
" lefs objectionable. For a proof of this,
- - we

.
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'L»Weappeal to.the Writings of an  * African
_ girl, who made no contemptible appear-
.ance in this fpecies of compofition. She
was kidnapped when -only eight years old,
and, in the year 1761, was tranfported
“ to Amerlca, where the was fold with other
flaves. She had no fchool education there,
but receiving fome “little inftruction” from
the faniily, with whom fhe was fo fortu-
nate as to live, the obtained fuch a know-
ledge of the Englifh language within fix-
teen months from the time of her arrival,
as to be able to {peak it and read it to the
aftonifhment of thofe who heard her. She
foon afterwards learned to write, and, hav-
ing a great inclination to learn -the Latin
tongue, the was indulged by her mafter, and
made a progrefs.  Her Poetical works were
publithed with his permifiion, in the year
1773. They contain thirty-eight picces on
different fubjects. We fhall beg leave to
make a thort extra& from two or three of
them, for the obfervation of the reader.

* Phillis Wheatley, negro flave to Mr. John Wheatley, of
Boiten, in New-England

®

From
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* From an Hymn to the Evening.

« FilI'd with the praife of him who gives the ]ight;'
¢« And draws the fable curtains of the night,
¢ Let placid flumbers footh each weary mind,

~

« At morn to wake more heav’nly and refin’d;

¢ So fhall the labours of the-day begin, ]
« More pure and guarded from the {nares of fin.
&c, &c.

~

—

From an Hymn to the Morning.

-~

¢ Aurora hail ! and all the thoufand dics,

That deck thy progrefs through the vaulted fkies!
« The morn awakes, and wide extends her rays,

¢ On cv’ry leaf the gentle zepﬁyr plays.

"

-

* Left it fhould be doubted whether thefe Poems are genu-
ine, we fhall tranferibe the names of thofe, who, figaed a cer-
tificate of their authenticity.

His Excellency Thomas Hutchinfon, Governor.
The Honourable Andrew Oliver, Licutenant,Governer.

The Hon. 'Fhomas Hubbard| The Rev. Cha. Chauncy,D.D,
The Hon. John Erving The Rev. Mather Byles, D. D.
The Hon. James Pitts ‘The Rev. Ed. Pemberton. D.D.
The Hon. Harrifon Gray The Rev. Andrew Elliot,D.D.
The Hon. James Bowdoin | The Rev. Sam. Cooper, D. D.

John Hancock, Efq. The Rev. Samuel Mather
Jofeph Green, Efq. - The Rev. John Moorhead
Richard Carey, £iq. Mr. John Wheatley, her Matter.

¢ Harmonious
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“« Harmomous lays the feather’d race refume,
« Dart the bright eye, and fhake the pamted plume.

— —— &, &c.

- i i

From Thoughts on Imagination.

¢ Now here, now there, the rovihg Sfancy flies,

¢« Till fome lov’d objeét ftrikes her wand’ring eyes,
<« Whofe filken fetters all the fenfes bind,

« And foft captivity involves the mind.

<« Imagination ! who can fing thy force,

« Or who defcribe the fwiftnefs of thy courfe ?
« Soaring through air to find the bright abode,
« Th’ empyreal palace of the thund’ring God,
« We on thy pinions.can furpafs the wind,

« And leave the rolling univerfe behind :

« From flar to ftar the mental opticks rove,

« Meafure the fkies, and range the realms above,
« There in one view we grafp the mighty whole,
<« Or with new worlds amazé th’ unbotinded foul. .
&c, &c.

—— —

]

Such is the poetry which we produce as

a proof of our affertions. How far it has
fucceeded, the reader may by this time have
determined in his ewn mind, ‘We fhall
therefore
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therefore only beg leave to accompany it
with this obfervation, that if the authorefs
was defigned for flavery, (as the argument
‘muft confefs) the greater part of the inhabi-
tants of Britain muft loﬁf/thcir claim to
freedom.

To this poetry we -thall only add, as a
farther proof of their abilities, the Profe
compoﬁtxons of Ignatius Sancho, who re-
ceived fome little education. His letters
are too well known, to make any extra@®, or
indeed any farther mention of him, necei-
fary. If other examples of African genius,
thould be required, " fuffice it to fay, that
‘they can be produced in abundance; and
that if we were allowed to- cnumerate in-
fances of African gratitude, patience, fide-
lity, honour, as fo many inftances of good
fenfe, and a found underftanding, we fear *
that thoufands of the enlightened Euro- -
peans would have occafion to blufh.

But an objection will be made here, that
the two perfons whom we have particula-
rized by name, are prodigies, and that if
we were to live for many years, we fhould
fcarcely meet with two other Africans of

’ ’ the
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the fame defcription. But we reply, that

confidering their- fituation as before de-
fcribed, two perfons, above mediocrity in the

literary way, are as many as can be expeét- -
ed within a certain period of -years; -and
farther, that i thefe are prodigies, they are’
only fuch prodigics as every day would
producc if thcy had the fame opportunitjes
of acquiring knowledge as other people, and
the fame expetations indife to excite their
genius; This has ‘been conftantly and fo-
lemnly aflerted by the pious Benezet,* whom
we have mentioned before, as having de- -
voted a confiderable part of his time to
their inftrultion. This great man, for we
cannot but mention him" with veneration,
had a better opportunity of knowing them
than any perfon whatever, and he always
uniformly declared, that he could never

thort, ,
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ﬂ’lOI‘t, that thexr abxlmes were equal, and -
that they only wanted to be cqually culti-"
vated, to afford fpec:mcns of as ﬁne pro-
_ductions. '
Thus then does it appear from\ the tefh— (
- mony of this venerable man, whofe: autho-
' nty is fufficient of itfelf to filence all objec-
tions againft African capacity, and from the
inftances that have been -produced, ‘and the
obfervations that have beén made on. the
occafion, that'if the minds of the Africans
" = were unbroken by flavery 5 if t_he); had - the
fame expe&ations in life as other people, and
the fame opportunities of improv'ément,’ they

would be equal; in all the various branches =

of fcxcncc, to the- Europeans, and that the
argument that ftates them ¢ to be an infer
« riour link of the chain of naturé, and -
“¢ defigned for fervitude,” as far-as it de-
“pends on the inferiority of their capacities,
is wholly matevolent and falfe.*

® As to Mr. Hume’s affertions with refpe& to African capa~

city, we have paffed them over in filence, as they have been o

_ admirably refuted by the learned Dr. Beattie, in his Effay on

Truth, to which we refer the reader. The whole of this ad-
mirable refutation extends from p. 458, to 464.

M CHAP.
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S : '
- - C H A P.  VIIL

The fecond argument, by which it is
attempted to be proved, ¢ that the Africans
"¢ are an inferiour link of the chain of na-

¢ ture, and are defigned for flavery,” is
drawn from colour, and:from thofe other
marks, which diftinguith them from the in-
habitants of Europe. - ~

To prove this with the greater facility,

the receivers divide in opinion. Some of
them contend that the Africans, from thefe
circumitances, are the defcendants of * Cain :
“others, that they are the pofterity of Ham ; .
and that as it was declared by divine infpi-
ration, that thefe thould be fervants to tlie
reft of the world, fo they are defigned for
flavery ; and that the reducing of them to
fuch a fituation is only the accomplithment
of the will of heaven : while the reft, con-
fidering them from the fame circumftances
as a totally diftin& fpegies of men, conclude -
them to be an inferiour link of the: chain
of nature, and deduce the infe%encc de-
{cribed. '

* Genefls, ch, iv, 15.

To
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To anifwer thefe arguments in the clear- R

‘eft and fulleft manner, we are under the ne-

ceflity of makii)a‘g two fuppofitions, firft,
that the fcriptures are true; fecondly, that
they are falfe. "

If then the fcriptures are true, it is evi-
dent that the pofterity of Cain were ex«
tinguithed in the flood. Thus one of the.
arguments is no more. .

With refpe to the curfe of Ham, itﬁap-
pears alfo that it was limited ; that it did
not extend to the pofterity of all his {ons,
but only te the * defcendants of him who
was called Canaan: by which it was fore-
told that the Canaanites, a part of the
pofterity of Ham, fhould ferve the pofte-
rity of Shem and Japhet. Now how does
it appear that thefe wretched Africans. are
the defcendants of Canaan ?—By thefe marks,
it will be faid, which diftinguifh them from
the reft of the world.—But where are thefe
marks to be found in the divine writings ?
In what page is it faid, that the Canaanites

* Genefis, ch. ix. 25, 26, 273

M 2 were
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were to be known by their colour, their fea-
tures, their form, or the very bair of their
heads, which is brought into the account ?—
But alas! fo far ate the divine writings from
giving any fuch account, that they fhew the
affertion to be falfe. They fhew that the }
defcendants of Cufh were of the ¢olour, to
which the advocates for flavery allude ; and
of courfe, that there was no fuch limitation
of colour to the pofterity of Canaan, or the
inheritors of the curfe.

Suppofe we fhould now fhew, upon the

moft' undeniable evidence, * that thofe of
' the

1 Jeremiah fays, ch. xiii. 13‘, «¢ Can the Zthiopian change
< his colour, or the leopard his fpots ?’ Now the word,
which is here tranflated Athiopian, is in the original Hebrew
< the defeendant of Cufb,”” which fhews that this colour was
not confined to the defcendants of Caraar, as the advocates
for. flavery affert.

* s very extraordimary that the ad& ocates for flav ery
fhould confider thofe Africans, whom they call negroes, as the
defcendants of Canaan, when few hiftorical faés can be fo well
afcertained, as that out of the defcendants of the four fons of
Ham, the defcendants of Canaan were the only people, (if
we except the Carthaginians, who were a colony of Canaan,
and were afterwards ruined) who did not fettle in that quar-
ter of the globe.  Africa was incontrovertibly peopled by the
pofterity of the three other fons, We cannot fhew this in a
clearer manner, than in the words of the learned Mr. Bryant,
in his letter to Mr, Granville Sharp on this fubject,

« We

N

¥
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the wretched Africans, who are ﬁngleﬂ out
as inheriting the curf'e are the defcendants
e o

: o of

¢« We learn from fcripture, that Ham had four fons, Chus,
<« Mizraim, Phut, and Canaan, Gen.x.5, 6. Canaan occu-
<« pied Paleftine, and the country called by his name: Miz-
*¢ yaini, Egypt : but Phut pafled &&dp into Africa, and, 1 be- .
< lieve, moft of the nations in that part of the world are de-
¢ fcended from him ; at leaft more than from any_othnger-
« fon.”?  Fofephus fays, < that Phut avas the fousider of the
¢ mations in L(éra, and’ the people avere from bim called g5t
€ PLuti? Antiq. L. 1.¢. 7. ¢ By Lybia he underftands, a»
“¢¢ the Greeks did, Africa in general : for the particular coun-
¢ try called Lybia Proper, was peopled by the Lubim, ar Le-
<« habim, one of the branches from Mizraim, Aaa,’m,; 5 %
§¢ Aslpes. Chron. Pafchale, p. 29. )

¢« The fons of Phut fcttled in Manritania, where was a
s« country called Phutia, and a river of the like denomina-
« tion. Mauritania Flavius ufque ad preefens Tempus Phur
«¢ dicitur, omnifq; circacum Regio Phutenfis, Hieron. Tradit.
¢ Hebrex.—Amnem, zluem vocant Fut.” Pliny, L. 5.¢. 1,
« Some of this family fettled above ZEgypt, near /Ethiopia,
<« and were ftyled Troglodyte. s ¢ & Towyhedoles. Syn-
< cellus, p. 47. *“ Many of-them pafled inland, and peopled
<« the Mediterranean country.””

¢ In procefs of time the fons of Chus alfo, {after their ex-
«« pulfion from Egypt) made fettlements upon the fea coaft
v« of Africa, and came into Mauritania. Hence we find
¢ traces of them alfo in the names of places, fuch as Churis,
«¢ Chufares, upon the coaft: and a river Chu/a, and a city
¢ Cotta, together with a promontory, Cotis, in Mauritania,
¢« a1l denominated from Chus ; who at different times, and
¢ by different people, wus called Chys, Cuth, Cofb, and Cotis.

M 3 ¢ The
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. of Cuth or Phut; and that we fhould thew
farther, that but a fingle remnant of Canaan,
which was afterwards ruined, was ever in
Africa at all.—Here all is confternation.—

But unfortunately again for the argument,
though wonderfully for the confirmation
that the fcriptures are of divine original,
the whole prophccy has been completed. A
part of the defcendants of Canaan were hew-
ers of wood and drawers of water, and be-
came tributary and fubjeét to the Ifracelites,
or the defcendants of Shem. The Greeks
afterwards, as well as the Romans, who
were both the defcendants of Japhet, not
only fubdued thofe who were fettled in Sy

¢ The river Cufa is mentioned by Pirny, Lib. 5. c. 1. and
< by Ptolomy.”

¢« Many ages after thefe fettlements, there was another
¢ eruption of the Cuﬁile;'into thefe parts, under the name
of Saracens and Moors, who over-ran 4frica, to the very
¢« extremity of Mount Atlas. They pafled over and con-
<< quered Spain to the north, and they extended themfelves
fouthward, as I faid in my treatife, to the rivers Senegal/and -
¢ Gambia, and as low as the Gold Ceaff. 1 mentioned this,
¢« becaufe I do not think 'that they proceeded much farther:
moft of the nations to the fourh bemg, as I'imagine, of the
¢ race of Phut. The very country upon the river (:am/ua
on one fide, is at this day called Phuta, of which Bluet, in
his hiftory of Juba Ben Sclopmen, gives an account,”

ria
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.ria and Paleftine, but purfued and conquer-

ed all fuch as were then remaining.. Thefe
were the Tyrians and Carthaginians : the
former of whom were ruined by Alexander
and the Greeks, the latter by Scnpno and the
Romans.

It appears then that ‘the fecond argumcnt
is wholly inapplicable and falfe: that. it is
falfe in 1its app/tmz‘zon, becaufe thofc, who
were the objedts of the curfe, were a totally’
diftin& people’: that it is falfe in its proof,
becaufe no fuch dif’cinguifhing marks, as
have been fpecified, are to be found in the
divine writings: and that, if the proof
-could be made out, it would be now 7nap-
plicable, as the curfe has been long com-
pleted. ‘

With refpect to the third argument, we
muft now fuppofe that .the fcriptures are
falfe; that mankind did not all fpring from
the fame original; that there are different -
{pecies of men. Now what muft we juftly
conclude from fuch a fuppofition ? Muft we
conclude that one fpecies is inferiour to
another, and that the inferiority depends
upon their colour, or théir features, ot their
JormZ—No—We muft ‘now confult the

M 4 analogy
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anélogy of nature, and the contlufion ‘will |
be this: ‘ that as fhe tempered the bodies
of the different fpecxes of men in a dlf-
ferent degree, to enable them to endure
the refpeCtive climates of their habitation,
fo fhe gave them a variety of colour and
oppearance with a like benevolent defign.”
To fum up the whole, If the fcriptures
are true, it is evident that the pofterity of
Cain are no more; that the curfe of Ham
has been accomplithed; and that, as all
men were derived from the fame ftock,
fo this variety of appearance in men muft
either have proceeded from fome interpofi-
tion of the Deity ; or from a co- -operation of
certain caufes, which have an effe@ upon
the human frame, and have the power of
changing it more or lefs from -its primitive
appearance, as they happen to be more or
lefs numerous or powerful than thofe, which
acted upon the frame of rhan in .the firft feat
of his habitation. If from the interpofition
of the Deity, then we muft conclude that
he, who brmgeth good out of evil, pro-
duced it for their convenience, If, from
the co-operation of the caufes before re-
lated,
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lated; what argument may not be found againft -
any fociety of men, who fhould happen to

differ, in the points” alluded to, from. our-

felves? . _

If, on the other hand, the fcriptures}
are falfe, then it is evident, that there was
neither fuch a perfon as Carn, nor Ham,
nor Canaan ; and that nature beftowed fuch
colour, features, and form, upon the dif-
ferent fpecies of men, as were beft adapted
" to their fituation. A

Thus, on which ever fuppofition it is
founded, ‘the whole argument muft fall.
And indeed it is impoffible that it can
ftand, even in the eye of common fenfe,
For if you admit the form of men as a juf-
tification of flavery, you may fubjugate your
own brother: if features, then you muft
quarrel with all the world : if colour, where
are you to ftop ? It is evident, that if you
travel from the equator to the northern pole,
you will find a regular gradation of colour
from black to white, Now if you can
juftly take him for your flave, wha is of
the deepeft die, what hinders you from tak-
ing him alfo, who only differs from the

' former

i3
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former but by a fhade.. Thus you may
proceed, taking each in a regular fucceflion
to the poles. But who are ‘you, that thus
~ take into flavery fo many people ? Where do
you live yourfelf ? Do you live in Spain,
or in France, or in Britain? If in either of
thefe countries, take care lefi the whiter na-
trves of the north thould have a claim upon
yourfelf.—But the argument is too ridicu-
lous to be farther noticed. A
Having now filenced the whole argument,
we might immediately proceed to the dif-
cuffion of other points, without even de-
claring our opinion as to which of the fup-
pofitions may be right, on which~it has
been refuted ; but we do not think curfelves
at liberty to do this. The prefent age
would rejoice to find that the fcriptures had
no foundation, and would anxioufly catch
at the writings of him, who fhould men-
tion them in a doubtful manner.  We {hall
 therefore declare our fentiments, by affert-
ing that they are true, and that all mankind,
however various ‘their appearance, are de-
rived from the fame. itock.

To
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To prove this, we fhall not produce thofe
innumerable arguments, by which the fcrip-
_tures have ftood the teft of ages, hut advert
to a fingle fact. It isan univerfal law, ob-
fervable throughout the whole creation, zhat
if two animals of a different fpecies propagate,
their offspring is unable to continue its own
Jpecies. By this admirable law, the differ-
ent {pecies are preferved diftin&t; every pof-
fibility of confufion is prcvcnted and thc
world is forbldden to be over-run by a-rdce
of montfters. ow, if we apply this law
to thote of the human kind, who are faid
to be ofa diftin&t fpecies from each other, it
immediately fails. . The mulattoe is as ca-
pable of continuing his own fpecies as his
father ; a clear-and irrefragable proof, that |
the 4 feripture account of the creation is
true,
+ When America was firft difcovered, it was thought by
fome, that the fcripture account of the creation was falfe, and
that.there were different {pccies of men, becaufe they could
never fuppofe that people, in fo rude a ftate as the Americans,
couid have 1ran(pm(ed themfclves to that continent from any
parts of the knawn world,  This option however was re-
futed by the celebrated Captain’ Cooke, who fhewed that the

traject between the continente of Afia and America, was as

- thort
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true, and that “ God, who hath made the
« world, hath made of * one blood all the
¢ nations of men that dwell on all the face
¢ of the earth.” B

But if this be the cafc, it w;ll be faid that
mankind were originally of one colour ; and
it will be afked at the fame time, what it is
probablc that the colour was, and how thcy
came to aflume fo various an appearance?
To each of thefe we fhall make that reply,
which we conceive to be the moft rational.

As mankind were originally of the fame
ftock, fo it is evident that they were origi-
nally of the fame colour. But how fhall
we attempt to afcertain it ? Shall we En-
glifpmen fay, that it was the fame as that
which we now find to be peculiar to our-

fhort as fome, which people in asrude a flate have. been a&tual-
ly known to pafs. This affords an excellent caution againt
an ill-judged and hafty cenfure of the divine writings, be-
caufe every dificulty which may be ftarted, cannot be inftant-
ly cleared up.

® The divine writings, which aflert that all men were de.
rived from the jame fock, fhew alfo, in the fame inftance of
Cush, p. 180, that fome of them had changed their original
comp! lexion.

.

felves ?—
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felves ?~~No—This would be a vain. and
partial confideration, and would bettay_our,
judgment to have arifen from that falfe fond-
nefs, which habituatés us to lfuppofe, that
every thing belonging to -ourfelves is the
perfecteft and the beft. Add to this, that
we fhould always be liable to a juft reproof
from every inhabitant of the globe, whofe
colour was different from our own ; becaufe
he would juftly fay, that he had as good a
right to imagine that his own was the pri-
mitive colour, as that of any other people.
How then fhall we attempt to afcertain
it? Shall we look into the various climates
of the earth, fee the colour that generally
prevails in the inhabitants of céch, and ap-
ply the rule? This will be certainly free
.from partiality, and will afford us a better
profpect of fuccefs: for as every particular
diftri¢t has its particular colour, fo it is evi-
dent that the complexion of Noah andihis
fons, from whom the reft of the world
were defcended, was the fame as that, which
is peculiar to the country, which was the
feat
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feat of their habitation. This, by fuch a
mode of decifion, will be found a dark
olive ; a beautiful colour, and a juft me-
dium between white and black. That this
was the primitive colour, is highly pro-
‘bable from the obfervations that have been.
made ; and, if admitted, will afford a valu-
able leffon to the Europeans, to- be cau=
tious how they deride thofe of the oppo-
fite complexion, as there is great reafon to
prefume, that the pureft ¥ white is as far
removed from the primitive. colour as the
deepeft black.

We come now to the grand queftion,
which is, that if mankind were originally
of this or any other colour, how came it to
pafs, that they fhould wear fo various an
appearance ? We reply, as we have had oc-
cafion to fay before, either by the interpofi-
tion of the Deity 5 or by a co-operation of cer~
tain caufes, which have an effect upon the hu-

® The following are the grand colours difcernible in man-
kind, between which there are many fhades ;

White . Copper
—Olivew—
Brown Black

man
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man_frame, and bave the power of changing
it more or lefs from its primitive appearance,
as they are more or lefs numerous or powerful
than thofe, which ated upon the frame of man
in the Jirft feat of his babitation.
With refpect to the Divine 1nterpoﬁt10n,
‘two epochs have been affigned, when this
difference of colour has been imagined to
have been fo produced. The firft is that,
which has been related, when the curfe was
pronounced on a branch of the pofterity of
Ham. But this argument has been already
refuted ; for if the particular colour alluded
to were afligned at this period, it was affign-
ed-to the defcendants of Canaan, to diftin-
guifh them from thofe of his other brothers,
and was therefore /imited to the former.
‘But the defcendants of * Cufb, as we have
thewn before, partook of the fame colour;
a clear proof,. that it was rieither affigned to
them on this occafion, nor at this period.
" The fecond epoch is that, when mankind
were difperfed- on the building of -Babel.

* See note, p. 180. To this we may add, that the reft of
the defcendants of Ham, as far as they can be traced, arc now
alfo black, as well as many of the defcendants of Shem.

It
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It has been thought; that both national fea-
" tures and colour might probably have been
given them at this time, becaufe thefe would
have affifted the confufion of language, by
caufing them to difperfe into tribes, and
would have united more firmly the indivi-
duals of each, after the difperﬁon— had takeh
place. But this is ‘improbable: firft, be-
caufe there is great reafon to prefume that
Mofes, who has mentioned the confuﬁon of
language, would have mentioned thefe cir-
cumftances alfo, if they had actually con-
tributed to bring about fo fingular an event :
fccondly, becaufe the confufion of language~
was f{ufficient of 1tfclf to have accomphfh-
ed this; and we cannot fuppofe that the
Deity could have done any thing in vain .
and thirdly, becaufe, if mankind had been
difpcrfed; each tribe in its peculiar hue, it
is impoffible to conceive, that they could
-have wandered and fettled in {fuch a manner,
as to exhibit that regular gradation of co-
lour from the equator to the poles,.fo con-
fpicuous at the prefent day. '
. Thefe are the only periods,” which there
has been even the fhadow of a probability
: : - for
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for affigning ; and we may therefore conclude
that the preceding obfervations, together

* with fuch circumftances as will appear in °

- the prefent chapter; will amount to a de-

monftration, that the difference of colour
was never caufed by any interpofition 6f the
Deity, and that it muft have proceeded there-
fore from that incidental co-operation of caufes,
which has been before related.

What thefe caufes are, it is out of the
power of human wifdom pofitively to affert :
there are fa&ts, however, which, if properly

- weighed and put together, will throw con-

k4

fiderable light upon the fubjet. Thefe we
thall fubmit to the perufal of the reader, and
thall deduce from them fuch inferences only,
as almoft every perfon muft make in his
own mind, on their recital.

The firft point, that occurs to be afcertain-
ed, is, < What part of the fkin is the feat
“ of cofour ?” The old anatomifts ufually
divided the fkin into two parts, or lamina;
the exteriour and thinneft, called by the
Greeks Epidermis, by the Romans Cuticula,
and hence by us Curicle ; and the interiour,
called by the former Derma, and by the

N : T latter
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latter Cutis, or true fkin.” Hence they muft -
neceffarily have fuppofed, that, as the rrue
Jkin was in every refpe@ the fame in all hu-
man fubje@s, however various their exter-
nal hue, {o the feat of colour muft have
exifted in the Cuticle, or upper furface.
Malphigi, an eminent Italian -phyfician,
of the Taft century, was the firft perfon who
difcovered that the fkin was divided into
three lamina, or parts; the Cuticle, the trué
Sin, and a certain coagulated fubftance fituat-.

ed between both, which he diftinguithed by . .

the title of Mucofium Corpus ;- a title retained
by anatomifts to the prefent day: which
coagulated fubftance adhered fo firmly to
the Cuticle, as, in all former anatomical pre-
parations, to have come off with it, and,
from this circumftance, to have led thean-
cient anatomiffs B.-that there were
but two lamina, or divifible'portions in the
human {kin.

This difcovery was fufficient to afcertain
the point in queftion : for it appeared after-
wards that the Cuzicle, when divided ac-
cording to this difcovery from the other la-
mina, was femi-tranfparent; that the cuticle

of
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of the blackcﬁ negroe was of the fame tran-

fparency and colour, as that of the pureft
white ; and hence, the true fhins of both
~ being invariably the fame, that the mucofum
corpus was the feat of colour,

This has been farther confirmed by all fub-
fequent anatomical experiments, by which it
appears, that, whatever is the colourof thisin-
termediate coagulated fubftance, nearly the
fame is the apparent colour of the upper fur-

- face of the fkin. Neither can it be otherwife;
for the Cuticle, from its tranfparency, muft
neceflarily tranfmit the colour of the fub-
ftance beneath it, in the fame manner,
though not in the fame degree, as the cornes
tranfmits the colour of the #r/s of the eye.
This tranfparency is a matter of ocular de-
monftration in white people. It is confpl-
cuous in every bluth; for no one can ima-
gine, that the caticle becomes red, as often
as this happens: noris it lefs difcoverable
in the veins, which are fo-eafy to be dif-
cerned ; for no one.can fuppofe, that the
blue ftreaks, which he conftantly fees in the
faireft complexions, are painted, as it were,
on the furface of the upper fkin. From

N thefe,
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thefe, and a variety of other * obfervations,
no maxim is more true in phyfiology, than
that on the mucofum corpus depends the colour
of the human body ; or, in other words, that
the mucofim corpus being of a different colour
in different inhabitants of the globe, and ap--
pearin:g through the cuticle or upper furface
of the fkin, gives them that various appear-
ance, which ftrikes us fo forcibly in con-
templating the human race,
As this cdn be intontrovertibly afcertain-
'ed, lit_ is evident, that whatever caufes co-
operate in producing this different appear-
ance, they produce it by acting upon the
mucofum corpus, which, from the almoft in-
credible manner in which the + cuticle is

® Difeafes have a great effe® upon the mucofum corpus,
but particularly the jaundice, which turns it yellow. Hence,
being tran{mitted through the cuticle, the yellow appearance
of the whole body. But this, even as a matter of ocular de-
monftration, is not confined folely to white people ; negroes
themfelves, while affeted with thefe or other diforders, chang-
ing their black colour for that which the difeafe has convey-
ed to the mucous fubftance.
°+ The cutaneous pores are fo exceflively, fmall, that one
grain of fand, (according to Dr. Lewenhoeck’s calculations)
would cover many hundreds of them. '

perforated,
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< pcff'orated’, is as acceflible as the cuticle it
{elf. Thefe caufes are probably thofe vari-
qus qualirics of things, which, combined with
the influence of the fun, contribute to form
what wecall c/imate. For when any perfon con-
fiders, that the mucous fubftance, before-
mentioned, is found to vary in its colour,
as the climates vary from the equator to the
poles, his mind mufl be inflantly ftruck with
the hypothefis, and he muft adopt it with-~
out any hefitation, as the genuine caufe of\
the phenomenon. .
This fatt, * of" the variation of the mucous
JSubflance according to fhe fituation of the place,
has been clearly afcertained in the numerous
anatomical experiments that have beén made;
in which, fubjects of all nations have come
under confideration. The natives of many of
the kingdoms and ifles of Afa, are found to
have their corpus mucofum black. Thofe of
Africa, fituated near the line,.of the fame
colour. Thofe of the maritime parts of the
fame continent, of a dutky brown, nearly

® Wedo not mean to infinuate that the fame people have their
corpus mucofum fenfibly vary, as.often as they go into another
latitude, but that the fa& is true only of different people, wha
have been long eftablifhed in different latitudes.

N 3 approach-
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approaching to it; and the colour becomes
lighter or darker in proportion as the dif-
“tance from the equator is either greater or
lefs. The Europeans are the faireft inha-
bitants of the world. Thofe fituated in the
moft fouthern regions of Emrope—have in -
their corpus mucofum a tinge of the dark hue
of their African neighbours: hence the
epidemick complexion, prevalent among
them, is nearly of the colour of the pickled
Spanith olive; while in this country, and
thofe fituated nearcr the north pole, it ap-
pears to be nearly, if not abfolutely, white.

Thefe are ¥ falts, which anatomy has
eftablithed ; and we acknowledge them to be
fuch, that we cannot diveft ourfelves of the
idea, that climate has a confiderable fhare in
producing a difference of colour. Others,
we know, have invented other hypothefes,
but all of them have been inftantly refuted,
as unable to explain the difliculties for which
they were advanced, and as abfolutely con-
trary to fact: and the inventors themi€lves

+ ® We beg leave to return our thanks here to a gentleman,
eminent in the medical line, who furnifhedus with the aboye-
mentioned fafls.

have

’
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Have been obliged, almoft as foon as they
have propofed them, to acknowledge them
deficient. . _
The only obje&ion of any confequence,
“that has ever been made to the hypothefis
of climate, . is this, that people under the Jame '
parallels are not exaltly of the fame colour.
But this is no objection in fact: for it does
not follow that thofe countries, which are
at an equal diftance from the equator, fhould
have their climates the fame. Indeed noth-
ing is more contrary to experience than this.
Climate depends upon a variety of accidents.
High mountains, in the neighbourhood of
a place, make it cooler, by chilling the air
that is carried over them by the svinds.
Large {preading fucculen't plants, if among \
the produ@ions of the foil, have the fame
effect : they afford agreeable cooling thades,
and a moift atmofphere from their conti-
Whalations, by which the ardour of .
%n is confiderably abated. While the
foil, on the other hand, if of a fandy nature,
retains the heat in an uncommon degree,
and makes the fummers confiderably hotter
than thofe which are found to exift in the
fame latitude, where the foil is different. To
N 4 this
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this proximity of what may be termed durning
Jandsyand to the fulphurous and metallick par- -
ticles,which are continually exhaling from the .
bowels of the earth, is afcribed the different
degree of blacknefs, by which fome African
nations are diﬁinguiﬂlablc from. each other,
though under the fame parallels. To thefe

obfervations we may add, that though the

inhabitants of the fame parallel are not ex-
a@ly of the fame hue, yet they differ only by
thades of the fame colour ; or, to fpeak with
more precifion, that there ‘are no two peo-
.ple, in fuch a fituation, one of whom  is
white, and the other black. To fum up the
whole Suppofe we were to take a com- "
‘mon globe; to begin at the equator; to
paint every country along the meridian -line
in fucceflion from thence to the poles; and
to paint them with the fame colour which
prevails in the refpective inhabitants of each,
we fhould fee the black, with which we had
been obliged to begin, infenfibly changing
to an olive, and the olive, through as many
intermediate colours, to a white: and if,
on the other hand, we thould complete any
one of the parallels according to the fame

- plan,
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plan, we fhould fee a difference perhaps in
the appearance of fome of the countries
tixrough which it ran, though the difference
would confift wholly in ﬂlades of the fame
colour. . )
The argument therefore, which is brought
againft the hypothefis, is fo far from be-
ing an objettion, that we fhall confider it
‘as one of the firft arguments in- its
/?favour : for if climate has really_an influence
on the mucous fubflance of the body, it is
evident, that we muft not only expet to fee
a gradation of colour in the inhabitants from
the equator to the poles, but alfo' * differ-
ent fhades of the fame colour in the inha-
bxtants of the fame parallel,
To this argument, we fhall add one that
is incontrovertible, which is, that when the
black inhabitants of Africa are tranfpl'ant-.

* Suppofe we were to fee two nations, contiguous to’ each
other, of black and white mhnbxtants in the fame parallet,
even this would be no objetion, for m:my circumitances are
to be confidered. A black people may have wandered into a
white, and a white people into a black latitude, and they may
not have been fettled there a fufficient length of time for fuch
a change to have been accomplithed in their. complexion, as
that they fhould.be like the old eftablifhed inhabitants of the
parallel, into which they have lately come,

ed
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ed to colder, or the white inhabitants of
Ez;rope to hotter climates, their -children,
born there, are of a dﬁérent colour from
themfelves ; that is, lighter in the firft, and
darker in the fecond inftance.

As a proof of the firft, we thall give thc
words of the Abbé Raynal, in his admired
publication. * ¢ The children,” fays he,
¢ which they, (the Africans) procreate in
“ _America, are not fo black as their parenfs
« were. After each generation the differ-
“ ence becomes more palpable. It is pof-
“¢ fible, that after a numerous fucceflion of
¢ generations, the men come from Africa
«« would not be diftinguithed from thofe of
¢« the country, into which they may have
« been tranfplanted.”

This circumftance we have had the plea-
fure of hearing confirmed by a variety of per-
fons, who have been witnefles of the fa; but
particularly by many 4 intelligent Africans,

who

* Juftamond’s Abbé Raynal, v. 5. p. 193.

+ The author of this Effay made it his bufinefs to inquire of
the moft intelligent of thofe, whom he could meet with in
London, as to the authenticity of the faft. All thofc‘ from
America affured him that it was ftrictly true ; thofe from the

“Well-
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who have been parents themfelves in Ame-~
rica, and who have declared that the differ-
~ence is fo palpable in the northern provinces,
that not only they themfelves have conftant-
ly obferved it, but that they have heard it
obferved by others. '
Neither is this variation in the children
from the colour of their parents improba-
ble. The children of the blackeft Africans are
‘* born white. In this ftate they continue
for about a- month, when they change to
a pale yellow. In procefs of time they
become brown. Their fkin flill continues
to increafe in darknefs with their age, till
it becomes of a dirty, fallow black, and at
length, after a certain period of years, glofly
and thining. Now, if climate has any in-
fluence on the mucous fubflance of the body,
this /y-a.ﬁiation in the children from the co-

Weft-Indies, that they had never obferved it there; but that
they had found a fenfible difference in themfelves fince they
came to England.

* This circumftance, which always happens, fhews that
they are defcended from the fame parents as ourfelves ; for had
they been a diftin&t fpecies of men, and the blacknefs entirely
ingrafted in their conftitution and frame, there is great reafon
to prefume, that their children would have been born élacé.

lour
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lour of their parents is an event, which
muit be reafonably expected :- for being born
white, and not having equally powerful
caufes to a& upon them in colder, as their
parents had in the hotter climates which
they left, it muft neceflarily follow, that the
fame effe&t cannot pofiibly be produced.

Hence alfo, if the hypothefis be admit-
ted, may be deduced the reafon, why even
thofe children, who have been brought from
their country at an early age into colder re-
gions, have been * obferved to be of a light-
er colour than thofe who have remained at
home till they arrived at a ftate of manhood.
For having undergone fome of the changes
which we mentioned to have attended their
countrymen from infancy to a certain age,
and having been taken away before the reft
could be completed, thefe farther changes,
which would have taken place had they re-
mained at home, feem either to have been
checked in their progrefs, or weakened in
their degree, by a colder climate.

* This obfervation was communicated to us by the gentle.
man in the medical line, to whom we returned our thanks for
certain anatomical falts, . -

We
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We come now to the fccond and oppoﬁte

cafe ; for a proof of which we fhall appeal
to the words of Dr. Mitchell, in the Philo-
fophical Tranfa¢tions.* ¢ The Speniards who

‘¢
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have inhabited A4merica under the torrid
zane for any time, are become as dark
coloured as our native Indians of Virginia,

.of which, I myfelf have been a witnefs ;

and were they not to intermarry with the
Europeans, but lead the fame rude and
barbarous:lives with the Indmm, it is very
probable that, in a fucceflion of _many
generations, they would become as dark
in complexion.”

To this inftance we fhall add one, which
mentioned by a } late writer, who defcrib-

ing the African coaft, and the European fet-
tlements there, has the following paffage.

43

€«

€c

€<

(13

There are feveral other fmall Portuguefe
fettlements, and one of fome note at Mi-
tomba, a river in Sierra Leon. The peo-
ple here called Portuguefe, are principally
perfons bred from a mixture of the firft

® Philof. Tranf. No. 476. fe. 4.

1 Treatife upon the Trade from Great Britain to Afnca, .
by an African merchant.

¢ Portu-
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¢ Portuguefe difcoverers with ‘the natives,
“ and now become, in their complexion and
“ awoolly quality of their hair, perfect negroes,
“ retaining howevera fmattcrmg of thc Por-
“ tuguefe languagc
Thefe fa(:'ts, with refpe to thc colomﬁs
of the Europeans, are of the higheft import-
ance in the prefent cafe, and deferve a feri-
ous attention. For when we know to 'a
certainty from whom they are defcended ;
when we know that ‘they were, at the time
of their tranfplantation, of the fame colour
as thofe from whom they feverally {prung ;
and when, on the other hand, we are credi-
bly informed, that they have changed it for
the native colour of the place which they
now inhabit; the evidence in fupport of
thefe facts is as great, as if a perfon, on the
removal of two or three families into another
climate, had determined to afcertain the cif-
cumftance; as if he had gone with them and
watched their children ; as if he had com-
municated his obfervations' at his death to a
fucceflor ; as if his fucceflfor had profecuted -
the plan, and thus an uninterrupted chain of
evidence .
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ewdence had been kept up from their firft
removal to any determined penod of fuc—
— ceeding time.

But though thefe fa&s feem fufhment of
themfelves to confirm our opinion, they
are not the only fad&s which can be adduced

- in its fupport: It can be fhewn, that the
members of the wery fame family, when
divided from each other, and removed into
différent countries, have not only changed
their family complexion, but that they have
changed it to as many different colours as they
have gone into different regions of the world.
We cannot have, perhaps, a more ftriking
inftance of this, than in the Yews. Thefe
people. are fcattered over the face of the
whole earth. They have preferved them-
felves diftin¢t from the reft of the world by
their religion ; and, as they never mtu'marry
with any but thofe of their own fe@, fo
they have no mixture of blood in their veins,
that they fhould differ from cach other : ‘and
yet nothing is more true, than that the * Ey-
ghfh Jew is white, the Portuguefe fwarthy,
the Armenian olive, and the Arabian copper ;

* We mean fuch only as are xatiwves of the countries which
we mention, and whofe anceftors have been fettled there for a
certain period of time, :

n
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in fhort, that there appear to be as many
different fpecies of Fews, as there are’coun=
“tries in which they refide.

To thefe facts we fhall add the followmg

obfervation, that if we can give credit to the

ancient hiftorians in general, a change from
the darkeft black to the pureft white muft
have actually been ~accomplifhed. * One in-
ftance, perhaps, may be thought fufficient.
#* Herodotus relates, that the Colchi were
black, and that they had crifped bair. Thefe
people were a detachment of the Ztbiopian
army under Sefoffris, who followed him in
his [expedition, and fettled in that part of
the world, where Colchis is ufually repre-
fented to have been fituated. Had not the
fame author informed us of this circum-
ftance, we fhould have thought it ++ ftrange,
that 4 people of this defcription thould have
been found in fuch a latitude. Now, ag

® Herodotus. Euterpe. p, 80. Editio Stephani, printed
1570.

4 This circumftance confirms what we faid in a formcr note,
P- 201, that even if two nations were to be found in the fame
parallel, one of whom was black, and the other white, it would
form no obje&tion againft the hypothefis of climate, as one of
them might have been new fettlers from a diftant country.

they
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_they were undoubtedly fettled there, and as

they were neither {o totally deftroyed, nor
made any fuch rapid conquefts, as that hif-
tory fhould notice the event, there is great
reafon to prefume, that their defcendants
continued in the fame, or fettled in the ad-
jacent country ; from whence it will follow,
that they muft have changed their com-
plexion to that, which is obfervable in the
inhabitants of this particular region at the
prefent day; or, in other words, that the
black inbabitant of Colchis muft have been
changed into the * fair Circaffian.

As we have now fhewn it to be higkly
probable, from the falls which have been
advanced, that dlimate is the caufe of the
difference of colour which prevails in the
different inhabitants of the globe, we fhall
now fhew its probability from fo fimilar

* Suppofe, withou: the knowledge of any hiftorian, they
had made fuch confiderable conquefts, as to have fettled them-
felves at the diftance of 1000 miles in any one direion from
Colchis, Rill they muft have changed their colour. For had
they gone in an Laftern or Weftern dire&ion, they muft have
been of the fame colour as the Circaffans 5 if to the north,-
whiter; if to the fouth, of a copper. There are no people
within that diftance of Colchis, who are black.

O _ an
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an effe® produced on the mucous fubflance
before-mentioned by fo fimilar a caufe, that
though ‘the fa& does not abfolutely prove
our conjecture to be right, yet it will give
us a very lively conception of the manner,
in which the phznomenon may be caufed.

This probability may be fhewn in the
cafe of freckles, which are to be feen in the
face of children, but: of fuch only, as have
the thinneft and moft’ tranfparent {kins,
and are occafioned by the rays of the fun,
ftriking forcibly on the mucous fubftance of
the face, and drying the accumulating fluid.
This accumulatmg fluid, or peripxrable
matter, 1s at firft. colourlefs but bcmg
expofed to violent heat, or dried, becomes
brown. Hence, the mucofum corpus being
tinged in various parts by this brown co-
agulated fluid, and the parts fo tinged appear-
ing through the cuticle, or upper furface of
the fkin, arifes that fpotted appearance, ob-
fervable in' the cafe recited.

Now, if we were to conceive a black
fkin to be an univerfal freckle, or the rays
of the fun to a& fo univerfally on the mu-
cous fubflance of a perfon’s face, as to pro-

duce
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" duce thefe fpots fo contiguous to each other
that they fhould unite, we thould then fee,
in imagination, a face fimilar to thofe,
which are daily to be feen among black peo-
ple: and if we were to conceive “his body
to be expofed or acted upon in the fame
manner, we fhould then fee his body afflum-
ing a fimilar appearance ; and thus we thould
fee the whole man of a perfe& black, or re-
fembling one of the naked inhabitants of
the torrid zone. Now as the feat of freckles
and of blackne(s is the fame; as their ap-
pearance is fimilar; and as the caufe of the
firft is the ardour of the fun, it is therefore
probable that the caufe of the fecond is the
fame : hence, if we {ubftitute for the word
¢ fun,” what is analogous to it, the word
climate, the fame effect may be fuppofed to
be produced, and the conjeture to receive a
fanéion. ’

Nor is it unlikely that the hypothefis,
which confiders the caufe of freckles and
of blacknefs as the fame, may be right. For
if blacknefs is occafioned by the rays of the
fun ftriking forcibly and univerfally on the
mucous fubflance of the body, and drying the

O 2 accumulating
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accumulating fluid, we can account for the
different degrees of it to be found in the dif-
ferent inhabitants of the globe. For as the’
quantity of perfpirable fluid, and the force
of the folar rays is fucceffively ‘increafed, as-
the climates are fucceflively warmer, from
any given parallel to the line, it follows that
the fluid, with which the mucous fubfance
will be ftained, will be fucceflively thicker
and deeper coloured ; and hence, as it appears
through the cuticle, the complexion fuccef-
fively darker; or, what amounts to the fame
thing, there will be a_difference of colour
in the inhabitants of every fucceflive pa-

rallel. v
From thefe, and the whole of the pre-
ceding obfervations on the fubje, we may
conclude, that as all the inhabitants of the
earth cannot be otherwife than the child-
ren of the fame parents, and as the-dif-
ference of their appearance muft have of
courfe proceeded from incidental caufes,
thefe caufes are a combination of thofe
qualities, which we call c/imate; that the
blacknefs of the Africans is fo far ingrafted
in their conttitution, in a'courfe of many
B generations,
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7 generations, that their. children wholly in-
herit it, if br‘oilght up in the fame fpot, but
that it is not fo abfolutely interwoven in their
nature, that it cannot be removed, if they
are born and fettled in another; that Npab

~ and his fons were probably of an oliye com-
plexion ; that thofe of their defcendants, who
went farther to the fouth, became of a deeper
olive or copper ; while thofe, who went ftill
farther, became of a deeper copper or black ;
that thofe, on the other hand, who travelled
farther to the north, became léfs olive or
brown, while thofe who went ftill farther than
the former, became lefs brown or white ; and
that if any man were to point out any one
of the colours which prevails in the human
complexion, as likely to furnith an argu-
ment, that the people of fuch a complexion
were of a different f{pecies ~from the reft, it
is probable that his own defcendants, if re-
moved to the climate to which this com-
plexion is peculiar, would, in the courfe of
a few generations, degenerate into the fame
colour. '
Having now réplied ‘to the argument,
¢ that the Africans are an inferiour link of
(O A ““ the
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‘¢ the chain of nature,” as far as it depend-
ed on their capacity and colour, we fhall now
only take notice of an expreffion, which the
recervers before-mentioned are pleafed to
make ufe of,  that they are made for fla-
< very.” ' ,
Had the Africans been made for flavery,
or to become the property of any fociety of
men, it is clear, from the obfervations that
have been made in the fecond part of this
Effay, that they muft have been created -
 devord of reafon : but this is contrary to fact.
It is clear alfo, that there muift have been.
many and evident figns of the inferiority of
their pature, and that this fociety of men
muft have had a zatural right to their domi-
nion: but this is equally falfe. No fuch
figns of inferiority are to be found in the
one, and the right to dominion in the other
1s tncidental : for in what volume of nature
or religion is it written, that one fociety of
men thould éreed flaves for the benefit, of
another? Nor is it lefs evident that they
“would have wanted many of thofe qualities
which they have, 4nd which brutes have
not: they would have wanted that Jpirit

S



or THE HuMAN SPECIES. 215

of liberty, that * fenfe of ignominy and fhame,
* which fo frequently drives them to the hor-
rid extremity of finithing their own exift-
ence. Nor would they have been endowed
with a contemplative pozvef; for fuch a power
would have been: unneceffary to people in
fuch a fituation; or rather, its only. ufe-
could have been to increafe their pain.
We cannot fuppofe therefore that God
has made an order of beings, with fuch
mental qualities .and powers, for the fole
purpofe of being ufed as beafls, or in-
firuments of labour.’ And here, what a
dreadful argument prefents itfelf againft you
receivers 2 For if they have no underftand-
ings as you confefs, then is your conduét
impious, becaufe, as they cannot perceive
the intention of your punithment, your fe-
verities cannot make them better, But if,
on the other hand, they have had under-
ftandings, (which has evidently éppcargd)

® There are a particular people among thofe tranfported
from Africa to the colonies, who immediately on receiving
punifhment, deftroy themfelves. This is a fa@ which the
receivers are unable to contradict,

04 ~ then
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then is your condué equally impious, who,
by deftroying their faculties by the feverity.
of your d.ifcipline, have reduced men; who
had once the power of reafon, to an equa-
lity with the brute creation.

C H A P. IX

The reader may perhaps think, that the
receivers have by this time expended all their
arguments, but their ftore is not fo eafily.
exhaufted. They are well aware that juf-
tice, nature, and religion, will -continue, as
they have ever uniformly done, to oppofe
their condu@. This has driven them to
exert -their ingenuity, and has occafioned
-that multiplicity of arguments to be found
in the prefent queftion. ‘

Thefe arguments are of a different com-
plexion from the former. They confift in
comparing the ftate of Sflaves with that of
fome of the clafles of free men, and in cer-
tain fcenes of felicity, which the former
are faid to enjoy.

It is affirmed that the punithments which
the Africans undergo, are lefs fevere than
the military ; that their life is happier than
that of the Englith peafant; that they have

the
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the advantages of manumifiion; that they
have their little {pots of ground, their holy-
days, their dances; in fhort, that their life
is a fcene of feftivity and mirth, and that
they are much happier in the colonies than
-in their own country. '

Thefe reprefentations, which have been
made out with much ingenuity and art, may
have had their weight with the unwary ; but
they will never pafs with men of confideration
-and fenfe, who'ate accuftomed to eftimate the
probability of things, before they admit them
to be true. Indeed the bare affertion, that
their fituation is even comfortable, contains
its own refutation, or at leaft leads us to fuf-
" pect that the perfon, who afferted it, has
omitted fome important confiderations in the
account. Such we fhall thew to have been
a&ually the cafe, and that the reprefentatlons
of the recervers, when ftripped of their glofly
ornaments, are but empty declamation. -

It is faid, firft, of military punifbments,
that they are more fevere than thofe which
the Africans undergo. But this is a bare
affertion without a proof. It is not fhewn

even
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even by thofe, who afert it, how the fact can
be made out. We are left therefore to draw
the comparifon ourfelves, and to fill ‘up
thofe important confiderations, which we
have juft faid that the recervers had omitted.
That military punifhments are fevere we
confefs, but we deny that they are feverer
than thofe with which they are compared.
Where is the military man, whofe ears have
been flit, whofé¢ limbs have been mutilated,
or whofe eyes have been beaten out? But
let us even allow, that their punithments are
equal in the degree of their fcv::rity: ftill
they muft lofe by comparifon. The fol~
dier is never punithed but after a fair and
equitable trial, and the decifion of a mili-
“tary court; the unhappy African, at the
difcretion of his Lord. The one * knows
what particular condu& will centftitute an
‘offence; the other has no fuch informa-
~ tion, as he is wholly at the difpofal of paf-
fion and caprice, which may impofe upon

* The articles of war are frequently read at the head of
every regiment in the fervice, ftating thofe particular a&ions
which are to be confidered as crimes,

. . any
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any action, however laudable, the appellation '
of a crime.. The former has it of coutfe in
his power 'to avoid a punithment ; the latter -

is never fafe. The former is punithed for
a real, the latter, often, for an imaginady
fault.

Now will any perfon affert, on comparing

the whole of thofe circumftances together,
which relate to their refpective punifhments,

that there can be any doubt, which of the -

two are in the worft ‘ﬁtuatio’n, as to their
penal fyftems ? S

With refpect to the declaratlon, that the
life of an African in the colonies is happier
than that of an Englifh peafant, it is cqually
falfe. Indeed we can fcarcely withhold our
indignatxon, when we confider, how fhame-
fully the fituation of this latter clafs of men
has been mifreprefented, to elevate” the for-
mer to a ftate of fiGtitious happinefs. If
the reprefentations of the receivers be true, it

is evident that thofe of the moft apprchdm

writers, who have placed a confiderable fhare
of happinefs in the cortage, have been mif-
taken in their opinion ; and that thofe of the
rich, who have been heard to figh, and envy

the
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the felicity of the peq/imt have becn trea-
“cherous to their own fenfations. »
But which are we to believe on the occa- -
fion ? Thofe, who endeavour to drefs vice in
the habit of wirfue, or thofe, who derive
their opinion from their own feelings ? The ~
latter are furely to be believed ; and we may
conclude therefore, that the hornd pi¢ure
which is given of the life of the peafant, has
not {o juft a foundation as the recervers would,
lead us to fuppofe. For has he no pleafure
in the thought, that he lives in his own
country, and among his relations and friends ?
That he is actually free, and that his child-
ren will be the fame? That he can never
- be fold as a beaft? That he can- fpeak
“his mind without” the fear of the lafh?
That he cannot even be ftruck wirs zmpu-
nity? And that he partakes, equally with
* his fuperiours, of the protection of the law @—
Now, there is no one - of thefe advantages
which the African pofleffes, and no one,
which the defenders of ﬂavery take inta their
account, : .

Of
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- Of the other comparifons that are ufually
made, we may obferve in general, that,'as
they confift in comparing the iniquitous
practice of flavery with other iniquitous
practices in force among other nations, they
can neither raife it to the appearance of vir~
tue, nor extenuate its guilt. The things
comopared are in thefe inftances both of them
evils alike. They call equally for redrefs,
and are equally difgraceful to the * govern-
ments which fuffer them, if not encourage
therm, to exift. To attempt therefore to
juftify one fpecies of iniquityy by compar-

“ing it with another, is no juftification at all ;
and is fo far from anfwering the purpofe,
for which the comparifon is intended, as to
give us reafon to fufpe, that the comparer

* We capnot omit here to mention onc of the cuftoms,
which has been often brought as a palliation of flavery, and
which prevailed but & little time ago, and we are doubtful
whether it does not prevail now, in the metropolis of this
country, of kidnapping men far the fervice of the Eaft-India
Company. Every fubjed, as long as he behaves well, hasa
right to the proteaxon of government; and the tacit per-
miffion of fuch -a fcene of iniquity, when it becomes known,
is as much a breach of duty in government, as the condu& of
thofe fubje@s, who, on other occafions, would be termed, and
punifhed as, rebellious.

has
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has but" little notion either of equity or

honour. '
We come now to thofe fcenes of feli-
city, which flaves are faid to enjoy. The
firft advantage which they are faid to
experience, is that of manumiffion. - But
here the advocates for flavery conceal an
important circumftance.  They expatiate in-
deed on the charms of freedom, and con-
tend that it muft be a blefling in the eyes
of thofe, upon whom it is conferred. We .
perfeCtly agree with them in this particu-
lar. But they do not tell us that thefe
advantages are confined ; ‘that they are con-
fined to fome favourdte domeftick ; that not
one in an bundred enjoy them; and that
they are never extended to thofe, who are
employed in the cultivation of the field, as
long as they can work. Thefe are they,
who are moft to be pitied, who are deftined
to perperual drudgery ; and of whom 70 oze
whatever has a chance of being freed from
his fituation, till death ejther releafes him
at once, or age renders him incapable of
continuing his former ‘labour. And here
‘ let

;
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let it be remarked, fo zhe difgrace of the recei-
vers, that he is then made free, not —
as a reward for bis paft fervices, but, as his
labour is then of little or no value,
2o fave the * tax., )
With the fame artifice is mention alfo made
- of the little fpots, or gardens, as they are
called, which flaves are faid to poffefs from
the liberality of the recervers. But people
muft not be led away by agreeable and plea-
fant founds. They muft not fuppofe that
thcfe“gardcns are made for flowers; or that
they are places of amufement, in which they
can {pend their time in botanical refearches
and delights. Alas, they do not furnifh
them with a theme for fuch pleafing pur-
- {uits and {peculations! They muft be cul-
tivated in thofe -hours, which ought to be

* The expences of every parifh are defrayed by a poll-tax
on negroes, to fave which they pretend to liberate thofe who
are paft labour; but they ftill keep them employed in repair-
ing fences, orin doing fome trifling work on a fcanty allow-
ance. For to free a field-negroe, fo long as he can work, is a
maxim, which, notwithftanding the numerous boafted manu-
miffions, no malter ¢ver thinks of adipting in the colonies.

appropriated °
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appropriated to f| reft; and they muft be
cultivated, not for an amufement, but .to
make up, #f it be poffible, the great deficien-
¢y in their weekly allowance of provifions.
Hence'it appears, that the recesvers have no.
merit whatever in fuch an' appropriation of
land to their unfortunate flaves : for they are
-either under the neceffity of doing this, or of
“fofing them by the jaws of famine.  And it
is a notorious fa&, that, with their weekly
allowance, and the produce of their fpots
together, it is often with the greateft diffi-
culty that they preferve a wretched exift-
ence.

The third advantage whxch they are faid
to experience, is that of doly-days, or days of
refpite from their ufual difcipline and fatigue.
This is certainly a great indulgence, and
ought to be recorded to the immortal ho-
nour of the recervers. We with we could
exprefs their liberality in thofe handfome

ii They muft be -cuRtivated always on a Sunday, and .fre-
quently in thofe hours which fhould be appropriated to fleep,
or the wretched poffefiors muft be inevitably farved.

terms,
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terms, in which it deferves to be reprefent-
-ed, or applaud them f{ufficiently for ~deviat=
ing for once from the rigours of fervile dif-
cipline. But we confefs, that we*are -un-
equal to the tafk, and muft therefore con-
tent ourfelves with obferving, that while the
horfe has one day in feven to refreth his
limbs, the happy African has but oze in
* fifty-two, as a relaxation from his labours.

With refpect to their dances, on which
fuch a particular ftrefs has been generally
laid, we fear that people may have been as
{hamefully deceived, as in the former in-
ftances. For from the manner in which
thefe are generally mentioned, we fhould
almoft be led to imagine, that they had cer-
tain hours allowed them for the purpofe of

* They are allowed in general three holy-days at Chriftmas,
but in Jamaica they have two alfo at Eafter, and two at Whit-
funtide : fo that on the largeft fcale, they have only feven
days in a year, or one day in fifty-two. But thisis on a fup-
pofition, that the receivers do not break in upon the after-
noons, which they are frequently too aptto do. If it thould
be faid r.hat Sunday is an holy-day, itis not true; it is fo far
an holy-day, that they do not work for their mafters; but
fuch an holy.day, that if they do not employ itin thc culti-
vation of their little fpots, they muft bcﬁarfvn{

P joining
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joining in -the dance, and that they had
every comfort and convenience, that people
are generally- fuppofed' to enjoy on fuch
convivial occafions. But this is far from
the cafe. Reafon informs us, that it can
never be. If they with for fuch innocent
recreations, they muft enjoy them in the
time that is allotted them for fleep ; and
{o far are thefe dances from proceeding from
any uncommon degree of happinefs, which
excites them to convivial fociety, that they
proceed rather from an uncommon depref- -
fion of fpirits, which makes them even facri-
fice their * reft, for the fake of experiencing
for a moment a more joyful oblivion of their
cares. For fuppofe any one of the recetvers,
in the middle of a dance, were to addrefs his
flaves in the following manner : ¢ Africans !
‘¢ I begin at laft to feel for your fituation ;
<« and my confcience is feverely hurt, when-
¢ ever I refle@ that I have been reducing

" * Thefe dances are ufually in the middle of the night;
and fo defirous are thefe unfortunate people of obtaining but
a joyful hour, that they not only often give up their fleep, but
add to the labours of the day, by going feveral miles to ob-
taig it. .

« thofe
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¢ thofe to a ftate of mifery and pain, who
¢ have never given me offence. You feem
‘¢ to be fond of thefe exercifes, but yet you
¢ are obliged to take them at’fuch unfea-
¢ fonable hours, that they impair your
¢ health, which is fufliciently broken by
¢ the intolerable fhare of labour which I
<« have hitherto impofed upon you. I will
* therefore make you a. propofal. Will
“¢ you be content to live in the colonies,
¢ and you fhall have the half of every week
‘¢ entirely to yourfelves ? or wxll you choofe
“’to return to your miferable, wretched
“ country ?”"——=But what is that which
ftrikes their ears? Which makes them mo-
tionle(s in an inftant ? Which interrupts the
feftive fcene ? their counfry ? tran-
fporting found !——Behold! they are now
flying from the dance: you may fee them
running to the fhore, and, frantick as it
were with joy, demanding with open arms
an inftantanecus paffage to their'bcloved na-
tive plains.

Such are the colonial delngt: by the re-
prefentation of which the receivers would
perfuade us, that the Africans are taken from’

Pa their
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their country to a region of conviviality and
mirth ; and that like thofe, who leave their
ufual places of refidence for a fummer’s

amufement, they are conveyed to the colo-
nies—zo batbe,—to dance,--to keep boly-day,--
to be jovial.—But there is fomething fo truly
ridiculous in the attempt to impofe thefe
fcenes of felicity on the publick, as fcenes
which fall to the lot of flaves, that the
receivers muft have been driven to great
extremities, to hazard them to the eye of
cenfure. .

The laft point that remains to be confider-
ed, is the thameful affertion, that the Africans
are much bappier in the colonies, than in their
own country. But in what does this fupe-
riour happinefs confift? In thofe real fcenes,
it muft be replied, which have been juft
mentioned ; for thefe, by the confeflion of
the receivers, conftitute the happinefs they
enjoy.—But it has been fhewn that thefe
have been gnfairly reprefented ; and, were
they realized in the moft extenfive lati-
tude, they would not . confirm the fact.
For if, upon a recapitulation, it confifts in

the
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the pleafure of manumiffion, they furely muft
have pafled their lives in a much more com-
fortable manner, who, like the Africans at
bome, have had no occafion for fuch a bene-
fit at all. But the receivers, we prefume,
reafon upon this principle, that we never
know the value of a blefling but by its lofs.
This is generally true: but would any one
of them make himfelf a flave for years, that
he might run the chance of the pleafures
of manumifion 2 Or that he might tafte the
charms of liberty with a greater relifb2 Nor
" is the affertion lefs falfe in every other confi-
deration. For if their happinefs confifts in
the few boly-days, which in the colonies they
are permitted to enjoy, what' muft be their
fituation #m their own country, where the
whole year is but one continued holy-day, or
ceffation from difcipline and fatigue ?—If in
the pofleflion of a mean and contrated fpot,
what muft be their fituation, where 2 whale
region is their own, producing almoft fpon-
taneoufly the comforts of life, and requiring
for its cultivation none of tho g hours, which
{hould be appropriated to /Ieep ?—If in the
P 3 pleafures
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pleafures of the colonial dance, what muft it
be in their own country, where they may
dance for ever ; where there is no ftated hour
to interrupt their felicity, no intolerable la-
bour immediately to fucceed their recreati-
onsv, and no overfeer to receive them under
the difcipline of the lath ?—If thefe there-
fore are the only circumftances, by which.
the affertion can be proved, we may venture
to fay, without fear of oppofition, that it
can never be proved at all. v

But thefe are not the only circumftances.
It is faid that they are barbarous at home.—
But do you recesvers civilize them !—Your
unwillingnefs to convert them to Chriftia-
nity, becaufe you fuppofe you muft ufe them
more kindly when converted, is but a bad
argument in favour of the fac.

It is affirthed again, that their manner of"
life, and their fituation is {uch in their own
country, that to fay they are happy is a jeft.
«¢ * But who are you, who pretend to judge
¢ of another man’s happinefs ? That ftate

® Bifhop of Glocefter’s fermon, preached before the fo-
ciety for the propagation of the gofpel, at thc anniverfury
meeting, on the 21 of February, 1766,

< which
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which each man, under the guidance of

" his mzker, forms for himfelf, and not one

man for another? To know what con-
ftitutes mine or your happinefs, is the
fole prerogative of him who created us,
and caft us in fo various and different
moulds. Did your flaves ever complain
to you of their unhappinefs, amidft their
native woods and defarts? Or, rather,
let me afk, did they cver ceafe complain-
ing of their condition under you their
lordly mafters ? Where they fee, indeed,
the accommodations of civil life, but fee
them all pafs to others, themfelves un-
benefited by them. Be fo gracious then, .
ye petty tyrants over human freedom, to
let your flaves judge for themfelves, what
it is which makes their own happmefs,
and then fee whether they do not place
it in the return to their own country, ra-
ther than in the contemplation of your
grandeur, of wh:ch thexr mifery makes fo
large a part.”

But fince you fpeak with fo much confi-

dence on the {ubjedt, let us afk you recervers
again, if you have ever been informed by

Py your
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your unfortunate flaves, that they had no
connexions in the country from which they
have forcibly been torn away: or, if you -
will take upon you to affert, that they never -
figh, when they are alone; or that they ne-
ver relate to each other their tales of mifery
and woe. . But you judge of them, perhaps,
in.an happy moment, when you are dealing °

" outto them their provifions for the week ; and
are but little aware, that, though the coun-
tenance may be cheered with a momehtary
{mile, the heart may be exquifitely tsrtured.
Were you to thew us, indeed, that theére are
laws, fubje& to no evafion, by which you
are obliged to clothe and feed them in a
comfortable manner; were you to thew us
that they are * proteted at all ; or that even
one in a thoufand of thofe mafters have + fuf-

¢ There is a law, {but let the reader remark, that it prevails
but in ene of the colonies), againft mutilation. It took its rife
from the frequency of the inhuman pratice. But though a
mafter cannot there chop off the limb of a flave with an axe,
he may yet work, ftarve, and beat him to death with impunity.

4+ Tawo inftances are recorded by the receivers, out of about
ffty-thoufand, where a white man has fuffered death for the
murder of a negroe; but the receivers do not tell us, that
thefe fuffered more becaufe they were the pefts of focicty, than
becaufe the murder of flaves was a crime.

fered
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fered death, who have been guilty of preme-
ditated murder to their flaves, you would
have a better claim to our belief : but you .
can neither produce the inftances nor the
laws. The people, of whom you fpeak, are
Jflaves, are your owh property, are wholly af
your own difpofal 5 and this idea is fuflicient to
_overturn your affertions of their happmefs
But we fhall now mention a circumftance, -
~,which, in the prefent cafe, will have more
weight than all the arguments which have
hitherto been advanced. It is an opinion,
which the Africans univerfally entertain,
that, as foon as death fhall releafe them from
the hands of their oppreflors, they fhall im-
mediately be wafted back to their native
plains, there to exift again, to enjoy the fight
of their beloved countrymen, and to fpend
the whole of their new exiftence in {cenes
of tranquillity and delight: and fo power-
fully does this notion. operate upon them,
as to gdrive them frequently to the horrid
extremity of putting a period to their lives.
Now if thefe fuicides are frequent, (which
no perfon can deny) what are they but'a
proof, that the fituation of thofe who de-
: - ftroy
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ftroy” themfelves muft have been infupport-

ably wretched: and if the thought of re-

turning to their country after death, when
they have experienced the colonial Joys, .con="
ftitutes their fupreme felicity, what are they |
but a proof, that they think there is as much .
difference between the two fituations, as.
there is between mifery and delight ?

Nor is the affertion of the receivers lefs
liable to a refutation “in the inftance of
thofe, who terminate their own exiftence,
than ‘of thofe, whom nature releafes from
their perfecutions. They die with a fmile-
upon their face, and their funerals are
attended by a vaft concourfe of their coun-
trymen, with every peflible * demonflra-
tion of joy. ‘But why this unufual mirth,
if their __dgparted brother has left an ha{ppy
place? Or if he has been taken from the
care of an indulgent mafter, who confult-
ed- his pleafures, and adminiftered to hig
wants ? But alas,- it arifes from hence, that -

* A negroe-funeral is confidered as a curious fight, and is
attended with finging, dancing, mufick, and every circum-
flance that can fhew the attendants to he happy on the oc-
cafion. :

. e
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be is gone to his happy country: a circum-
ftance, fufficient of itfelf, to filence a myriad
of thofe {pecious arguments, which the ima-
gination has been racked, and will always
be racked to produce, in favour of a fyftem
of tyranny and oppreflion.

It remains only, that we thould now con-
“clude the chapter with a fact, which will
fhew that the account, which we have given
of the fituation of flaves, is ftrictly true, and
will refute at the fame time all the argu-
ments which have hitherto been, and ri]ay
yet be brought by the receivers, to prove that
their treatment is humane. In one of the
weftern colonies of the Europeans, * fix
hundred and fifty thoufand flaves were im-
ported within an hundred years; at the expi-
ration of which time, their whole pofterity
were found to amount to one hundred and
forty thoufand. This fa& will afcertain the

* In g6 years, ending in 1774, 800,000 {laves had been im-
ported into the French part of St. Demingo, of which there
remained only 260,000 in 1774. Of this laft number only
140,000 were creoles, or natives of the ifland, i. e. of 650,000
flaves, the whole pofterity were 140,000, Confiderations
_/ur la Colenie de St. Dcminique, puhhfhcd by authority in
177 .

ﬁ treatment
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treatment of itfelf.  For how fhamefully
muft thefe unfortunate people have been
opprefled? What a dreadful havock muft
famine, fatigue, and cruelty,. have made a-
mong them, when we confider, that the de-
fcendants of fix bundred-and fifty thoufand
people in the ‘prime of life, gradually im-
ported within ‘a century, are lefs numerous
~ than thofe, which only * zen thoufand would
have produced in.the fame period, under
common advantages, and in a country con~
genial, to their conftitutions ? )
But the receivers have probably great merit
on theoccafion. Let us therefore fetitdown
to their humanity. Let us fuppofe for once,
that this incredible wafte of the human {pe-
cies proceeds from a benevolent defign; that,
~ fenfible of the miferies of a fervile ftate,

¢ Ten thoufand people under fair advantages, and in a foil
congenial to their conftitutions, and whete the means of fub-
fiftence are eafy, fhould produce in a century 160,000. ‘This
is the proportion in which the Americans increafed ; and the
Africans in their own country increafe in the fame, if not in
a greater proportion. 'Now as the climate of the colonjes is
as favourable to their health as that of their own country, the
caufes of the prodigious decreafe in the one, and increafe in
the other, will-be more confpicuous,

thcy
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they refolve to wear out, as faft as they pof-

- fibly. can,their unfortunate flaves, that their.

miferies may the fooner end, and that a
wretched pofterity may be prevented from

“fharing their parental condition. - Now,
" whether this is the plan of reafoning which

* the recesvers adopt, we cannot take upon us
to decide; but true it is, that the effe@
produced is exa@ly the fame, as if they had
reafoned wholly on this Zenevolent prin-
cnple .

C‘H A P. X

We have now taken a furvey of the
treatment which the unfortunate. Africans
undergo, when they are put into the hands
of the recesvers. This treatment, by the
four firft chapters of the prefent part of
this Effay, appears to be wholly infupport-
able, and to be fuch as no human being can

apply to another, without the imputation

of fuch crimes, as fthould make him tremble.
But as many arguments are ufually advanced
by thofe who have any intereft in the prac-

tice,



238 « ON THE SLAVERY AND COMMERCE -

tice, by which they would either exculpate.
the treatment; or diminith its feverity, we
allotted the remaining chapters for their
difcuflion. In thefe we confidered the pro-
bability of fuch a treatment againft the
motives of intereft’; the credit- that was to
be given to thofe difinterefted writers on the,
fubje&,  who have recorded particular inftan~
ces of barbarity ; the inferiority of the 4/~

ricans to the human {pecies ; the compari-
fons that are gcncr_ally made with refpe@ to
their fituation ; the pofitive {cenes of feli-
city which they are faid to enjoy; and .every
othersargument, in fhort, that we have. found
to have ever been advanced in the defence
of flavery. Thefe have been all confidered,
and we may venture to pronounce, that,

inftead of anfwering the purpofe for which
they were intended, they ferve only to bring
fuch circumftances to light, as clearly thew,
that if ingenuity were racked to invent a
fituation, that would be the moft diftref-

fing and infupportable to the human race;

it could never invent one, that would fuit
the defcription better, than the colonial

Slavery.

If
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If this then be the cafe, and  if flaves,
notwithftanding all the arguments to the
contrary, are exquifitely miferable, we afk
you receivers, by what right you reduce them '
to fo wretched a fituation ?

You reply, that you buy them; that your
money conflitutes your right, and that, -like
all other things which you purchafe, they
are wholly at your own difpofal. -

Upon this principle alone it was, that
we profefled ‘to view your treatment, or
examine your right, when we faid, that
¢ * the queftion refolved itfelf into two
¢ feparate parts for difcuffion; into the
« African commerce, as cxplamcd in the
¢ hiftory of flavery, and the fubfequent
¢ flavery in the colonies, as founded on the
‘ ,qm’ty of the commerce.” Now, fince it
appears that this commerce, upon the fulleft
inveftigation, is contrary to *¢ +‘tlze prin-
< ciples of law and government, the diclates
“ of reafort, the common maxims of equity, the .
¢ Jaws of nature, the admonitions of mrz/czmce
“ and, in fhort, the whole z{oﬁrme of matural

-

-~

-

* Page 56. + Page 115.
‘ “ religion,”
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¢ religion,” it is evident that the right,
which is founded upon it, muft be the fame ;
and that if thofe things only are lawful in the
fight of God, which are either virtuous in
themfelves, or proceed from virtuous prin-
ciples, you bave no right over them at all.

You yourfelves alfo confefs this. For
when we afk you, whether any human be-
ing has a right to fell you, you immedi-
ately anfwer, No; as if nature revolted at
the thought, and as if it was {o contradic~
tory to your own feelings, as not to require -
confideration. But who are you, that have
this exclufive charter of trading in the li-
berties of mankind ? When did nature, or
rather the Author of nature, make fo partial
a diftin&ion between you and them? When
did He fay, that you thould have the privi-
lege of felling others, and that others thould
not have the privilege of felling you ?

Now fince you confefs, that no perfon
whatever has a right to difpofe of you in
this manner, you muft confefs alfo, that
thofe things are unlawful to be done to you,
which are ufually done in confequence of |

the
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the fale. Lef us fuppofe then, that in confe«
quence of the commerce you were forced into a
thip; thatyou were conveyed to another coun-
try ; that you were fold there § that you were
confined to inceflant labour; that you were
pinched by continual hunger and thirft;
and fubje¢t to be whipped, cut, and man-
gled at difcretion, and all this at the hands
_of thofe, whom you had never offended;
would you not think that you had a right

to refift their treatment ? Would you not o

refift it with a fafe confcience? And would
you not be furprized, if your refiftance
fhould be termed rebellion ?~—By the former
premifes you muft anfwer, yes.—Such then
is the cafe with the wretched Africans.
They have a right to refift your proceedings.
They can refift them, and yet they cannot
juftly * be confidered as rebellious. For
though we fuppofe them to have been
guilty of crimes to one another; though
we fuppofe them to have been the moft
abandoned and execrable of men, yet are
they perfetly innocent with refpe&t to
you receivers. You have no right to touch
even the hair of their heads without their

QU ~ own
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" own confent. It is not your money, that
can inveft you with a right. Human liber-

ty can neither be bought nor fold. Every

lath that you give them is unjuft. It

is a lafh againft nature and religion, and

will furely ftand recorded againft you, fince
they are all, with refpe@ to your impious

felves, in a ftate of nature; in a ftate of ori-

ginal diffociation ; perfe¢tly free.

Cc H A P XL

Having now confidered both the commerce
and flavery, it remains only to collec fuch
arguments as are fcattered in different parts
of the work, and to make {uch additional re-
marks, as prefent themfelves on the yfubje&.

And firft, let us atk you, who have ftudied
the law of nature, and you, who are learned in
the law of the land, if all property muft not
‘be inferiour in its nature to. its pofleffor,
or, in other words, (for it is a cafe, which
every perfon muft bring home to his own.
breaft) if you fuppofe that any human being
can have @ property in yourfelves? Let us

atk
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afk you appraifers, who fcientifically know

the value of things, if any human creature’

is equivalent only-to any of the trinkets
“that you wear, or at moft, to any of the
horfes that you ride: or in other words,
if you have ever confidered the moft coftly
things that you have valued, as eqguivalent to
yourfelves 2 Let us afk you rationalifts, if
man, as a reafonable being, is not accountable
for his a&ions, and let us put the fame

queﬁionjto you, who have ftudied the divine .

writings ?  Let us atk you parents, 'if ever
_you thought that you poflefled an autbor:ty
~as fuch, or if ever you expected a duty from
your fons; and let us afk.you fons, if ever
-you.felt an impulfe m your own breafts to
obey your parents. Now, if you fhould all
anfwer as we could with, if you fhould all
anfwer confiftently with reafon, nature, and
the revealed voice of God, what a dreadful
argument will prefent itfelf againft the com-
merce and flavery of the human fpecies,
when we refle&, that no man whatever can

""be bought or reduced to the fituation of a .

flave, but he muft inflantly become a brute, be
muft inflantly be reduced to the value of thofe

Q.2 things,

ES
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tbmg.r, which were made Jor. bis own zﬁ and ’
convenience 5 he muff inflantly ceafe to be ac-
‘countable for bis attions, and bis authority as
a [mrmt and bis duty as a fon, muft be in-
Slantly no more.

Neither does it efcape our notxce, thn
we are {peaking of the fatal wound which
every focial duty muft receive, how con-
fiderably Chriftianity fuffers by the condu&
of you recervers. For by profecuting this -
impious commerce, you keep the Africans
in a ftate of perpetual ferocity and barba-
rifm; and by profecuting it in fuch a
manner, as muft reprefent your religion,
as a {y(tem of robbery and oppreffion, you
not only oppofe the propagation of the gof-
pel, as far as you are able yourfelves, but
throw the moft certain impediments in the
way of others, who might attempt thc glo-
rious and important tafk.

Such alfo is the effec, which the fubfc-
quent flavery in the colonies muft produce.

. For by your inhuman treatment of the un-
fortunate Africans there, you create the fame
infuperable impediments. to a converfion.

" For
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For how muft they deteft the very name of
- Chriftians, ‘when you Chriftians are deformed
by fo many and dreadful vices? How muft
they deteft that {yftem of religion, which
appears to refift the natural rights of men,
and to give a {anction to brutality and mur-
der? N
But, s We-are now ment10n1ng Chriftia-
nity, we muft paufe for a little time, to make
- a few remarks-on -the arguments which are
ufually deduced from thence by the rece:-
vers, in defenceof their fyftem of oppreflion.
For the reader may readily fuppofe, .that; if
they did not hefitate td bring the O/ Tef- -
tament in fupport of their barbarities, they
would hardly let the New efcape them.
St. Paul, having converted Ongfimus to the
Chriftian faith, who was a fugitive flave of
Pbhileman, fent him back to his maf’cer. This
circumftance  has™ furnithed the receivers
with a plea, that Chriftianity encourages
flavery. But they have not only ftrained
_the paffages which they produce in fupport
of their affertiens, but are ignorant of hif-
torical fa¢ts. The benevolent apottle, in the
letter which he wrote to Philemon, the mafter

Q3 ' "~ of
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of Onefimus, addrefles. him to jthe following
effect: < I fend him back to you, but not in
-« his former capacity, * not now as a_fer-
““ want, but above a fervant, a brother be-
¢ Joved. In this manner I befeech you to
¢ receive him, for though I could enjoin you
““ to do it, yet I had rather it thould be a
¢ matter of your own will, than of neceffity.”

It appears that the fame Onefimus, when
he was feat back, was no longer 2 flave, that
he was a minifter of the gofpel, that he was
joined with Tychicus in an -ecclefiaftical
commiffion to the church of the Colgfians,
and was afterwards blfhop of Epbefus. 1f -
language therefore has any meaning, and if
hiftory has recorded a fa& which may be
believed, there is no cafe more oppoﬁte to
the doctrine of the recervers, than this wlnch
"ytﬁcy produce in its fupport.

It is-faid again, that Chriftianity, among
the many important precepts which it con-
tains, does not furnith us with one for the
abolition of ‘flavery. But the reafon is ob-
vious. Slavery at the time of the introduc-

-

[y

® Epift. to Philemon,
tion



or THE HumaN SPECIES. 247

tion of the gofpel was umvcrfally prevalent,
and if Chriftianity had abruptly declared,
that the millions of flaves thould have been
made frée, who were then in the world,
it would have -begn univerfally rejected, as
containing doltrines that were” dangerous,
if not deftructive, to fociety. Inorder there-
fore that it might be umverfall‘y received,’
it never meddled, by any pofitive précept,
with the civil inftitutions of the times ; but.
though it does not exprefsly fay, that ¢ you
« fhall neither buy, nor fell, nos poflefs a
¢ flave,” it is evident that, in its general
tenour, it fuﬁicxently militates agamﬁ the
cuftom.

The firlt do@rine which' it inculcates, is
that of érotherly love, It commands good
will towards men. It enjoins us to'love our
‘neighbours as our(fclves, and to'do unto-all.
men, as we would that they fhould do unto
us. Andhow can any man fulfil this fcheme -
of univerfal benevolence, who reduces an
unfortunate perfon againft bis will, to the
moft infupportable of all human conditions ;
who confiders him as his privatze property,
and treats him, not as a brother, nor as one

Q4 , of .
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of the fame parentage with himfelf, but as
an animal of the brute creation 2 :
But the moft important docrine is that,

by which we are affured that mankind are
to exift in a future flate, and to give an ac-
count of thofe actions, which they have
feverally done in the fleth. This ftrikes at
the very root of flavery. 4 For how can any
man be juftly called to an account for his
actions, whofe actions are not a¢ Ais own dif-
pofal? This is the cafe with' the * proper
flave. His liberty is abfolutely bought and
appropriated ; and if the purchafe is juft and
equitable, he is under the neceffity of perpe~
- trating any crime, which the purchafer may
order him" to commit, or, in other words,
of ceafing to be accountable Jor bis aétions.
Thefe dottrines therefore are futlicient to
fhew, that flavery is incompatible with the

* The African flave is of this defcription ; and we could
wifh, in all our arguments on the prefent fubjeé, to be under-
ftood as having fpoken only of proper flaves. The flave who
1s condemned to the oar, to the fortifications, and other pub-
lick works,-is in a different predicament. ~ His liberty_is not
appropriated, and therefore none of thofe confequences can be
juﬂly drawn, which have been deduced in the prefent cafe.

Chriftian
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Chriftian fyftem. The Europeans confidered
them as fuch, when, at the clofe of the -
twelfth century, they refifted. their heredi-
tary Pl’CJUdICCS and occafioned its abolmén
Hence one, among many other proofs, that
'Chriftianity ‘was the production of infinite”
- wifdom ; that though it did not take fuch
exprefs cognizance of the wicked national
inftitutions of the times, as -fhould hinder
$ts reception, it fhould yet contain fuch
doétrines, as, when it fhould be fully efta-

- blithed, would be fufficient for the abolx-
tion of them all, 2

Thus then is the argument of you recei=
vers ineffeCtual, and your condu& impious.
For, by the profecution of this wicked fla-’
very and commerce, you not only oppofe
the propagation of that gofpel which was
ordered to be jpreached unto every creature,

and bring it into contempt, but you oppofe .

its_ tenets alfo: . firft, becaufe you violate
that law of untverfal benevolence, which was’
to take away thofe hateful diftin@ions oft
Few and Gentile, Greek and Barbarian, &oﬁd
and free, which prevailed when ‘the gofpel
was introduced ;- and- fccondly, becaufe, as

-

cvery |«
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every man is to give an account of his ac-
tions hereafter, it is-neceffary that he thould
be free. ' : ’
Another argument yet remains, which,
though nature will abfolutely turn pale at
the recital, cannot poffibly be omitted. = In
thofe wars, which are made for the fake of
procuring flaves, it is evident that the con- -
teft muft be generally obftinate, and that
great numbers muft be {flain on both fides,
before the event can be determined. This
we may.reafonably apprehend to be the cafe :
and we have * fhewn, that there have not
been wanting inftances, where the conquer-
ors have been fo incenfed at the refiftance -
they have found, that their fpirit of ven-
geance has entirely got the better of their
avarice, and they have murdered, in cool
blood, every individual, without difcrimina-
tion, either of age or fex. From thefe and
other circumftances, we th&ug}it we had
{ufficient reafon to conclude, that, where
en were fuppofed to be taken, an bundred,

including the victors and vanqulfhcd might .

* Sce the dcfcnpnon of an Afncan battle, p. 98.

be
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be fuppofed to perith. Now, as the annual
exportation from Africa confifts of an hun-
dred thoufand men, and as e two orders,
of thofe who are privately kidnapped by
individuals, and of thofe, who are pub-
lickly feized by virtue of the authority
of their prince, compofe together, at
leaft, nine-tenths of the African flaves, it
follows, that about ten thoufand confift of
convicts and prifoners of war. The laft
~order is the moft numerous. - Let us fuppofe
then that only fix thoufand of this order are
annually fent into fervitude, cnd it will im-
mediatgly appear that no lefs than fixzy zbou-
Jand "people annually perithin' thofe wars,
which are made only for the purpofe of pro-
curing flaves. But that this number, which
we believe to be by no means exaggerated,
may be free from all objection, we will in-
clude thofe in the_ eftimate, who die as they
are travelling to the fhips. Many of thefe
unfortunate people have a journey of one
thoufand miles to perform on foot, and are
driven like theep through inhofpitable woods -
and deferts, where they frequently die in
great numbers, from fatigue and want.

Now
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Now if to thofe, who thus perith on the
African continent, by war and travelling,

we fubjoin * thofe, who afterwards perifh
on the voyage, and in the feafoning together,
it will appear that, in every yearly attempt -
to fupply the colonies, an bundred thoufand
mutft perith, even before one ufeful individual
can be obtained. _

Gracious God! how wicked, how beyond
all example impious, muft be that feryitude,
which cannot be carried on- without the
continual murder of fo many and innocent
perfons! What punifhment is not to.be ex-
pected for fuch monftrous and unparalleled
barbarities | For if the blood of one man,
unjuftly fhed, cries with fo loud a voice
for the divine vengeance, how fhall the
cries and groans of an bundred thyufand men,
. annually murdered, afcend the cc)ﬁﬁial man-
fions, and bring down that punithment,
which fuch enormities deferve | But do we
mention punithment.? Do we allude to that
punifhment, which fhall be infli¢ted on men
as individuals, in a future life? Do we

* The laweft computation is 4¢,000, fee p. 140+

aj] ude
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allude to that awful day, which fhall furely
come, when the mafter fhall behold his mur-
dered negroe face to face? When a train of
mutilated flaves fhall be brought againft him ?
When he fhall ftand confounded and abath- -
ed? Or, do we allude to that punithment,
which may be inflited on them here, as
members of a wicked community ? For as a
body politick, if- its members are ever o .-
numerous, may be confidered as an whole,
acting of itfelf, and by itfelf, in all affaifs in
which it is concerned, fo it is accodntable, °
as fuch, for its .condu&; “and as thefe kinds
of polities have only their ex:ﬂenwhere,\
fo it is only in this world, that, -as fuch
they can be punifhed. '

/ Now, whether we confider the crime,

« with refpect to the individuals imme-

¢ diately concerned in this moﬁ barbarous

«¢ and cruel traffick, or whether we confider

¢ it as ¥ patronized and encdurdged by the

¢ laws of the land, it prefents to our view

+* The legiflature has fquandered away more money in the
profecution of the flave trade, within twenty years, than m ’
any other trade whatever, having granted from the year 17 50,
tpthe year 1570, the fum of 300,000 pounds, '

14 an
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¢ an equal degree of enormity, A crime,
¢ founded on a dreadful pre-eminence in
¢ wickednefs,—a crime, which being both
¢ of individuals and the nation, muft fome-
« time draw down upon us the heavieft
¢ judgment of Almighty God, who made
¢ of one blood all the fons of men, and
¢« who gave toall equally a natural right
¢ to liberty; and who, ruling all the king-
«¢ doms of the earth with equal providen-
¢ tial juftice, cannot fuffer fuch deliberate,
« fuch monftrous m1qu1ty, to pafs long
¢ unpunifhed.+ -

But alas! he feems already to have inter-
fered on the occafion! The * violent and
fupernatural agitations of all the elements,
which, for a feries of years, have prevailed
in thofec European )fettlcments," where the

+ Sermon preached before the Univerfity of Cam’bndgc,
by the Rev. Peter Peckard.

® The firft noted earthquake at Jamaica, happened June.
the 7th 169z, when Port Royal was totally funk. This was
fucceeded by one in the year 1697, and by another in the year
1722, from which time to the prefent, thefe regions of the
globe feem to have been feverely vifited, but particularly dur-
ing the laft fix or feven years. See a general account of the
calamities, occafioned by the late tremendous hurricames and
eanhqu:LLcs in the Weft-Indian iflands, by Mr. Fowler.

unfortunate
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- unfortunate Africans are retained in a flate
of flavery, and which have brought unfpeak-
able calamities on the inhabitants, and pub-
lick lofles on the ftates to which they feve-
rally belong, are fo many awful vifitations
of God for this inhuman violation of his’
laws. And it is not perhaps unworthy of
‘remark, that as the fubje@s of Great-Bri-
tain have two thirds of this impious com-
merce in their own hands, fo they have
fuffered in the fame proportion, or * meore
feverely than the reft.

How far thefe misfortunes may appear to
be acts of providence, and to create an alarm
to thofe who have begp accuftomed to re-
fer every effet to its apparent caufe ; who
have been habituated to flop' there, and to
overlook the finger of ‘God; becaufe it is

- flightly covered under the veil of fecondasy
laws, we will not pretend to determine ?
but this we will affert with confidence, that
the Europeans have richly deferved themall ;

* The many‘ fhips of war belonging to the Britifh navy,

-which were loft with all their crews in thefe dreadful hurri-
canes, will fufficiently prove the fadt,

that
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that the fear of fympathy, which can hardly

be reftrained on other melancholy occafions,

feems to forget to flow at the relation of
thefe; and that we can never, with any

fhadow of juftice, with profperity to the

- undertakers of thofe, whofe fuccefs muft be
at the expence of the happinefs of millions
of their fellow-creatures. :

But this is fufficient. For if liberty is
only an adventitious right ; if men are by
no means {uperiour to brutes ; if every fo- .-
cial duty is a curfe; if cruelty is highly to

" be efteemed ; if murder is ftrictly -honour-
able, and Chriftianity'is a lye; then it is
evident, that the dfrican flavery may be
purfued, without either the remorfe of con-
{cience, or the imputation of a crime. But
if the contrary of this is true, which rea-
fon muft immediately evince, it is evident
that no cuftdm eftablithed among men was
ever more impious; fince it is contrary to
reafon, juftice, nature, the principles of law
and government, the whole doctrine, in Short,

of natural religion, and the revealed woice of
- God.

FINTIS.
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Baixar livros de Literatura

Baixar livros de Literatura de Cordel
Baixar livros de Literatura Infantil
Baixar livros de Matematica

Baixar livros de Medicina

Baixar livros de Medicina Veterinaria
Baixar livros de Meio Ambiente
Baixar livros de Meteorologia
Baixar Monografias e TCC

Baixar livros Multidisciplinar

Baixar livros de Musica

Baixar livros de Psicologia

Baixar livros de Quimica

Baixar livros de Saude Coletiva
Baixar livros de Servico Social
Baixar livros de Sociologia

Baixar livros de Teologia

Baixar livros de Trabalho

Baixar livros de Turismo
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